
 

 

 For God So Loved!                            His Compassions fail not.  They Are New Every Morning:   Great Is Thy Faithfulness.  (Lamentations 3:22-23) 
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“And you hath He quickened, who were dead in trespasses 

and sins; Wherein in time past ye walked according to   

the course of this world, according to the prince of the 

power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children 

of disobedience: Among whom also we all had our 

conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling 

the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature 

the children of wrath, even as others” (Ephesians 2:1-3). HOWEVER: The Lord … is … not willing that  any should perish …  (2 Peter 3:9) 

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him  

should not perish, but have everlasting life  (John 3:16). 

   At the age of seven I first heard this verse a few days or weeks after 

being taught about heaven and hell in my Catholic catechism class.     

Like a child I took the verse to heart and really believed Jesus died for me 

that I might receive forgiveness of sin and eternal life. The moment I 

believed, God s assu a e of  sal atio  a d the jo  of the Hol  Spi it 
filled my heart; I wanted to be the nicest little boy I could possibly be.  

   Not sure how long, maybe several months, my parents were having 

our home dedicated to the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, a church 

leader or Priest asked me h  I as so happ  I told hi  e ause I  goi g 
to hea e  he  I die  he just hu kled a d laughed a d said Oh No! You 
can never know for sure if you re going to heaven or ot u til afte  ou re 

dead, because you can never know for sure if ou e ee  good e ough 
or not.  I was in shock! After his visit I remember looking at my five 

brothers and sister running around the house screaming and Mom 

scolding a d thi ki g If ou ha e to e good e ough to get to heaven no 

o e i  this fa il  is goi g to ake it!   

   However, my religious upbringing taught that eternal life is something 

that you must work towards through the church, with good deeds, the 

sacraments and devotions. 

   I always hoped the church was wrong a d God’s ord as true, ut 

I had nowhere to turn, I was a good kid growing up but after high school, 

and then during my tour of duty in the Navy, I began conforming to the 

o ld s patte .  

   After three years I was moving up. I was having a good time and my 

daily jogging had me in excellent health. (I had received a few witnesses 

a out Jesus, a d took the  to hea t, ut I did t eall  do a thi g a out 
them, I felt my life was altogether.) I remember telling God jogging is what 

I wanted to do with my life. That very week I was given a desk job and 

began having pain in my leg. The pain continued and increased and three 

weeks later I found myself hospitalized with a blood clot in my lungs which 

had passed from my leg and through my heart.  

   With my life at age twenty-three coming so close to death I began to 

reconsider my life and its direction. After recovering from the clot and 

being placed on limited duty, I began to think about my sin and my 

accountability towards God. I started going over to the library to read 

God s o d and God began to work on my heart. A friend asked if I was 

worried a out  leg, a d I said, No, because I knew God could work 

thi gs out fo  the est.  He asked if I as a Ch istia , a d I said I did ot 
k o ,  he the  i ited e to his hu h. I e t a d afte  the se i e I 
went forward to pray and seek God. Afterwards my friend encouraged me 

to read the Bible.  

   That week as I was reading in First John this verse hit me hard,    

“HE THAT COMMITTETH SIN IS OF THE DEVIL …” (1 JOHN 3:8). I had always 

thought I was a pretty good person, but suddenly I knew I deserved and 

was headed for hell. I was shattered. God placed His finger on my sin and 

I could not deny it. 

   I went back to the library to read 1 John again the next two days, 

with the same results. I k e   life as t o th li i g if I as just goi g 
to die and end up in hell. I cried out to God about my struggle, but did not 

communicate this to my friend. That following Saturday my friend helped 

me pick out some Christian books. One of the books I read shared the 

simple gospel message that I had always hoped was true back when I was 

seven. (CLAP YOUR HANDS! A Young Catholic. Encounters Christ.    

by: Larry Tomczak.) There is nothing of myself that I can offer to God  

for my sins. My sins deserve the eternal punishment of a Holy God. But 

God s lo e ea hed out to e th ough Jesus Ch ist. Th oughout the eek 
I had acknowledged my sinfulness to God, I then read, For by grace are 

ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

Not of works, lest any man should boast  (Ephesians 2:8-9) and realized 

that eternal life is given as a gift to all who believe in Jesus. It was then 

that God s e , g a e a d pea e flooded  soul ith u de sta di g 
and forgiveness. I knew that what I was told at age seven by the Priest or 

Church leader was false. My joy returned as my eyes were opened to the 

t uth of God s Wo d that sal atio  as th ough faith i  Jesus a d His 
atoning sacrifice on the cross.     

I had e perie ed E a uel God with us.”  
Matthew 1:23; Isaiah 7:14. 
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   Wh  as the i le itte ?  … These thi gs I a  iti g to ou that 
you may know that you have eternal life – you who believe in the name 

of the So  of God   John 5:13, Conf. Version). 

   Let e see that,  … He fo used o  the e se I had u de li ed i  ed. 
He ! You e ight! It does sa  that!  

   Let e ask ou a othe  uestio ,  I ega . Dad, suppose that ou 
e e to die to ight a d sta d efo e God, a d He e e to ask ou, Wh  

should I let ou i to hea e ?  hat ould ou epl ?  

   Dad mused over the question for a few moments and then said, Well, 
I e t ied to e a good Catholi  … lead a de e t life a d o e  the Te  
Co a d e ts, I e e e  i te tio all  issed Mass. I do t thi k I e 

ee  too ad.  

   A thi g else?  I e ee  a  ushe  fo  a u er of years and helped 

out i  a lot of pa ish p oje ts. I e al a s gi e   Su da  offe i gs, too!  

   So ou d sa  to God: I e ee  a good Catholi , led a de e t life, 
obeyed the Commandments, attended Mass, served as an usher, helped 

out in the parish, a d faithfull  gi e  a eekl  offe i g,  ight?                                                  

Right.  

   Dad, I e got so e good e s fo  ou! Hea e  is ot so ethi g a 
person earns, or works for. According to the Bible, heaven – eternal life – 

is a  a solutel  f ee gift.  

   A f ee gift?  Yep, the Bi le sa s that ete al life is a f ee gift, 
u ea ed, u o ked fo , a d u dese ed. F ee!  
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   Oh, go o , othi g s f ee!  I sat do  next to him on the couch. 

Opening the Bible to Romans 6:23, I pointed to the verse … Dad … read …  

.   Fo  the ages of si  is death, ut the gift of God is life e e lasti g i  
Ch ist Jesus ou  Lo d  Co f. Ve sio .…………………………………………………….. 

   He !  Dad e lai ed. I e e  k e  that!  

   Dad, he  the Gospel is ead at Mass, do ou e e e  hea i g the 
o ds of Jesus, Ho  a o  the gate a d lose the a  to life! A d  

fe  the e a e ho fi d it ?  Matt. :  Co f. Ve . . Su e.  Well, if o l  
a few find this gift of eternal life, would t ou like to e o e of the ?  
Of ou se!  

   The fi st thi g e a t to look at is hat God sa s a out a .  
Flipping the pages of the Bible, I found Romans 3:23 fo  Dad to ead: all 
ha e si ed a d ha e eed of the glo  of God.  Dad looked up f o  the 

page. So hat s e  a out that? I  the Mass e sa , I o fess to 
al ight  God … that I ha e si ed th ough  fault.  I k o  that e e o e 
is a si e .   

   Well, e ause a  is a si e , a d a si e  a  do o good thi g of 
himself anyway, it is impossible for him to earn his way into heaven, even 

if it e e t f ee, hi h e e just see  that it is. The Bi le states this e  
lea l : Fo   g a e ou ha e ee  sa ed th ough faith; a d that ot 

from yourselves, for it is gift of God; not as the outcome of works, lest 

a o e a  oast  Eph. : -9 Conf. Version). 

   Hold o  a se o d,  Dad said. Let e ead that last o e agai ! His 
fa e appea ed slightl  pale. La ,  he fi all  said, I a t to e ei e this 
gift of ete al life. What do I do?   

   See Dad,  I said, faith is the ke  that ope s the doo  to o t. page 
 ete al life. … I t ied to li e a de e t life, I t ied to o e  the Te  

Co a d e ts. I, I, I, I. I as eall  t i g to e  o  sa io .  (Pages 

134 – 136) 
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   Read: .1 John 5:13;. These thi gs ha e I itte  u to ou that elie e 
on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal 

life, a d that e a  elie e o  the a e of the So  of God.  .Romans;. 

.6:23. Fo  the ages of si  is death; ut the gift of God is ete al life 

th ough Jesus Ch ist ou  Lo d.  .Matthew 7:14;. Be ause st ait is the 
gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be 

that fi d it.   

     My Prayer: Come to Jesus in faith for your forgiveness and eternal 

life. Paul wrote: But God, ho is i h i  e , fo  His g eat lo e 
wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened 

us together with Christ,  g a e e a e sa ed;  … Fo  e a e His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath 

efo e o dai ed that e should alk i  the  … But o  in Christ Jesus 

ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ  
(Ephesians 2:4, 5, 10, 13)  
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