
 

 

Did Jesus ƌefeƌ to Peteƌ as the ƌoĐk upoŶ ǁhiĐh His ĐhuƌĐh ǁould ďe ďuilt? 

What aƌe the keys to the kiŶgdoŵ of heaǀeŶ? 

      

    IŶ Mattheǁ ϭϲ:ϭϲ-ϭ8, Jesus ƌefeƌs to the ROCK upoŶ ǁhiĐh the ĐhuƌĐh ǁill ďe ďuilt.  
The CatholiĐ positioŶ is that Peter aŶd his suĐĐessors haǀe the God-giǀeŶ ͞full, supreŵe aŶd 
uŶiǀersal poǁer oǀer the ǁhole ĐhurĐh.͟ ;CateĐhisŵ of the CatholiĐ ChurĐh - ϴϴϮͿ. IŶ Mattheǁ 
ϭϲ:ϭϵ Jesus giǀes Peter the KEY“ to the kiŶgdoŵ of heaǀeŶ telliŶg hiŵ that ǁhateǀer he ďouŶd 
oŶ earth ǁould ďe ďouŶd iŶ heaǀeŶ aŶd ǁhateǀer he loosed oŶ earth ǁould ďe loosed iŶ 
heaǀeŶ. The CatholiĐ positioŶ is that here Jesus is giǀiŶg Peter ͞the offiĐe of ďiŶdiŶg aŶd 
loosiŶg ǁhiĐh … ǁas also assigŶed to the Đollege of apostles uŶited to its head.͟ ;CCC - ϴϴϭͿ. 
What ǁe Ŷeed to fiŶd out is: Did Jesus ƌefeƌ to Peteƌ as the ƌoĐk upoŶ ǁhiĐh His ĐhurĐh ǁould 
ďe ďuilt? AŶd ǁhat are the keys to the kiŶgdoŵ of heaǀeŶ? 

     

     IŶ aŶsǁeƌ to the fiƌst ƋuestioŶ ǁe Ŷeed to look elseǁheƌe iŶ sĐƌiptuƌe to see ǁhat else 
has ďeeŶ referred to as a ƌoĐk. IŶ Mattheǁ ϳ:Ϯϰ-Ϯϳ Jesus refers to His ǁoƌds as a ƌoĐk, that if 
oďeǇed, ǁould support a persoŶ duriŶg the trials of this life. IŶ First Peter Ϯ:ϴ aŶd ‘oŵaŶs 
ϵ:ϯϯ, Peter & Paul ďoth refer to Jesus, iŶ fulfillŵeŶt of the Old TestaŵeŶt, as a ͞RoĐk of 
OffeŶse.͟ Paul, iŶ ϭ CoriŶthiaŶs ϭϬ:ϰ, refers to the ƌoĐk iŶ the ǁilderŶess, ǁhiĐh the Isƌaelites 
draŶk froŵ as a spiritual ƌoĐk aŶd ͞the ƌoĐk ǁas Christ.͟ Peteƌ also refers to Jesus iŶ First Peter 
Ϯ:ϲ as a ͞ĐhoiĐe stoŶe, a preĐious ĐoƌŶeƌstoŶe aŶd he ǁho ďelieǀes iŶ Hiŵ shall Ŷot ďe 
disappoiŶted.͟ This is ǁhǇ I ďelieǀe ǁheŶ Jesus said ͞Thou art Peter, aŶd upoŶ this ƌoĐk I ǁill 
ďuild ŵǇ ĐhurĐh͟ iŶ Mattheǁ ϭϲ:ϭϲ-ϭϴ, He ǁas referriŶg to ǁhat Peter reĐogŶized aŶd 
ďelieǀed aďout Jesus. Peter said iŶ Verse ϭϲ ͞Thou art the Christ, the “oŶ of the LiǀiŶg God.͟ 
Jesus is the ROCK upoŶ ǁhiĐh the ĐhurĐh ǁill ďe ďuilt ďeĐause He is the CHRI“T, the “ON of 
THE LIVING GOD. 
     

     Peteƌ ǁƌites iŶ Fiƌst Peteƌ Ϯ:ϰ-ϱ, ƌefeƌƌiŶg to Jesus as a LiǀiŶg “toŶe aŶd to all ďelieǀeƌs 
as stoŶes ǁho are ďeiŶg ͞ďuilt up as a spiritual house.͟ Peter ǁas the first to ǀerďallǇ 
aĐkŶoǁledge Jesus as the Christ, ďut all others ǁho haǀe reĐogŶized Jesus as the Christ iŶ 
respoŶse to the preaĐhiŶg of God͛s ǁord are also referred to as liǀiŶg stoŶes. Paul ǁrites iŶ Ϯ 
TiŵothǇ Ϯ:ϭϵ ͞the firŵ fouŶdatioŶ of God staŶds, haǀiŶg this seal, ͚The Lord kŶoǁs those ǁho 
are His.͛͟ 

  

    AŶotheƌ ǀieǁ as to ǁhy Jesus supposedly ƌefeƌƌed to Peteƌ as the ƌoĐk upoŶ ǁhiĐh the 
ĐhurĐh ǁould ďe ďuilt is ďeĐause Peter ǁas the first to preaĐh the gospel or the good Ŷeǁs 
ĐoŶĐerŶiŶg Jesus the Christ oŶ the daǇ the ĐhurĐh ǁas ďorŶ, the daǇ of PeŶteĐost. 
    The ǀeƌse iŶ Mattheǁ iŶ ǁhiĐh Jesus Hoǁeǀeƌ, supposedly ƌefeƌs to Peteƌ as the ƌoĐk   
is Ŷoǁhere else repeated or speĐifiĐallǇ supported, fiǀe ǀerses later iŶ Mattheǁ ϭϲ:Ϯϯ Jesus 
refers to Peter as “ataŶ ďeĐause Peter ǁas settiŶg his ŵiŶd oŶ ŵaŶ͛s iŶterests iŶstead of God͛s 
iŶterests ;He didŶ͚t ǁaŶt Jesus to die or suffer Mt. ϭϲ:Ϯϭ, ϮϮͿ. Peter ǁas also reďuked iŶ 



 

 

GalatiaŶs Ϯ:ϭϭ-Ϯϭ ďǇ apostle Paul for his hǇpoĐrisǇ iŶ eatiŶg oŶlǇ ǁith the partǇ of the 
ĐirĐuŵĐisioŶ ;theǇ taught that ŶoŶ-Jeǁish ChristiaŶs or geŶtile ďelieǀers, ŵust also reĐeiǀe 
Jeǁish ĐirĐuŵĐisioŶ iŶ order to ďe saǀed or go to heaǀeŶ. Paul, earlier iŶ GalatiaŶs ϭ:ϲ-ϵ, Đalled 
this a false gospel aŶd those ǁho taught it ǁould ďe aĐĐursed or aŶatheŵa.Ϳ Other ĐhurĐh 
leaders aŶd eǀeŶ BarŶaďas, ǁho preaĐhed the gospel ǁith Paul, AĐts ϭϮ:Ϯϱ; ϭϱ:ϭ, Ϯ; ǁere 
iŶǀolǀed iŶ the hǇpoĐrisǇ ǁith Peter.  

   Paul also ƌeďukes the ĐhuƌĐh CoƌiŶth foƌ the diǀisioŶs ǁhiĐh ǁeƌe pƌeseŶt: Fiƌst at 
CoriŶthiaŶs ϭ:ϭϮ ͞… eaĐh oŶe of Ǉou is saǇiŶg, ͚I aŵ of Paul,͛ aŶd ͚I of Apollos,͛ aŶd ͚I of 
Cephas,͛  aŶd ͚I of Christ.͛͟ Here ǁe see that ďelieǀers ǁere reďuked aŶd that Peteƌ or Cephas 
ǁas Ŷot reĐogŶized as the oŶe supreŵe leader ďǇ the earlǇ ChristiaŶs. Paul goes oŶ to ǁrite iŶ 
ϭ CoriŶthiaŶs ϭ:ϭϯ ͞Has Christ ďeeŶ diǀided? Paul ǁas Ŷot ĐruĐified for Ǉou ǁas he? or ǁere 
Ǉou ďaptized iŶ the Ŷaŵe of Paul?͟ Paul goes oŶ to shoǁ that Christ seŶt hiŵ to preaĐh the 
gospel aŶd that the poǁer of the ChristiaŶ ŵessage ǁas iŶ the preaĐhiŶg of the Cross of Christ. 
   This theŶ, also aŶsǁeƌs foƌ us the seĐoŶd ƋuestioŶ: What aƌe the keys to the kiŶgdoŵ of 
heaǀeŶ? “iŵplǇ aŶsǁered, the keys aƌe the preaĐhiŶg of the gospel, the good Ŷeǁs that Jesus 
͞died for our siŶs aĐĐordiŶg to the sĐriptures; aŶd that He ǁas ďuƌied, aŶd that He ƌose agaiŶ 
the third daǇ aĐĐordiŶg to the sĐriptures: aŶd that He ǁas seeŶ …͟ ϭ CoriŶthiaŶs ϭϱ:ϭ-ϱ, ;ϲ-ϴͿ. 
Jesus’ saĐrifiĐe ǁas the paǇŵeŶt for our siŶs. Those ǁho ďelieǀe ǁill ďe loosed froŵ their siŶs, 
those ǁho do Ŷot ǁill ďe ďouŶd iŶ their siŶs, see JohŶ ϯ:ϭϲ. 
     

    Jesus did Ŷot ĐoŶfeƌ oŶ Peteƌ aŶd the apostles a supƌeŵe authoƌity ďut a diǀiŶe 
respoŶsiďilitǇ to ďe leaders, eǆaŵples aŶd serǀaŶts. Peteƌ ǁrites iŶ First Peter ϱ:ϭ-ϰ  
͞Therefore, I eǆhort the elders aŵoŶg Ǉou, as Ǉour felloǁ elder aŶd ǁitŶess of the sufferiŶgs  
of Christ … shepherd the floĐk of God aŵoŶg Ǉou, eǆerĐisiŶg oǀersight … ǀoluŶtarilǇ … ǁith 
eagerŶess, Ŷor Ǉet as lordiŶg it oǀer those … ďut proǀiŶg to ďe eǆaŵples to the floĐk. AŶd ǁheŶ 
the Chief “hepherd appears, Ǉou ǁill reĐeiǀe the uŶfadiŶg ĐroǁŶ of glorǇ.͟ Peteƌ though 
reďuked ďǇ Paul still ĐoŵŵeŶded hiŵ, ͞…  as our ďeloǀed ďrother Paul also aĐĐordiŶg to the 
ǁisdoŵ giǀeŶ uŶto hiŵ hath ǁritteŶ uŶto Ǉou͟ Ϯ Peter ϯ:ϭϱ. 

 

I ǁould eŶĐourage Ǉou to read aŶd studǇ the tǁo epistles Peter ǁrote 

as ǁell as the other aĐĐouŶts iŶ sĐripture ĐoŶĐerŶiŶg his ŵiŶistrǇ iŶ the ďook of AĐts. 
     

     Peteƌ hiŵself said iŶ ƌefeƌeŶĐe to all of sĐƌiptuƌe, ͞Theƌefoƌe puttiŶg aside all ŵaliĐe 
aŶd all guile aŶd hǇpoĐrisǇ aŶd eŶǀǇ aŶd all slaŶder, like ŶeǁďorŶ ďaďes, loŶg for the pure ŵilk 
of the ǁord, that ďǇ it Ǉou ŵaǇ groǁ iŶ respeĐt to salǀatioŶ, if Ǉou haǀe tasted the kiŶdŶess of 
the Lord … for theǇ ;those ǁho disďelieǀe ǀs. ϳͿ stuŵďle ďeĐause theǇ are disoďedieŶt to the 
ǁord͟ ;ϭ Peter Ϯ:ϭ-ϯ, ϴͿ. 
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