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The Keys of Heaven & The Christian Gospel. 

From The Bible: King James Version 
Hi, I’ŵ Gary Westgerdes, Founder of The Keys of Heaven Ministries. 
I was born and raised in a Catholic family in a mostly Catholic Community, in 

Ohio. At age seven a religion class that I was in was being taught about heaven 

and hell; God was convicting me of my sin and I was worried about going to 

hell. A ǁeek oƌ so lateƌ, the Đlass teaĐheƌ, I doŶ’t kŶoǁ ǁhy, ƌead JohŶ 3:16 
aŶd upoŶ heaƌiŶg God’s ǁoƌd I ǁas ďoƌŶ agaiŶ as I tƌusted iŶ Jesus foƌ the 
forgiveness of my sins, ͞For God so loǀed the ǁorld, that He gave His only 

begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have 

eǀerlastiŶg life.͟ After wandering from God my Father this prodigal son sought 

Him, after coming close to death, and returned home at age 23 for forgiveness. 

I celebrated my 50th year as a child of God the summer of 2013. My desire for 

the Bible Believing Ministry is to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ.   

.͞AŶd the “pirit aŶd the ďride ;ďelieǀersͿ say, Coŵe. AŶd let hiŵ that 
heareth say, Come. And let.him that is athirst come. And whosoever 

ǁill, let hiŵ take the ǁater of life freely.͟  Revelation 22:17. 

 Jesus:  Matthew 16:19, 21  ͞And I will give unto thee the keys of the 

kingdom of heaven … From that time foƌth ďegaŶ Jesus to sheǁ … His 

disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things 

of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised 

agaiŶ the thiƌd day.͟  Paul: 1 Corinthians 15:1-5, 8..͞BrethreŶ, I 
declare unto you the Gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye 

have received, and wherein ye stand; by which also ye are .saved,.         

if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have 

believed in vain. For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also 

received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures, 

that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to 

the scriptures: and that He was seen …͟  Peter:.Acts 10:36, 39-43.  

͞PreaĐhiŶg peaĐe ďy Jesus Christ … ǁhoŵ they slew and hanged on a 

tree: Him God raised up the third day aŶd sheǁed Hiŵ opeŶly … eǀeŶ 
to us, who did eat and drink with Him after He rose from the dead. And 

He ĐoŵŵaŶded us … to testify that it is He which was ordained of God 

to be the Judge of quick and dead. To Him give all the prophets 

witness, that through His name whosoever believeth in Him shall 

.receive reŵissioŶ of siŶs.͟  Paul:.1 Corinthians 1:17-18, 21, 23, 30, 31  

͞For Christ seŶt ŵe not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with 

wisdom of words, lest the .cross. of Christ should be made of none 

effect. For the preaching of the .cross. is to them that perish 

foolishness; but unto us which are .saved. it is the poǁeƌ of God … it 
pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to .save.  them that   

believe … we preach Christ crucified.… ǁho of God is ŵade unto us 

ǁisdoŵ … ƌighteousŶess … saŶĐtifiĐatioŶ aŶd .redemption:. He that 

gloƌieth, let hiŵ gloƌy iŶ the Loƌd.͟  Paul:  Romans 5:1, 17  ͞Therefore, 
being justified by faith, we have .peace. with God through our Lord 

Jesus Chƌist … Foƌ if ďy oŶe ŵaŶ’s offeŶĐe death ƌeigŶed ďy oŶe; ŵuĐh 
more they which receive abundance of grace and of the .gift of 

righteousness. shall ƌeigŶ iŶ life ďy oŶe, Jesus Chƌist.͟ 

Roman Catholic Teachings & Their Gospel of Salvation! 

 From The: Catechism of the Catholic Church © 1994 
.JESUS. ͞1. By His Death … ResuƌƌeĐtioŶ, Jesus … ͞Opened͟ HeaǀeŶ to 
Us (CCC-1026). .SALVATION. 2. [The Church] Has Received .the Keys. 

.of the Kingdom.of Heaven  … IŶ heƌ, siŶs ŵay ďe foƌgiǀeŶ thƌough 
Chƌist’s ďlood aŶd the Holy “pƌit’s aĐtioŶ … the soul dead thƌough siŶ 
comes back to life (CCC-981). .3. ͞Thƌough Chƌist’s CATHOLIC CHURCH 

ALONE … the fullŶess of … Salvation can be obtained … The APOSTOLIC 

COLLEGE ALONE … ǁhiĐh Peteƌ is the head … that Ouƌ Loƌd eŶtƌusted 
all the ďlessiŶgs of the Neǁ CoǀeŶaŶt … to estaďlish the OŶe Body of 
Christ iŶto ǁhiĐh all … should ďe fully iŶĐoƌpoƌated͟ (CCC-816). .4. 

͞Outside The ChuƌĐh … No Salvation.͟ Basing itself on Scripture and 

TƌaditioŶ … The ChuƌĐh … is NeĐessaƌy foƌ Salvation (CCC-846). 

.SACRAMENTS. 6. The Saving … iŶstƌuŵeŶts ďy ǁhiĐh the Holy Spirit 

Spreads the Grace of Christ (CCC-774). .7. For believers The 

“aĐƌaŵeŶts … Aƌe NeĐessaƌy foƌ Salvation (CCC-1129). .BAPTISM.14. 

Baptism is ďiƌth iŶto the Neǁ Life iŶ Chƌist … it is Necessary for 

Salvation (CCC-1277). 17. By Faith iŶ the Gospel aŶd Baptisŵ …          
One renounces evil and gains Salvation … FoƌgiǀeŶess of All “iŶs           
(CCC-1427). 21. ͞“iŶĐe Chƌist died foƌ all, aŶd … Aƌe iŶ faĐt Đalled to 
OŶe aŶd the “aŵe DestiŶy … The Holy “piƌit offeƌs to all the possiďility 
of ďeiŶg paƌtakeƌs … of the pasĐhal ŵysteƌy.͟ Every Man Who Is 

Ignorant of the Gospel of Christ and of his Church, but seeks the Truth 

and Does the Will of God in Accordance with his Understanding of it, 

can be Saved. It may be supposed that Such Persons would have 

desired Baptism explicitly if they had known its necessity (CCC-1260). 

.PENANCE  23. If the Church has the Power to Forgive Sins, then 

Baptism cannot be her only means of using .the Keys of the Kingdom. 

.of.Heaven. (CCC-979). 24. The Sacrament of Penance is Necessary for 

Salvation foƌ Those … FalleŶ afteƌ Baptisŵ (CCC-980). 26. IŶdiǀidual … 
Confession and Absolution remain the Only Ordinary Way for the 

faithful to ReĐoŶĐile … ǁith God aŶd the ChuƌĐh uŶless physiĐal oƌ 
moral impossibility (CCC-1484). 27. Only Priest who have received the 

faculty of absolving from the authority of the Church can forgive sins 

in the name of Christ (CCC-1495). .CONFIRMATION  30. The Sacrament 

of Confirmation is the full out pouring of the Holy Spirit as once 

granted to the apostles on the Day of Pentecost (CCC-1302). 

.EUCHARIST / MASS  36. The Sacrifice of Christ and the Sacrifice of the 

Eucharist are one single Sacrifice: ͞The ViĐtiŵ is … the saŵe … oŶly the 
MaŶŶeƌ of OffeƌiŶg Is DiffeƌeŶt.͟ … IŶ the Mass … Chƌist … is offeƌed iŶ 
an un-bloody manner͟ (CCC-1367). .38. When the Church celebrates 

the Eucharist the Sacrifice Christ offered once for all on the Cross 

remains ever present  … Celebrated on The Altar, The Work of Our 

Redemption is Carried Out (CCC-1364).  39. Christ gives us the Very 

Blood which, He gave … oŶ the Đƌoss, the ǀeƌy ďlood … ͞Pouƌed out foƌ 
ŵaŶy foƌ the foƌgiǀeŶess of siŶs͟ (CCC-1365). 

 



 Peter: Acts 2:22-24, 31, 32. ͞Ye ŵeŶ of Israel … Jesus … ďeiŶg 
delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye 

have taken and by wicked hands have crucified and slain: whom God 

hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was not 

possible that He should be holden of it … He seeiŶg this ďefoƌe spake 
of the resurrection of Christ, that His soul was not left in hell, neither 

His flesh did see corruption this Jesus hath God raised up … ǁe … are 
ǁitŶesses.͟  .Paul:  Colossians 2:8  ͞Beware: lest any man spoil you 

through philosophy and vain deceit, after the traditions of men,  and 

not after Christ.͟  Hebrews 9:24-28  ͞ For Christ is not entered into the 

holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true: but 

into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us: Nor 

yet that He should offer Himself often … Foƌ theŶ ŵust He ofteŶ haǀe 
suffered since the foundation of the world: but now in the end of the 

world hath He appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 

And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the 

judgment: So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and 

unto them that look for Him, shall He appear the second time 

without sin unto salvation.͟  Jesus:  Matthew 11:25, 28-30  ͞I thaŶk 
thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid    

these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them      

uŶto ďaďes … Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy        

laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you, and learn of 

Me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto       

your souls. Foƌ My yoke is easy, aŶd My ďuƌdeŶ is light.͟                                                                                                                                                
.Paul:  2 Corinthians 5:20, 21  ͞Noǁ theŶ … ďe ye reĐoŶĐiled to God.. 

.For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we.  

.might ďe ŵade the righteousŶess of God iŶ Hiŵ.͟  King David:.  

.Psalm 51:1-3, 7, 9, 10  ͞Haǀe ŵerĐy oŶ ŵe, O God, according to Thy 

loǀiŶg kiŶdŶess: AĐĐoƌdiŶg uŶto … Thy teŶdeƌ ŵeƌĐies ďlot out ŵy 
transgressions. Wash me … fƌoŵ mine iŶiƋuity … ĐleaŶse ŵe fƌoŵ ŵy 
siŶ … Foƌ I aĐkŶoǁledge ŵy tƌaŶsgƌessioŶs … Wash ŵe aŶd I shall ďe 
.whiter than snow. … Hide thy faĐe fƌoŵ ŵy siŶs … ďlot out all ŵiŶe 
iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God; And renew a right spirit 

ǁithiŶ ŵe.͟  John:  Revelation 1:4; 5:9  ͞PeaĐe from Him which is, and 

ǁhiĐh ǁas, aŶd ǁhiĐh is to Đoŵe … uŶto Hiŵ that loved us, and 

.washed us from our sins in His own blood …͟. ͞They suŶg … for thou 
wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood … aŶd hast 
made us unto our God kings and priest: and we shall reign on the 

eaƌth.͟  Paul’s Focus & Statement of Faith:  Galatians 6:14; 5:20  ͞But 
God forbid that I should glory, save in the .cross. of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.͟ & ͞I aŵ ĐƌuĐified ǁith Chƌist: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but 

Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by 

the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me. 

I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the 

laǁ, theŶ Chƌist is dead iŶ ǀaiŶ.͟                                                                   .   

JE“U“: ͞I aŵ the way, the truth, and the life: 

Ŷo ŵaŶ Đoŵeth uŶto the Father, ďut ďy Me͟ Jn 14:6.   

God the Fatheƌ’s “oŶ, the siŶless Jesus shed His ďlood, suffeƌiŶg           
the penalty of death for all our sin. Jesus was buried and rose in 

victory, over sin and death. By believing in Jesus the hell bound   

sinner receives forgiveness, Jesus’ ƌighteousŶess, eǀeƌlastiŶg life     
and is indwelt by God the Holy “piƌit; sealed as God’s Đhild and 

strengthened to love God and others like Jesus. Read God’s Woƌd, 
confess  and  turn  from  your  sin,  {use the keys of heaven to enter} 

.Put your faith in and give your life to Jesus.. 
Love and good deeds glorify God – they do not help earn our salvation. 

If You agree please consider a $5 monthly gift to help with printing & 

mailing. You may give to the non-profit Ministry  

any amount Online or by Mail. 

gary.westgerdes@gmail.com             www.thekeysofheaven.com 

40. It Re-Presents … The Sacrifice of the Cross … It applies its fƌuit: 
[Chƌist … ǁaŶted] to leaǀe … the ChuƌĐh a Visible Sacrifice …           
Re-PƌeseŶted … aŶd … Applied to the foƌgiǀeŶess of the siŶs ǁe         
daily commit (CCC-1366). .PARTICIPATION OF LAY .PEOPLE IN. 

.CHRI“T’“. PRIESTLY  OFFICE..42. The Eucharist is also the Sacrifice of 

the Church. The Church which is the Body of Christ participates in the 

offering of her Head. With Him, she herself is offered whole and entire. 

“he uŶites heƌself to His iŶteƌĐessioŶ … IŶ The EuĐhaƌist the “aĐƌifiĐe 
of Chƌist ďeĐoŵes also the “aĐƌifiĐe of the ŵeŵďeƌs of His ďody … 
Their praise, sufferings, prayers, and work, are united with those of 

Christ and with His total offeƌiŶg … Chƌist’s “aĐƌifiĐe pƌeseŶt oŶ the 
altar makes it possible for all generations of Christians to be united 

with His offering (CCC-1368). 45. The Eucharistic Sacrifice is also 

offeƌed foƌ the faithful depaƌted ǁho ͞Haǀe died iŶ Chƌist but are not 

yet ǁholly puƌified͟ (CCC-1371). .PURGATORY..46. All who die in 

God’s gƌaĐe … still iŵpeƌfeĐtly puƌified, aƌe … assuƌed of … eteƌŶal 
Salvation … afteƌ  death  they  undergo  purification  (CCC-1030).          

47. The Church gives the name Purgatory to this (CCC-1031).           

48. The ChuƌĐh … ĐoŵŵeŶds alŵsgiǀiŶg, iŶdulgeŶĐes, and works of 

peŶaŶĐe … oŶ ďehalf of the dead (CCC-1032). .ANOINTING.OF.           

.THE SICK. 51. (This) Sacrament … Đoŵpletes ouƌ ĐoŶfoƌŵity to death 
and resurrection of Christ, just as Baptism began it (CCC-1523). 

.CHURCH / MOTHER. 55. Salvation Đoŵes fƌoŵ God aloŶe … ͞We 
believe the ChuƌĐh as the Motheƌ of ouƌ Ŷeǁ ďiƌth, aŶd Ŷot … the 
author of our Salvation͟ (CCC-169). 56. The ChuƌĐh … guaƌds ͞The  
faith …͟ Ouƌ Motheƌ teaĐhes us the laŶguage of faith iŶ oƌdeƌ … to 
introduce us to the understanding and the life of faith (CCC-171).        

57. The ChuƌĐhes ŵessage ͞Is tƌue aŶd solid … oŶe aŶd the saŵe ǁay 
of Salvation appeaƌs thƌoughout the Whole Woƌld͟ (CCC-174). 

.AUTHENTIC.INTERPRETATION. 58..Both Scriptures and Tradition 

must be accepted and honored with equal sentiments (CCC-82).          

59. ͞The task of giǀiŶg aŶ AutheŶtiĐ IŶteƌpƌetatioŶ of the Woƌd of     
God … ǁƌitteŶ … oƌ … tƌaditioŶ, has ďeeŶ eŶtƌusted to … THE CHURCH 

ALONE͟ (CCC-85). 60..͞“aĐƌed Tradition … Scriptures and the 

Magisterium of the ChuƌĐh … oŶe … cannot stand without the     

others … they all ĐoŶtƌiďute … to the Salvation of “ouls͟ (CCC-95). 

.MARY..61. ͞Maƌy … is iŶsepaƌaďly liŶked ǁith the Saving work of      

heƌ “oŶ͟ (CCC-1172). 62. Maƌy … Motheƌ of all the liǀiŶg … pƌay         
with and to her (CCC-2679). .SOCIAL.DUTY..65. The Social duty of  

Christians is to respect and awaken in each man the love of the           

true and the good. It requires them to make known the worship of           

.THE ONE TRUE RELIGION … THE. 

.CATHOLIC….……CHURCH..(CCC-2105).͟              . 
 

#’s 1-65 are from my larger article. Full article on website. 
Compiled by: The Keys of Heaven Ministries, Gary Westgerdes, 

Celina OH 45822-1520, Ph. 567-890-9409 

gary.westgerdes@gmail.com     www.thekeysofheaven.com 
SOME  FINAL  THOUGHTS 

JESUS: ͞Thoŵas, ďeĐause thou hast seeŶ Me, thou hast ďelieǀed: 
.Blessed. are they that haǀe Ŷot seeŶ, aŶd yet haǀe ďelieǀed.͟           

John 20:29 
 

JOHN: .͞Blessed. is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of 

this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for 

the tiŵe is at haŶd.͟ Revelation 1:3 
 

LUKE: ͞A ĐertaiŶ woman of the company lifted up her voice, and said 

unto Him, Blessed is the womb that bare thee, and the paps which 

thou hast sucked. But He [Jesus] said, Yea rather, .Blessed. are they 

that hear the ǁord of God, aŶd keep it.͟ Luke 11:27, 28 

mailto:gary.westgerdes@gmail.com
http://www.thekeysofheaven.com/
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