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WE  ARE  IN  A  COSMIC  BATTLE. This is a mystery. How could there be a battle between God 

a d “ata ? Is t God u h st o ge  that “ata ? It depe ds o  hat ou ea   st o g.  

      God draws His people to himself with love; Satan, with deception. There are so many 

ste ies that it s beyond our comprehension. In Revelation 5:1-6 I saw in the right hand of 

him that sat on the throne a book written within and on the backside, sealed with seven seals. 

And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to open the book and to 

loose the seals thereof? No man in heaven, nor on earth, neither under the earth, was able to 

open the book, neither to look thereon. And I wept much, because no man was found worthy 

to open and to read the book, neither to look thereon. And one of the elders saith unto me. 

Weep not: behold the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the 

book, and to loose the seven seals. And I [turned around to see this Lion] and I beheld, and lo, 

in the midst of the throne and the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as 

it had been slain.   

      In Revelation 22:1 He showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding 

out of the throne of God and of the Lamb.  I think you know that is not H2O. The Bible does 

use metaphors. When you take the bread and the cup in remembrance of Christ that is not His 

od  a d lood. It s a s ol, a d e do this i  remembrance of Him. In the midst of the 

street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the t ee of life…  (v.2). Adam and Eve got 

thrown out of the Garden lest they should eat of the tree of life and live forever. And now, 

here it is. …the t ee of life, hi h a e t el e a e  of f uits…  I do t u de sta d this. 
We e i  glo ified, esu e ted odies. This is i  ete it . “o e e talking in mystery language 

he e, ut it s so ethi g that God wants to reveal to us. …Ba e t el e a e  of f uits a d 
yielded her fruit every month, and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.  

      Wh  do the  eed heali g? I do t u de sta d it, ut ou  fo us is o  the Lo d. There shall 

be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and his servant shall 

serve him  (v.3). So the throne of God to the very end is the throne of God and of the Lamb. 

And the Lion of the tribe of Judah is the Lamb, and He is there as though He had just been 

slain. 

      We e e talki g a out the os i  attle ei g fought. It s fo  o t ol of the u i e se! Wh  
does God still have to fight with Satan for control of the universe? This is not a Star Wars battle 

ith eapo s of ass dest u tio . It s so ethi g deepe  tha  that. Revelation 12:17 There 

was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon and the dragon fought 

with his angels.  

      The Bible says so much in a few words. Why would you find dragons everywhere—all over 

the East, on the temples, and so forth? Why do you find serpents? Satan loves to be called a 

d ago . He s ot ashamed to be called a serpent. He loves to be the serpent? 

      The great dragon fought, and his angels, and prevailed not; neither was their place found 

any more in heaven  (Revelation 12:7-8). 



      Praise God! And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the devil and 

Satan, which deceiveth the whole world….  (v.9). He is the deceiver. He deceives the whole 

world! …He as ast out i to the ea th, a d his a gels e e ast out ith hi . A d I hea d          

a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation and strength and the kingdom of our God 

and the power of his Christ, for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them 

before God day and night  (vv. 9-10). 

      We see that accuser  i  the ook of Jo . The sons of God appear before God, and 

“ iptu e sa s, And Satan a e ith the .  “ata  still has a ess to God, a d he has 
authority. 

      Then it turns the focus onto us, because we have a very important part to play in this 

battle. This is a battle for the soul, for the heart, and for the mind of man. And what was our 

part? They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and 

they loved not their lives unto the death.  Satan still does t u derstand. Look at what he 

offe s to a ki d: Follo  e, a d ou’ll ha e all the free sex you want, all the drugs—
everythi g! Ho  ould the  esist it  I thi k of that poe  O  the Ki g s High a :  
          

                    T as o  the Ki g s high ay near a century ago 

                    That a preacher stood, though of noble birth, 

                    Telling the fallen and low 

                    Of a “a io s love and a home above 

                    And a peace and a joy they all might know, 

                    While slow through the crowd a lady proud 

                    Her gilded chariot drove. 

                    Make a !  ied the haught  out ide . 
                    You e lo ki g the ki g s high a . 
                    Our lady is late, and her majesties wait. 

                    Gi e a  the e, good people, I p a .  

                    But the preacher heard, and his soul was stirred, 

                    A d he ied to the d i e , Na ! 

                    This is the ki g s high ay, but I hold it today, 

                    I  the a e of the Ki g of ki gs.  

 

     A d the  he sa s that the e is a  au tio  fo  this o a s soul a d fo  all that she has, a d 
he continues (loosely quoted): 

     I see three bidders, the world steps up at the first, and Satan, and so forth, and they tell 

hat the e offe i g, a d the  the thi d idde  speaks: 
             And what hast thou to offer, thou man of sorrows unknown? 

 

             He ge tl  said, M  blood was shed to purchase her for my own. 

 

            To conquer the grave and her soul to save, I trod the winepress  

            alo e.  



 

      A d the  she s o e ted. “he takes off he  je els a d he  o o et, a d la s the , as it 
e e, at the “a io s feet. 

      “ata  thi ks he’s goi g to win. Look at what he offers! But what does Jesus offer? 

You’re ot of the orld. I’ e hose  ou out of the orld. Be ause ou’re ot of the orld, 
the world will hate you. If ou a t to follo  e, take up the oss, follo  e. That s he e 

e e goi g  (John 15:29; Matthew 16:24; Luke 9:23; Mark 8:34; 10:21). 

       

      “o, e o e to the li a  th oughout the Bi le. I  Jo  : , Jo  sa s, Though he sla  
e, et ill I t ust hi .  Jo  as a  o e o e  th ough the lood of the La ! 

      In 1 John 4:19, we ead: We love him because he first loved us.  I love the Lord! Why do I 

love Him? There must be a reason why we love Him. In fact, there are many reasons! Have 

you told Him today,  I lo e ou, Lord ? You should tell Hi  o er a d o er. 
      I tell  ife e e  da , ‘uth, I lo e ou o e toda  tha  efo e! You a e eautiful, a d I 
lo e ou so u h!  You ought to tell ou  ife, ou  spouse, ut e eed espe iall  to tell the 
Lord. 

      I  fa t, it is a o a d. Whe  He as asked, What s the fi st a d g eat o a d?   Jesus 
eplied, The fi st o a d e t is Thou shalt lo e the Lo d th  God ith all of th  hea t, with 

all th  soul, ith all th  ight, a d the se o d is like u to it…th  eigh o  as th self     
(Matthew 22:37).  

      How can it be lo e if it s o a ded? We e e tio ed so e of these atheists, 

Christopher Hitchens, very brilliant, Jewish, raised as a Christian, who really speaks in fond 

terms of his Sunday school teacher way back then. But he hates the Lord. And this is one of the 

things he would say: He calls God that hea e l  di tato  up the e.  He sa s, We e got to 
lo e hi , ut at the sa e ti e, e e supposed to fea  hi . No , ho  a e ou goi g to o k 
that out?  

      

      Well, he does ’t u dersta d. 

      Ho  a  lo e e o a ded? If a a  lo e e, he ill keep  o a d e ts.  I lo e 
Psal  , a psal  of Da id. Da id ites, O e thi g ha e I desi ed of the Lo d, that I ight 
dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beaut  of the Lo d….  

      What do I k o  of the eaut  of the Lo d? I thi k a out that a lot …To ehold the eaut  
of the Lo d, a d to i ui e i  his te ple.  

      Wh  do I lo e Hi ? He s eautiful! ‘e e e  Paul s p a e  i  Ephesia s ? It s e  
powerful. Paul tells us i  e se  I ease ot to p a  fo  ou….  I  e se , he p a s that 
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom 

and revelation in the knowledge of hi .  

      And the psalmist, the apostles,  out O that I ight know hi !  A d ou k o  hat 
keeps us f o  k o i g Hi ? A d ei g like Hi ? Joh  gi es that to us i   Joh  : Whe  e 
see hi , e ill e like hi , fo  e ill see hi  as he is.  No  e see th ough a glass da kl ….  
I sometimes cry, Lo d, I do t e e  k o  You! I ish I k e  ou ette !  It s beyond our 



ability, but one day when the veil is removed, the blindness of our hearts and eyes will be 

gone. We will see it suddenly! This is Jesus as He really is! And that is going to transform us. 

      “o Paul sa s …that the e es of thei  u de sta di g ei g e lighte ed…. We eed 
understanding. In Matthew 13, the sower goes forth to sow. The first seed fails by the 

wayside, remember? And the birds of the air come and pluck it. The dis iples do t u de sta d 
the pa a le at all. The  sa , Lo d, tell us, hat does this ea ? A d hat a out these i ds 
plu ki g up the seed?  

      And Jesus says, Whe  a o e hea s the o d of the ki gdo  a d understandeth it ot….  
We e ot t i g to just talk people i to so ethi g, The e got to understand hat the e 
getti g i to. That s hat Jesus said: Take up the oss, a d follo  Me.  He s telli g us that 
this is ot a eautiful t ip that ou e goi g o . It s going to be an arduous journey, a strait 

gate, a narrow way. 

      He wants us to understand, so He says, When they hear the word a d the  do ’t 
understand, then comes the wicked one and takes out of the heart the seed that was sown.  
We e got to get people to understand! 

       

      This is Paul’s pra er: The eyes of your understanding being enlightened, that you may 

know what is the hope of his calling, and what is the riches of the glory of his inheritance in 

the saints….  We ha e a  inheritance. We have an i he ita e i  Hi . It s goi g to e glo ious 
for all eternity. 

      But in Ephesians 1:19- , Paul ites: … hat is the e eedi g g eat ess of his po e , to 
us- a d ho elie e, a o di g to the o ki g of his ight  po e ….  

       

      What would you think would be the greatest expression, the greatest demonstration of 

God’s po er? Whe  I o side  th  hea e s, a d the o k of th  fi ge s, the oo  a d the 
sta s that ou e ade ? o  he  e si g, Ho  g eat Thou a t ? No. What is it the ? 
…A o di g to the working of his mighty power, which he wrought in Christ, when he raised 

him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand i  the hea e l  pla es….   
      I do t fatho  that, ut I do get so e i kli g of it. This is the greatest demonstration of 

God’s power—that He could save sinners, those who hate Him; that Christ would die for 

the , a d that so eho  He ould pa  the pe alt . That is so ethi g that I e dis ussed ith 
philosophers. It is not just! The innocent man is punished for the guilty! And that brings 

fo gi e ess? Ho  a  the i o e t pa  fo  the si s of the guilt ? It s ot just. Ho  is that 
going to do anything for God—or for anybody? 

      Paul tells us, Galatia s :  I am crucified with Christ.  It as t just that Ch ist died. We 

died in Him. I do t k o  ho  God o ks that out, ut ha e t e e pe ie ed it? I k o  that 
something happened to me. 

      

He did so ethi g that t a sfo ed us that “ata  does t u de sta d. We e e o  agai  
through faith in Christ when we accepted Him as our Savior and we recognized that He died 

for us—in our place! That does something. 



      The e eedi g g eat ess of his po e …that he ought i  Ch ist he  he aised him from 

the dead a d set hi  at his o  ight ha d…fa  a o e all p i ipalit  a d po er and might and 

dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to 

come: And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the 

church, which is his body, the fullness of him that filleth all i  all  (Ephesians 1:19-23.) That s 
what God a o plished. “ata  does t u de sta d it to this da , a d he p o a l  e e  ill—
but he will face the consequences of it. 

      

      I need to say a few words about *Islam, because it is growing everywhere. Let me just give 

you one contrast: La Ilaha Ila Allah, Muhammad rasulu Allah --- There is o god ut Allah 
a d Muha ad is his prophet.  You either repeat that, or it is off with your head, wherever 

they can do it. And the  do t a e— ou do t e e  ha e to elie e it! That s o e of the thi gs 
that Islam glories in: Just repeat the ords, that’s all Allah a ts.  

      In contrast, what does *the Bible say? Lo e the Lord our God ith all our heart  

(Deuteronomy 6:5; Matthew 22:37), and If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 

Jesus….  (Romans 10:9). 

      According to *Islam, If thou shalt confess Allah and Muhammad with your mouth—
that’s oka .  

      But the Bi le tells us, If thou shalt o fess ith th  outh the Lo d Jesus a d believe in 

thine heart that God has aised hi  f o  the dead….  You e e e  hat Jesus said? He 
quoted from the Old Testament—*God speaking to Israel: You ho or e ith your lips, you 

dra  igh to e ith our outh, ut our heart is far fro  e. I  ai  ou orship e.  

      *Islam is spread by the sword, I so eti es uote the  fa etiousl , Isla  is pea e. A d if 
ou de  it, e ll kill ou to p o e it!  I ish that I could reason with Muslims. Are they 

convinced? 

       

       We used to talk a out shotgu  eddi gs. But e do t e e  othe  ith that a  o e. 
You do t d ag ou  ide to the alta   he  hai  ith a gu  i  o e ha d a d sa , You ill 
marry me, and you ill p o ise to lo e e!  That s ot the a  it o ks. You ha e t o  he  
heart, and *God is not going to get us to heaven by threats, but by love. 

      This attle is goi g to e o   lo e. I e e e  the h , O the deep, deep lo e of 
Jesus…  It s a ste . I a  u ified ith Ch ist.  “o ethi g happe ed he  I et Jesus. I 
was born again by the Spirit. 

      A d He s p o ised us so ethi g. We ead it i  Ephesia s —Paul is praying that these 

people will know the hope of His calling. First Peter 5:10 tells us what is the hope of His calling: 

But the God of all g a e, ho hath alled us u to his ete al glo ,  Ch ist Jesus, afte  ou 
ha e suffe ed a hile, ake ou pe fe t, sta lish, st e gthe , settle ou….  “o the God of all 
grace has called us to eternal glory! 

       

      By contrast, atheism is materialism. There is nothing but matter. Francis Crick, atheist, co-

dis o e e  of the DNA alpha et, said: You, ou  jo s, ou  so o s, ou  e o ies, ou  
ambitions, your sense of personal identity and free will are in fact no more than the behavior 



of a vast assembly of nerve cells and their associated molecules.  Is t that o de ful to 
know! It is meaningless! It is hopeless! What is the hope that the atheist offers? According to 

them, a quiet grave at the worst. 

      Listen to Bertrand Russell: All the la or of the ages, all the de otio , all the i spiratio , 
all the noonday brightness of human genius, are destined to extinction in the death of the 

solar s ste .  It ould t e said o e learly. One day all of the dreams, one day all of the 

corporate ambition and all of the monuments man has built, the skyscrapers and all the 

li a ies ill e u ed up. The e go e, like sa d astles ashed i to a os i  o ea  of 
nothingness. What did it all matter? 

      “o ou ha e to ask the atheist: ‘i ha d Da ki s, h  do ou o k so ha d? Wh  do ou 
ite so a  ooks? The e all goi g to e u ed up. Wh  do ou st uggle to sta  ali e a 

little longer so that you can pen a few more words to the glory of the ole ules?  

      A d he  “aga  the Paga  got i  the p ese e of the os os, he e ulted, Oh! The 
cosmos! Do ou a t to k o  ho ou a e? Wh  ou e got it oge , ou e got h d oge  
cells in your body that once were part of a distant star s ste . A d the e i  ou  od ! A d 
o e da , so e of the ole ules i  ou  od  ill e out the e i  a othe  sta  s ste ….  I 
thi k that s i sa it  loaked i  p ide, a d the e all got a good dose of it. 
       

By contrast, look at Werner von Braun, the German space scientist, founder and former 

di e to  of NA“A s spa e flight e te . He as al a s eage  to testif . Liste  to hat he said: 
Ma ed spa eflight has ope ed a ti  doo  fo  ie i g the a eso e ea hes of spa e. A  

outlook through this peephole at the vast mysteries of the universe should only confirm our 

belief in the certainty of its Creator. I cannot understand a scientist who does not acknowledge 

the p ese e of a supe io  atio alit  ehi d the e iste e of the u i e se.  

       

      The first Apollo ast o auts to i le the oo  se t a essage a k to pla et Ea th: We e 
got a essage fo  ou.  A d the  ead the fi st  e ses of Ge esis: I  the egi i g, God 

eated….   
      Do you remember the first food and drink that was consumed on the moon? It was the 

ead a d i e of o u io ! Atheists sa , No s ie tists elie e i  God.  Yet these e  
were scientists. 

      God is ei g glo ified, a d the poo  atheist does t u de sta d that He has so ethi g 
wonderful for those who love Him: E e has not seen nor ear heard, neither has it entered 

into the heart of a  the thi gs that God has prepared for those ho lo e hi               
(1 Corinthians 2:9). 

       

       Listen to the hopelessness of atheist “a  Ha is: Te s of illions of viewer passed in the 

growing darkness of a universe condemned to become a gala ti  g a e a d.  That s hat the  
have to look forward to. That epitaph is pronounced in advance upon everything that Bertrand 

Russell wrote, everything that Dawkins eve  did o  ote, so h  do the  i sist, I a t to 
convert you to atheism! I want you to hate God. And I want you to have this beautiful future 

l i g ahead of ou. What a hope e gi e ou!  E pe di g su h a g eat effo t to e te d thei  



life, merely to stave off death a short while longer in order to leave some meaningless record 

of o e s ha i g ee  the e. But the e s o e o d. Nothi g ill e left of all the p oud 
structures that man has built. 

      ‘i ha d Da ki s ites: We a e stagge i gl  lu k . Ho ever, brief our time in the sun, if 

e aste a se o d of it, o  o plai , ould t this e see  as a allous i sult to those u o  
t illio s ho ill e e  e offe ed life i  the fi st pla e?  He is speaki g of those ho 
appa e tl  did t get i to the ight space in the gene pool, and they were sloughed off. To the 

li i g he sa s, i  effe t, But ou ade it i  the lotte ! A d he e ou a e. You  ge es ought 
ou he e.  He also sa s, The k o ledge that e ha e o l  o e life should ake it all the o e 

precious. The atheist view is life-affirming and life-e ha i g.  

       

But we say it a little bit differently: 

             

               O l  o e life, t ill soo  e past. 
 

               O l  hat s do e fo  Ch ist ill last. 
 

      Because we have somethi g that s goi g to last, ut the  ha e othi g like this: Da iel tells 
us, We ill shi e as the sta s of the fi a e t.  

      I love the Lord, e ause He’s heard  r , as lo g as I li e  (Psalm 116:1-2). And in 

ete it , e ll p aise Hi . I   Joh  : -8 we read: Ye are of God, little children, and have 

overcome them: because greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world. They are of 

the world: therefore speak they of the world, and the world heareth them. We are of God: he 

that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby we know the spirit 

of truth, and the spirit of error. Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every 

one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not knoweth not God; for 

God is love.   
      God is lo e. This sa s o e tha  just that God lo es.  It s sa i g that the e  esse e of 
God s ei g is lo e. God is lo e. We do t u de sta d it. But the  ou get to e se 9 We lo e 
him because he first loved us.  

       

      I love you, Lord! Why? Spend a little time in His presence beholding the beauty of the 

Lord. Get to know Him. 

      The testimony of Rabi Maharaj, the ex-guru, is written in his book Death of a Guru. At that 

ti e, ‘a i, a ou g gu u, as ei g o shiped as god   his follo e s. His ousi  K iste , a 
believer in Christ, took Rabi to this little meeting. Rabi had come to the conclusion that the 

gods he worshiped were out to kill him! Krister had brought him to this old building with the 

paint peeling off and Rabi thought that he heard and orchestra in there—a huge crowd of 

people. They went in, and I think he said there were about 15 people, and the orchestra was a 

little girl with a tambourine! But he had never heard people si g “u light, su light, i  y soul 

toda .  



      No,  he said,  heart as filled ith dark ess.  You do ’t si g a out ho  ou lo e 
Krish a. You do ’t si g a out ho  ou lo e “hi a, the Destro er. You do ’t si g a out ou 
love for Muhammad, or Allah. But these people—who were they? What had happened to 

them? And what a love they had for this God whom they serve and worship, and for this 

Jesus who had died for them. 

      Eventually, Rabi was on his knees before the preacher, who happened to be a former 

Musli , a s hooltea her. A d he did ’t eed to ha e a  e or is .  He said that as soo  as 
he put his faith a d trust i  Jesus Christ as the o e ho had died for his si s, to s  of dark 
things went out of him. 

       

      Something happened to us all. We love the Lord. I love the Lord e ause He’s heard  
cry. I love Him because He first loved me. How could you not love Him? I speak to my own 

heart. 

      It s amazi g hat God a  do i  ou  hea ts if e allo  Hi . It s the e  i th. We e o  
form above, born in the Spirit of God, when we believe the gospel message. 

      Just as the DNA is i  o ds, a d the e s o life—no physical life—without words, there is 

no spiritual life without words. And you know what they are: 1 Peter 1: [23, 25b] Bei g born 

agai …  the o d of God that li eth a d a ideth fo e e .  …A d this is the o d hi h  
the gospel is p ea hed u to ou.  

      Wh  do e p ea h the gospel? People do t ha e a transformation if the Word of God 

does t o e i to thei  hea ts a d the  do t u de sta d ho the  a e i  si , o  ho Ch ist is 
and why He came, and then believe this. We do t o e to God as that p oud lad  d i i g i  
her chariot with all of her jewels. We come as broken sinners, recognizing our guilt and our 

need of Christ. 

      The Bi le is so lea : The ages of si  is death  ‘o a s : . That s hat Da ki s is 
eapi g. That s hat “aga  the Paga  eaped. That s hat the os os ga e hi . Death. The 

cosmos—finally all dead. The ages of si  is death…., but it s e e  o se tha  that. The 
second death is the Lake of Fire, and it goes on forever and forever and forever. An eternal 

d i g, ith eg et a d e o se: Ho  ould I ha e ee  su h a fool? I did t eed to e he e. 
Christ died for me. He paid the pe alt  fo   si s, a d he e I a  e ause I eje ted Hi .  No 
hope…. 
      … But the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord  (Romans 6:23). Let me 

remind you what a gift is. If you are going to receive forgiveness, it you are going to receive 

eternal life from God, you must receive it as a gift. A gift? What does that mean? It means you 

a t o k fo  it, ou a t ea  it, ou a t e it it. A lot of people t  to pa  fo  the gift of 
god with church membership, good deeds, penance—it o t o k. E e y od s o  the same 

level. We come as hopeless, lost sinners for whom Christ died, and we must be willing to 

e ei e a gift. The gift of God is ete al life. You do t a t a gift? You a t to o k fo  it? You 
want to earn it? You want to show God how good you are? And that you deserve it? Sorry! You 

ust e ei e this as a gift, a d ou a t pa  fo  a gift. 
      The gift of God is ete al life, th ough Jesus Ch ist ou  Lo d.  He a t gi e it to ou a  
other way, but only because Christ paid the penalty for our sins. 



      To su a ize hat s ee  goi g o  he e, e a e i  a os i  attle fo  the u i e se, a d 
e e ead the e d of the sto : a  i  hea e , “ata  a d his de o s—his angels—are 

fighti g agai st Mi hael a d his a gels, a d “ata  does ot p e ail a d he s thrown out, 

because the Lion of the tribe of Judah, who defeats them all, is the Lamb! A slain Lamb is on 

the throne. You think about that. You ponder it. 

      I love the Lord because He first loved me.  

      I do t a t to fo get the Fathe , e ause the Father sent the Son to be the Savior of the 

world. He knew what was going to happen. He knew that His Son would be mocked and hated, 

spat upon, crucified, and you see that so beautifully in Genesis 22. 

      God all A aha : I a t ou to kill ou o l  so , the so  ou lo e.  What a pi tu e of 
Ch ist: The Fathe  se t the “o …  The Fathe  ga e His “o  to e the “a io  of the o ld. I  
Ge esis, Isaa  sa s, I e got the ood, fathe !  “o he as t a little ti  kid. He as a i g 
the wood for the fire, as Jesus a ied the oss. He e s the ood, ou e got the fi e. Whe e s 
the la ?  

      A aha  eplied, God ill p o ide hi self a la .  

      I lo e that e se: “o the  e t both of them together.  A aha  a d his so . It was       

a joint operation. We don’t want to forget God the Father, who gave His Son, and 

Christ, who suffered for our sins—they went both together. 
 

Prayer: Father, you are so wonderful. Your grace and your love are beyond our 

comprehension. Lord, we love you because you first loved us, and herein is love, not that we 

loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. And you 

demonstrate your love, Lord, in dying for our sins. Who could doubt it? Who could doubt that 

you love us? You never sinned, but you were treated as though you were all of the sins of the 

world, and you were punished in our place. Lord Jesus, we love you. 

 

We love you with all of our hearts. Oh Lord, forgive us for not saying that often enough to you. 

Lord, we ask for a deeper understanding. Help us to know you. Help us to have an 

understanding. Lord, we grope. We see through a glass darkly. We understand so little, but we 

understand enough to know the gospel message that you sent your Son, and he came willingly 

and took our place. And Lord Jesus, we love you for this. We ask that you would reveal 

yourself to us more fully. We want to dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of our life to 

behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in your temple. So draw us closer to you. We 

want to get to know you better. Like the song, Do  f o  His Glo  — ithout elu ta e, 
flesh and blood his substance, He took the form of man, revealed the hidden plan.            O 

glorious mystery!  Sacrifice at Calvary. Now I know He is the great    I AM!  

 

God and the Son, the Holy Spirit—a joi t ope atio , I a d  Fathe  a e o e.  We do t 
understand it, but, Lord, we want to draw closer to you. We want to please you in our lives, 

we want to serve you, we want to honor you, and, Lord, we want to take this glorious gospel, 

without which no man can be born again, wherever we go. So, Lord, give us opportunities and 



help us. A d, Lo d, e just lo e ou, a d a  that e efle ted i  ou  li es, e p a . I  Jesus  
name. Amen. 
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