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Question: … let’s say I’m a Roman Catholic who is prepared to renounce the Church. Please 

tell me, which Protestant church should I join? I am ready for the complete truth 

untainted by error, and will settle for nothing less. Please tell me how I can determine 

with absolute certainty in which church I will find the fullness of Christian truth, since 

there are many dozens of large denominations, hundreds of smaller ones, and thousands 

of independent churches, all teaching differing and often contradictory versions of 

“sound, Biblical doctrine” on critically important doctrinal issues which relate to 

salvation. 

 

Response: … First of all, Ŷo oŶe is saǀed ďǇ ďeloŶgiŶg to a deŶoŵiŶatioŶ or ĐhurĐh, ǁhether 
Baptist, EpisĐopal, Methodist, CatholiĐ, Orthodoǆ, or ǁhateǀer. “alǀatioŶ is Ŷeither a group 
plaŶ Ŷor a ͞ŵeŵďership thiŶg.͟ Everyone is persoŶallǇ aĐĐouŶtaďle for his eǀerǇ ďelief, 
thought, ǁord, or deed, ďefore the Lord. Everyone staŶds aloŶe ďefore God iŶ judgŵeŶt, ǁith 
Ŷo ďoard of elders or ŵagisterial ďaĐkiŶg hiŵ up. 
   “o, ǁhateǀer ĐhurĐh a persoŶ atteŶds is oŶlǇ ǁorthǁhile to the degree that it helps hiŵ to 
kŶoǁ, ďelieǀe, aŶd liǀe out the truth of the gospel. Jesus prayed for those ǁho ǁould ďelieǀe 
iŶ Hiŵ, ͞“aŶĐtifǇ theŵ through thǇ truth: thǇ ǁord is truth͟ (John 17:17). OŶlǇ God’s Word, 
therefore, is ǁhere the ͞fullŶess of ChristiaŶ truth͟ is fouŶd ǁith ͞aďsolute ĐertaiŶtǇ.͟ 

   ͞ChristiaŶ͟ ĐhurĐhes ĐaŶ raŶge froŵ ďeiŶg ǁoŶderful ďlessiŶg to ďeiŶg Đults; their 
ĐoŶforŵitǇ to the “Đriptures is the deĐidiŶg faĐtor. Who decides? AŶǇoŶe ǁho ĐaŶ read the 
“Đriptures aŶd Đoŵpare ǁhat a ĐhurĐh teaĐhes aŶd praĐtiĐes ǁith ǁhat the Biďle saǇs     
(Acts 17:10-11)! That’s the saŵe ͞aŶǇoŶe͟ ǁho ǁill staŶd ďǇ hiŵself or herself iŶ judgŵeŶt 
ďefore the Lord. WheŶ Jesus addressed the seǀeŶ ĐhurĐhes (Revelation chap. 2-3) that are 
represeŶtatiǀe of ĐhurĐhes throughout historǇ, there ǁas oŶlǇ oŶe He did Ŷot ĐorreĐt: the 
ĐhurĐh at Philadelphia. All the others ;eǆĐept for LaodiĐeaͿ had soŵe good poiŶts, ďut theŶ 
soŵe ďad poiŶts that Ŷeeded to ďe ĐorreĐted. 
   If Ǉou are aĐtuallǇ serious aďout joining a church, it ǁould ďe great if Ǉou Đould fiŶd a 
͞Philadelphia͟ tǇpe ĐhurĐh -- oŶe that Jesus Đould ĐoŵŵeŶd fullǇ ďeĐause it ǁas true to His 
Word. That Ŷot ďeiŶg the Đase, it is hoped that Ǉou ǁould Đhoose a ĐhurĐh that preaĐhes the 
ďiďliĐal gospel, looks to the Biďle as its aďsolute authoritǇ, aŶd is opeŶ to ďeiŶg ĐorreĐted ďǇ it. 
 

Presented ďǇ: GarǇ Westgerdes   ǁǁǁ.thekeǇsofheaǀeŶ.Đoŵ 

http://www.thebereancall.org/
http://www.thekeysofheaven.com/

