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͞Hear, O Israel: … thou shalt loǀe the LORD thǇ God ǁith all thiŶe heart, aŶd ǁith all  
thǇ soul, aŶd ǁith all thǇ ŵight.͟  (Deuteronomy 6:4, 5) 

 

͞Jesus said … This is the first aŶd great ĐoŵŵaŶdŵeŶt.͟ (Matthew 22:37, 38) 

 

͞If a ŵaŶ loǀe Me, he ǁill keep MǇ ǁords: ͞AŶd MǇ Father ǁill loǀe hiŵ, AŶd We ǁill 
Đoŵe uŶto hiŵ, aŶd ŵake Ouƌ aďode ǁith hiŵ.͟ (John 14:23) 

 

Both the TeŶ CoŵŵaŶdŵeŶts giǀeŶ to Israel aŶd the ŵoral laǁ God has ǁritteŶ     
iŶ eǀeƌǇ ĐoŶsĐieŶĐe (Romans 2:14-15) ƌeƋuiƌe eaĐh of us to loǀe God ǁith ouƌ eŶtiƌe  
ďeiŶg. “uĐh a deŵaŶd is laid upoŶ us Ŷot ďeĐause God Ŷeeds ouƌ loǀe, foƌ He is iŶfiŶite 
aŶd laĐks ŶothiŶg. Noƌ is it ďeĐause God is self-ĐeŶteƌed oƌ pƌoud aŶd thus deŵaŶds that 
ǁe loǀe Hiŵ aďoǀe all else. He ĐoŵŵaŶds us to loǀe Hiŵ ǁith ouƌ ǁhole heaƌt ďeĐause 
ŶothiŶg else Đould saǀe us fƌoŵ ouƌ iŶĐoƌƌigiďle eŶeŵǇ, “elf. 
    

This first aŶd greatest ĐoŵŵaŶdŵeŶt is giǀeŶ for our oǁŶ good. God loǀes eaĐh of us 
so ŵuĐh that He ǁaŶts to giǀe us the gƌeatest possiďle ďlessiŶg: Hiŵself. He does Ŷot, 
hoǁeǀeƌ, foƌĐe Hiŵself upoŶ aŶǇoŶe, foƌ that ǁould Ŷot ďe loǀe. We ŵust geŶuiŶelǇ aŶd 
eaƌŶestlǇ desiƌe Hiŵ. ͞AŶd Ǉe shall seek Me, aŶd fiŶd Me, ǁheŶ Ǉe shall seaƌĐh foƌ Me 
ǁith all Ǉouƌ heaƌt͟ (Jeremiah 29:13) is the pƌoŵise of God, ǁho otheƌǁise hides Hiŵself 
(Isaiah 45:15). AŶd agaiŶ, ͞He is a ƌeǁaƌdeƌ of theŵ that diligeŶtlǇ seek Hiŵ͟ (Hebrews11:6). 

    

This ferǀeŶt seekiŶg after God ǁith the ǁhole heart, ǁithout ǁhiĐh Ŷo oŶe ĐaŶ   
kŶoǁ Hiŵ, has alǁaǇs ďeeŶ the ŵaƌk of His tƌue folloǁeƌs. OŶe of the psalŵists likeŶed    
his passioŶ foƌ God to the thiƌst of a deeƌ paŶtiŶg foƌ ǁateƌ (Psalm 42:1, 2). Daǀid  
eǆpƌessed it the saŵe ǁaǇ: ͞O GOD … I seek thee: ŵǇ soul thiƌsteth foƌ thee …͟ (Psalm 

63:1). What gƌeateƌ desiƌe Đould oŶe haǀe thaŶ kŶoǁiŶg GOD? Yet this ŵost ǁoƌthǇ 
puƌsuit is ŶegleĐted eǀeŶ ďǇ ChƌistiaŶs. 
    

Hoǁ astoŶishiŶg that the iŶfiŶite Creator of the uŶiǀerse offers Hiŵself to suĐh 
degƌaded Đƌeatuƌes as ouƌselǀes! Noƌ is His loǀe aŶ iŵpeƌsoŶal ĐosŵiĐ foƌĐe; it is 
iŶtiŵatelǇ peƌsoŶal. ThiŶk of that! “uĐh loǀe should aǁakeŶ a feƌǀeŶt ƌespoŶse   
ǁithiŶ us. Yet hoǁ ŵaŶǇ of us eǆpƌess ouƌ loǀe to God eǀeŶ oŶĐe a daǇ let aloŶe loǀe 
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Hiŵ ǁith ouƌ eŶtiƌe ďeiŶg? “adlǇ, eǀeŶ ChƌistiaŶs aƌe Đaught up iŶstead iŶ the foƌďiddeŶ 
loǀe of the ǁoƌld (John 2:15) aŶd the puƌsuit of its deĐeitful ƌeǁaƌds. 
    

LoǀiŶg God is the first ĐoŵŵaŶdŵeŶt ďeĐause our oďedieŶĐe to all His other 
ĐoŵŵaŶdŵeŶts ŵust ďe ŵotiǀated ďǇ loǀe foƌ Hiŵ. Moƌeoǀeƌ, siŶĐe God ĐoŵŵaŶds  
us to loǀe Hiŵ ǁith ouƌ ǁhole ďeiŶg, theŶ ouƌ eŶtiƌe life--Ǉes, eǀeƌǇthiŶg ǁe thiŶk aŶd 
saǇ aŶd do--ŵust floǁ fƌoŵ that loǀe. Paul ƌeŵiŶds us that eǀeŶ giǀiŶg eǀeƌǇthiŶg oŶe 
possesses to the pooƌ aŶd ďeiŶg ŵaƌtǇƌed iŶ the flaŵes is iŶ ǀaiŶ uŶless ŵotiǀated    
ďǇ loǀe foƌ Hiŵ. {[LOVE] … “eeketh Not Heƌ OǁŶ [“ELF] … -- 1 Corinthians 13:4-5.}  

    

If loǀiŶg God ǁith oŶe’s ǁhole ďeiŶg is the greatest ĐoŵŵaŶdŵeŶt, theŶ Ŷot to do   
so ŵust ďe the gƌeatest siŶ--iŶdeed, the ƌoot of all siŶ. Hoǁ is it, theŶ, that loǀiŶg   
God, ǁithout ǁhiĐh all else is ďut ͞souŶdiŶg ďƌass, oƌ a tiŶkliŶg ĐǇŵďal͟ (1 Corinthians 

13:1), is Ŷot eǀeŶ fouŶd iŶ the Đouƌse lists of ouƌ theologiĐal seŵiŶaƌies? Hoǁ ĐaŶ it   
ďe that this ͞fiƌst aŶd gƌeat[est] ĐoŵŵaŶdŵeŶt͟ is so ŶegleĐted iŶ the ĐhuƌĐh? The  
sad tƌuth is that aŵoŶg todaǇ͛s eǀaŶgeliĐals it is Ŷot loǀiŶg aŶd esteeŵiŶg God ďut 
self-loǀe aŶd self-esteeŵ that aƌe pƌeseŶted as the pƌessiŶg Ŷeed! 

    

I speak to ŵǇ oǁŶ heart. At tiŵes I ǁeep that, like Martha (Luke 10:38-42), iŶ the 
ďusǇŶess of seƌǀiŶg Chƌist, I giǀe so little thought oƌ tiŵe to loǀiŶg Hiŵ. Oh, to ďe ŵoƌe 
like {Maƌtha͛s sisteƌ} MaƌǇ! Hoǁ does oŶe leaƌŶ to loǀe God ǁithout eǀeƌ haǀiŶg seeŶ 
Hiŵ (John 1:18; 1 Timothy 6:16; 1 John 4:12, 20)? OďǀiouslǇ, theƌe ŵust ďe a ƌeasoŶ foƌ  
loǀiŶg God--oƌ aŶǇoŶe. Yes, ƌeasoŶ aŶd loǀe do go togetheƌ. Loǀe ŵust ƌesult fƌoŵ  
ŵoƌe thaŶ a phǇsiĐal attƌaĐtioŶ, ǁhiĐh, iŶ itself, ĐaŶ oŶlǇ aƌouse a fleshlǇ ƌespoŶse. IŶ 
additioŶ to the outǁaƌd appeal theƌe aƌe the iŶŶeƌ ďeauties of peƌsoŶalitǇ, ĐhaƌaĐteƌ, 
iŶtegƌitǇ, aŶd, of Đouƌse, the otheƌ͛s loǀe ƌespoŶse. God loǀes ǁithout suĐh ƌeasoŶs.  
Ouƌ loǀe, eǀeŶ foƌ Hiŵ, ƌeƋuiƌes theŵ. ͞We loǀe Hiŵ, ďeĐause He fiƌst loǀed us͟      
(1 John 4:19). 

    
Our heaǀeŶlǇ Father loǀes eǀeŶ those ǁho ŵake theŵselǀes His eŶeŵies, those ǁho 
defǇ Hiŵ, ƌejeĐt His laǁs, deŶǇ His eǆisteŶĐe, aŶd ǁould teaƌ Hiŵ fƌoŵ His thƌoŶe.  
Chƌist pƌoǀed that loǀe iŶ goiŶg to the Cƌoss to paǇ the peŶaltǇ foƌ all, eǀeŶ askiŶg the 
Fatheƌ to foƌgiǀe those ǁho Ŷailed Hiŵ theƌe (Luke 23:34). “uĐh is the loǀe that the 
ChƌistiaŶ, haǀiŶg eǆpeƌieŶĐed it foƌ hiŵself, is to ŵaŶifest thƌough Chƌist liǀiŶg iŶ hiŵ: 
͞Loǀe Ǉouƌ eŶeŵies, ďless theŵ that Đuƌse Ǉou, do good to theŵ that hate Ǉou, aŶd pƌaǇ 
foƌ theŵ ǁhiĐh despitefullǇ use Ǉou, aŶd peƌseĐute Ǉou͟ (Matthew 5:44). 

    

To loǀe God ǁith our ǁhole heart aŶd our Ŷeighďors as ourselǀes is Ŷot soŵethiŶg  
ǁe ĐaŶ pƌoduĐe ďǇ self-effoƌt. Loǀe foƌ ouƌ felloǁs ŵust ďe the eǆpƌessioŶ of God͛s loǀe 
iŶ ouƌ heaƌts; Ŷoƌ ĐaŶ ǁe loǀe God eǆĐept ďǇ ĐoŵiŶg to kŶoǁ Hiŵ as He is. A false god 



 

 

ǁoŶ͛t do. Yet at the ϭ99ϯ NatioŶal PƌaǇeƌ Bƌeakfast iŶ WashiŶgtoŶ, D.C., ViĐe PƌesideŶt 
Al Goƌe said, ͞Faith iŶ God, ƌeliaŶĐe upoŶ a Higheƌ Poǁeƌ, ďǇ Whateǀeƌ Naŵe, is iŶ   
ŵǇ ǀieǁ esseŶtial.͟ No oŶe ĐaŶ loǀe the ͞ϭϮ-“TEP GOD As You CoŶĐeiǀe Hiŵ to Be.͟  
That ǁould ďe like loǀiŶg soŵe iŵagiŶaƌǇ peƌsoŶ. To kŶoǁ the tƌue God is to loǀe Hiŵ; 
aŶd to kŶoǁ Hiŵ ďetteƌ is to loǀe Hiŵ all the ŵoƌe.  

    

Most of us haǀe aŶ all-too-shalloǁ kŶoǁledge of God. Nor ĐaŶ our loǀe for God groǁ 
eǆĐept froŵ a deepeŶiŶg appreĐiatioŶ of His loǀe for us--aŶ appreĐiatioŶ that ŵust 
iŶĐlude tǁo eǆtreŵes:  

ϭ) God’s iŶfiŶite greatŶess; aŶd  

Ϯ) Our siŶful, ǁretĐhed uŶǁorthiŶess.  

 

That He, ǁho is so high aŶd holǇ, ǁould stoop so loǁ to redeeŵ uŶǁorthǇ siŶŶers 
supƌeŵelǇ ƌeǀeals aŶd deŵoŶstƌates His loǀe. “uĐh aŶ uŶdeƌstaŶdiŶg is the ďasis of ouƌ 
loǀe aŶd gƌatitude iŶ ƌetuƌŶ aŶd ǁill ďe the uŶĐhaŶgiŶg theŵe of ouƌ pƌaise thƌoughout 
all eteƌŶitǇ iŶ His gloƌious pƌeseŶĐe (Revelation 5:8-14).                                           

    

There ĐaŶ ďe Ŷo douďt that the Đlearer oŶe’s ǀisioŶ of God ďeĐoŵes, the ŵore 
uŶǁorthǇ oŶe feels, aŶd thus the ŵore grateful for His graĐe aŶd loǀe.  

 

“uĐh has alǁaǇs ďeeŶ the testiŵoŶǇ of ŵeŶ aŶd ǁoŵeŶ of God. Joď Đried out to God,  
͞I haǀe heaƌd of thee ďǇ the heaƌiŶg of the eaƌ: ďut Ŷoǁ ŵiŶe eǇe seeth thee. 
Wheƌefoƌe I aďhoƌ [hate] ŵǇself, aŶd ƌepeŶt iŶ dust aŶd ashes (Job 42:5-6). Isaiah likeǁise 
laŵeŶted, ͞Woe is ŵe! Foƌ I aŵ uŶdoŶe; ďeĐause I aŵ a ŵaŶ of uŶĐleaŶ lips, aŶd I dǁell 
iŶ the ŵidst of a people of uŶĐleaŶ lips: foƌ ŵiŶe eǇes haǀe seeŶ the KiŶg, the LO‘D of 
hosts͟ (Isaiah 6:5). 

    

“uĐh reĐogŶitioŶ of their siŶ aŶd uŶǁorthiŶess did Ŷot deĐrease ďut eŶhaŶĐed the 
saiŶts͛ loǀe foƌ God aŶd appƌeĐiatioŶ of His gƌaĐe. The ŵoƌe ĐleaƌlǇ ǁe see the iŶfiŶite 
Đhasŵ ďetǁeeŶ God͛s gloƌǇ aŶd ouƌ siŶful falliŶg shoƌt theƌeof (Romans 3:23), the  
gƌeateƌ ǁill ďe ouƌ appƌeĐiatioŶ of His gƌaĐe aŶd loǀe iŶ ďƌidgiŶg that gulf to ƌedeeŵ  
us. AŶd the gƌeateƌ ouƌ appƌeĐiatioŶ of His loǀe foƌ us, the gƌeateƌ ǁill ďe ouƌ loǀe foƌ 
Hiŵ. 
    

There is Ŷo joǇ that ĐaŶ Đoŵpare to that of loǀe eǆĐhaŶged. Nor is there aŶǇ sorroǁ  
so deep as that of loǀe spuƌŶed oƌ igŶoƌed. Hoǁ it ŵust gƌieǀe ouƌ Loƌd that His 
ƌedeeŵed oŶes loǀe Hiŵ so little iŶ ƌetuƌŶ! That gƌief Đoŵes thƌough iŶ sĐƌiptuƌe 
passages suĐh as these: ͞I haǀe Ŷouƌished aŶd ďƌought up ĐhildƌeŶ, aŶd theǇ haǀe 
ƌeďelled agaiŶst Me͟ (Isaiah 1:2). ͞CaŶ a ŵaid foƌget heƌ oƌŶaŵeŶts oƌ a ďƌide heƌ attiƌe? 



 

 

Yet MǇ people haǀe foƌgotteŶ Me daǇs ǁithout Ŷuŵďeƌ͟ (Jeremiah 2:32). 

    

EǀeŶ ŵore repreheŶsiďle thaŶ forgetfulŶess aŶd ŶegleĐt is the teaĐhiŶg of ChristiaŶ 
psǇĐhologǇ that God loǀes us ďeĐause ǁe aƌe loǀaďle aŶd ǁoƌth it. ‘iĐhaƌd DoďďiŶs, ďest 
kŶoǁŶ Asseŵďlies of God psǇĐhologist, suggest that oŶe ƌepeat, ͞I aŵ a loǀaďle, 
foƌgiǀaďle peƌsoŶ.͟ BƌuĐe Naƌƌaŵoƌe ďoasts, ͞The “oŶ of God ĐoŶsideƌs us of suĐh ǀalue 
that He gaǀe His life foƌ us.͟ If that ǁeƌe tƌue, it ǁould Ŷot iŶĐƌease ďut deĐƌease ouƌ 
loǀe foƌ Hiŵ aŶd ouƌ appƌeĐiatioŶ of His gƌaĐe. The Biďle teaĐhes that our loǀe for God 
aŶd our appreĐiatioŶ of His loǀe aŶd forgiǀeŶess ǁill ďe iŶ proportioŶ to the 
reĐogŶitioŶ of our siŶ aŶd uŶǁorthiŶess. 
    

“uĐh ǁas the lessoŶ Christ taught “iŵoŶ the Pharisee ǁheŶ He ǁas a guest iŶ his 
house. Jesus told of a Đƌeditoƌ ǁho foƌgaǀe tǁo deďtoƌs, oŶe ǁho oǁed a ǀast suŵ aŶd   
aŶotheƌ ǁho oǁed alŵost ŶothiŶg. TheŶ He asked “iŵoŶ, ͞WhiĐh of theŵ ǁill loǀe hiŵ 
[the Đƌeditoƌ] ŵost?͟ “aid “iŵoŶ, ͞I suppose … he, to ǁhoŵ he foƌgaǀe ŵost.͟ ͞Thou 
hast ƌightlǇ judged,͟ ƌeplied Jesus. TheŶ, ƌeďukiŶg “iŵoŶ foƌ failiŶg eǀeŶ to giǀe Hiŵ 
ǁateƌ aŶd a toǁel, aŶd ĐoŵŵeŶdiŶg the ǁoŵaŶ ǁho had ďeeŶ ǁashiŶg His feet ǁith 
heƌ teaƌs aŶd ǁipiŶg theŵ ǁith heƌ haiƌ, Chƌist deĐlaƌed poiŶtedlǇ, ͞Heƌ siŶs, ǁhiĐh aƌe 
ŵaŶǇ, aƌe foƌgiǀeŶ; foƌ she loǀed ŵuĐh: ďut to ǁhoŵ little is foƌgiǀeŶ, the saŵe loǀes 
little͟ (Luke 7:36-47). 

    

It is ďoth logiĐal aŶd ďiďliĐal that the ŵore siŶful aŶd ǁorthless ǁe realize ǁe are iŶ 
God͛s eǇes, the gƌeateƌ ouƌ gƌatitude aŶd loǀe that Chƌist ǁould die foƌ us. BǇ ǁhateǀeƌ   
eǆteŶt ǁe iŵagiŶe that ǁe aƌe loǀaďle oƌ ǁoƌth His saĐƌifiĐe ǁe lesseŶ ouƌ appƌeĐiatioŶ 
of His loǀe. The Biďle teaĐhes that God loǀes us Ŷot ďeĐause of ǁho ǁe aƌe ďut ďeĐause 
of ǁho He is. ͞God is loǀe͟ (1 John 4:16). If God loǀed us ďeĐause soŵethiŶg attƌaĐtiǀe oƌ 
ǁoƌthǁhile ǁithiŶ us eliĐited that loǀe, theŶ, ĐhaŶgeaďle Đƌeatuƌes that ǁe aƌe, ǁe 
Đould lose that appeal aŶd ǁith it God͛s loǀe. But if He loǀes us ďeĐause God is loǀe, 
theŶ that loǀe ĐaŶ Ŷeǀer ďe lost, foƌ God Ŷeǀeƌ ĐhaŶges. TheƌeiŶ lies ouƌ seĐuƌitǇ foƌ 
eteƌŶitǇ (Jeremiah 33:3) --- aŶd all the gloƌǇ is His! 
    

We ofteŶ fiŶd it diffiĐult, espeĐiallǇ iŶ trǇiŶg ĐirĐuŵstaŶĐes, to rest iŶ God’s great  
loǀe foƌ us--Ŷo douďt ďeĐause deep ǁithiŶ ouƌ heaƌts ǁe kŶoǁ hoǁ uŶǁoƌthǇ ǁe   
aƌe. ChƌistiaŶ psǇĐhologǇ tƌies ŵistakeŶlǇ to Đuƌe this seŶse of uŶǁoƌthiŶess ďǇ 
peƌsuadiŶg us that ǁe aƌe ǁoƌth it afteƌ all. ‘oďeƌt “Đhulleƌ deĐlaƌes, ͞The death of 
Chƌist oŶ the Đƌoss is God͛s pƌiĐe tag oŶ a huŵaŶ soul … [It ŵeaŶs] ǁe ƌeallǇ aƌe  
“oŵe-ďodies!͟ Not so. Christ didŶ’t die for “oŵe-ďodies ďut for siŶŶers. DoďďiŶs  
saǇs, ͞If ǁe hadŶ͛t ďeeŶ ǁoƌth it He ǁouldŶ͛t haǀe paid the pƌiĐe.͟ OŶ the ĐoŶtƌaƌǇ,  
the gƌeateƌ the pƌiĐe the Đostlieƌ ouƌ siŶ, Ŷot ouƌ ǁoƌth. That the siŶless “oŶ of God 



 

 

ŵust die upoŶ the Cƌoss to ƌedeeŵ us shouldŶ͛t ŵake us feel good aďout ouƌselǀes  
ďut ashaŵed, foƌ it ǁas ouƌ siŶs that Ŷailed Hiŵ theƌe. Yet BƌuĐe Naƌƌaŵoƌe Đalls the 
Cƌoss ͞a fouŶdatioŶ foƌ self-esteeŵ!͟  

    

This huŵaŶistiĐ, self-iŶflatiŶg false gospel is ďeiŶg iŶĐreasiŶglǇ eŵďraĐed ďǇ 
eǀaŶgeliĐals. {But Whoso Keepeth His Woƌd, IŶ hiŵ VeƌilǇ is the Loǀe of God PeƌfeĐted: 
(1 John 2:5)}. EstaďlishiŶg the ĐouŶselee͛s self-ǁoƌth is a keǇ ĐoŶĐept utilized at ‘apha 
ĐouŶseliŶg ĐeŶteƌs fouŶded ďǇ ‘oďeƌt “. MĐGee. AŶthoŶǇ A. Hoekeŵa ǁƌites, ͞“uƌelǇ 
God ǁould Ŷot giǀe His “oŶ foƌ Đƌeatuƌes He ĐoŶsideƌed to ďe of little ǁoƌth!͟ Thus the 
loǀe aŶd gƌatitude toǁaƌd God that the Cƌoss ought to aƌouse iŶ us is stifled ďǇ the 
peƌǀeƌted Ŷeǁ ďelief that He did it ďeĐause ǁe aƌe ǁoƌth it. JaǇ Adaŵs poiŶts out the 
horriďle error of teaĐhiŶg that ǁhat God does foƌ us is ͞a ƌespoŶse oŶ His paƌt to ouƌ 
sigŶifiĐaŶĐe ƌatheƌ thaŶ aŶ aĐt of His loǀe, fƌee ŵeƌĐǇ, goodŶess aŶd gƌaĐe!͟ 

    

Our soŶg for eterŶitǇ ǁill ďe, ͞WorthǇ is the Laŵď͟ (Revelation 5:12). HeaǀeŶ has Ŷo 
plaĐe for the erroŶeous ďelief that Christ died ďeĐause ǁe are ǁorth it. Christ’s death 
iŶ our plaĐe had ŶothiŶg to do ǁith our ǁorth ďut ǁith the depths of our siŶ, the 
deŵaŶds ŵade ďǇ God’s justiĐe, aŶd His eterŶal glorǇ.  

    

Of Đouƌse those ǁho ďƌought huŵaŶistiĐ psǇĐhologǇ͛s selfisŵ iŶto the ĐhuƌĐh atteŵpt  
to suppoƌt it fƌoŵ “Đƌiptuƌe. BƌuĐe Naƌƌaŵoƌe Ƌuotes Psalŵ ϭϯ9 aŶd suggests that the 
͞ǁoŶdeƌful patteƌŶ foƌ gƌoǁth, fulfillŵeŶt aŶd deǀelopŵeŶt͟ that ͞God ďuilt iŶto ouƌ 
geŶes … is the ultiŵate ďasis foƌ self-esteeŵ.͟ “uƌelǇ the geŶius of the geŶetiĐ Đode 
should Đause ŵe to ďoǁ iŶ ǁoŶdeƌ aŶd ǁoƌship at the ǁisdoŵ aŶd poǁeƌ of God--ďut 
self-esteeŵ? “eeiŶg the ŵaƌǀels of God͛s Đƌeatiǀe poǁeƌ iŶ ŵǇ geŶes is Ŷo ŵoƌe Đause 
foƌ self-eǆaltatioŶ thaŶ seeiŶg God͛s Đƌeatiǀe poǁeƌ iŶ aŶotheƌ͛s geŶes oƌ iŶ aŶǇ otheƌ 
paƌt of the Đosŵos --- I didŶ͛t Đƌeate it! 
    

Paul deĐlared, ͞BǇ the graĐe of God I aŵ ǁhat I aŵ͟ (1 Corinthians 15:10). No ďasis for 
self-esteeŵ theƌe! Daƌe ǁe thiŶk that ǁe ǁill eǀeƌ ďe aďle to eƌase fƌoŵ ouƌ ŵeŵoƌies 
the faĐt that ǁe aƌe uŶǁoƌthǇ siŶŶeƌs saǀed ďǇ gƌaĐe? Yes, God iŶ His gƌaĐe ǁill giǀe   
us ĐƌoǁŶs aŶd ƌeǁaƌds aŶd ǁe ǁill eǀeŶ heaƌ fƌoŵ ouƌ Loƌd͛s lips, ͞Well doŶe, thou 
good aŶd faithful     seƌǀaŶt … eŶteƌ thou iŶto the joǇ of thǇ [L]oƌd͟ (Matthew 25:21;    
1 Corinthians 4:5). But ǁill that giǀe us a positiǀe self-iŵage, a seŶse of self-ǁoƌth aŶd 
self-esteeŵ? C.“. Leǁis aŶsǁers: ͞The Đhild ǁho is patted oŶ the ďaĐk foƌ doiŶg a  
lessoŶ ǁell … the saǀed soul to ǁhoŵ Chƌist saǇs, ͚Well doŶe,͛ aƌe pleased aŶd ought to 
ďe. Foƌ heƌe pleasuƌe lies Ŷot iŶ ǁhat Ǉou aƌe ďut iŶ the faĐt that Ǉou haǀe pleased 
soŵeoŶe Ǉou ƌightlǇ ǁaŶted to please. The tƌouďle ďegiŶs ǁheŶ Ǉou pass fƌoŵ thiŶkiŶg, 
͚I haǀe pleased hiŵ,͛ to thiŶkiŶg, ͚What a fiŶe peƌsoŶ I ŵust ďe to haǀe doŶe it.͛͟ 



 

 

    

Our loǀe for God eǀeŶ iŶflueŶĐes ǁhether ǁe Ǉield to teŵptatioŶ. Lust is Đalled ďoth 
͞deĐeitful͟ (Ephesians 4:22) aŶd ͞huƌtful͟ (1 Timothy 6:9) ďeĐause it eŶtiĐes us ǁith pleasuƌe 
that is ďƌief aŶd iŶǀolǀes disoďedieŶĐe to God aŶd thus leads to paiŶ aŶd ƌuiŶ iŶ the eŶd. 
Those ǁhose foĐus is upoŶ theŵselǀes thiŶk of God͛s ĐoŵŵaŶdŵeŶts iŶ teƌŵs of 
pleasuƌes deŶied. But those ǁho aƌe eŶƌaptuƌed ďǇ God͛s loǀe haǀe ďeeŶ deliǀeƌed  
fƌoŵ self aŶd fiŶd tƌue aŶd lastiŶg pleasuƌe aŶd joǇ iŶ oďeǇiŶg aŶd thus pleasiŶg Hiŵ. 
Theƌe is a joǇ that Đoŵes fƌoŵ pleasiŶg God that is so faƌ ďeǇoŶd aŶǇ pleasuƌe of    
this ǁoƌld that teŵptatioŶ loses its poǁeƌ iŶ ĐoŵpaƌisoŶ.  

     

The Ŷeǁ theologǇ deŶies us this path of ǀiĐtorǇ. Its joǇ is selfish. To oďeǇ the first aŶd 
gƌeat ĐoŵŵaŶdŵeŶt is ŶeĐessaƌilǇ to deŶǇ self as Chƌist ĐoŵŵaŶded (Matthew 16:24).  
Noƌ ĐaŶ oŶe deŶǇ self aŶd at the saŵe tiŵe loǀe, esteeŵ, aŶd ǀalue self. “eeiŶg God͛s 
loǀe as a ƌespoŶse to ŵǇ sigŶifiĐaŶĐe aŶd ǁoƌth salǀages just eŶough ǀalue foƌ self to 
deŶǇ God͛s tƌuth.          Let us forget ourselǀes, our Ŷeeds aŶd hurts, aŶd seek  
to kŶoǁ aŶd loǀe God ;Fatheƌ, “oŶ aŶd HolǇ “piƌitͿ ďeĐause of ǁho He is aŶd His loǀe 
aŶd graĐe to us. His loǀe ǁill theŶ floǁ through us to others, ǁhoŵ ǁe ǁill theŶ 
esteeŵ ďetter thaŶ ourselǀes (Philippians 2:3). “uĐh is the path to true joǇ (Hebrews 12:2).               
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