
 

 

 For God So Loved!                            ǲHis Compassions fail not.  They Are New Every Morning:   Great Is Thy Faithfulness.ǳ (Lamentations 3:22-23) 
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“And you hath He quickened, who were dead in trespasses 

and sins; Wherein in time past ye walked according to   

the course of this world, according to the prince of the 

power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children 

of disobedience: Among whom also we all had our 

conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling 

the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature 

the children of wrath, even as others” (Ephesians 2:1-3). HOWEVER: ǲThe Lord … is … not willing that  any should perish …ǳ (2 Peter 3:9) 

ǲFor God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him  

should not perish, but have everlasting lifeǳ (John 3:16). 

   At the age of seven I first heard this verse a few days or weeks after 

being taught about heaven and hell in my Catholic catechism class.     

Like a child I took the verse to heart and really believed Jesus died for me 

that I might receive forgiveness of sin and eternal life. The moment I 

believed, God͛s assuƌaŶĐe of ŵǇ salǀatioŶ aŶd the joǇ of the HolǇ Spiƌit 
filled my heart; I wanted to be the nicest little boy I could possibly be.  

   Not sure how long, maybe several months, my parents were having 

our home dedicated to the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, a church 

leader or Priest asked me ǁhǇ I ǁas so happǇ I told hiŵ ͞ ďeĐause I͛ŵ goiŶg 
to heaǀeŶ ǁheŶ I die͟ he just ĐhuĐkled aŶd laughed aŶd said ͞Oh No! You 
can never know for sure if you͛re going to heaven or Ŷot uŶtil afteƌ Ǉou͛re 

dead, because you can never know for sure if Ǉou͛ǀe ďeeŶ good eŶough 
or not.͟ I was in shock! After his visit I remember looking at my five 

brothers and sister running around the house screaming and Mom 

scolding aŶd thiŶkiŶg ͞If Ǉou haǀe to ďe good eŶough to get to heaven no 

oŶe iŶ this faŵilǇ is goiŶg to ŵake it!͟  

   However, my religious upbringing taught that eternal life is something 

that you must work towards through the church, with good deeds, the 

sacraments and devotions. 

   I always hoped the church was wrong aŶd God’s ǁord ǁas true, ďut 

I had nowhere to turn, I was a good kid growing up but after high school, 

and then during my tour of duty in the Navy, I began conforming to the 

ǁoƌld͛s patteƌŶ.  

   After three years I was moving up. I was having a good time and my 

daily jogging had me in excellent health. (I had received a few witnesses 

aďout Jesus, aŶd took theŵ to heaƌt, ďut I didŶ͛t ƌeallǇ do aŶǇthiŶg aďout 
them, I felt my life was altogether.) I remember telling God jogging is what 

I wanted to do with my life. That very week I was given a desk job and 

began having pain in my leg. The pain continued and increased and three 

weeks later I found myself hospitalized with a blood clot in my lungs which 

had passed from my leg and through my heart.  

   With my life at age twenty-three coming so close to death I began to 

reconsider my life and its direction. After recovering from the clot and 

being placed on limited duty, I began to think about my sin and my 

accountability towards God. I started going over to the library to read 

God͛s ǁoƌd and God began to work on my heart. A friend asked if I was 

worried aďout ŵǇ leg, aŶd I said, ͞No, because I knew God could work 

thiŶgs out foƌ the ďest.͟ He asked if I ǁas a ChƌistiaŶ, aŶd I said ͞I did Ŷot 
kŶoǁ,͟ he theŶ iŶǀited ŵe to his ĐhuƌĐh. I ǁeŶt aŶd afteƌ the seƌǀiĐe I 
went forward to pray and seek God. Afterwards my friend encouraged me 

to read the Bible.  

   That week as I was reading in First John this verse hit me hard,    

“HE THAT COMMITTETH SIN IS OF THE DEVIL …” (1 JOHN 3:8). I had always 

thought I was a pretty good person, but suddenly I knew I deserved and 

was headed for hell. I was shattered. God placed His finger on my sin and 

I could not deny it. 

   I went back to the library to read 1 John again the next two days, 

with the same results. I kŶeǁ ŵǇ life ǁasŶ͛t ǁoƌth liǀiŶg if I ǁas just goiŶg 
to die and end up in hell. I cried out to God about my struggle, but did not 

communicate this to my friend. That following Saturday my friend helped 

me pick out some Christian books. One of the books I read shared the 

simple gospel message that I had always hoped was true back when I was 

seven. (CLAP YOUR HANDS! A Young Catholic. Encounters Christ.    

by: Larry Tomczak.) There is nothing of myself that I can offer to God  

for my sins. My sins deserve the eternal punishment of a Holy God. But 

God͛s loǀe ƌeaĐhed out to ŵe thƌough Jesus Chƌist. Thƌoughout the ǁeek 
I had acknowledged my sinfulness to God, I then read, ͞For by grace are 

ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

Not of works, lest any man should boast͟ (Ephesians 2:8-9) and realized 

that eternal life is given as a gift to all who believe in Jesus. It was then 

that God͛s ŵeƌĐǇ, gƌaĐe aŶd peaĐe flooded ŵǇ soul ǁith uŶdeƌstaŶdiŶg 
and forgiveness. I knew that what I was told at age seven by the Priest or 

Church leader was false. My joy returned as my eyes were opened to the 

tƌuth of God͛s Woƌd that salǀatioŶ ǁas thƌough faith iŶ Jesus aŶd His 
atoning sacrifice on the cross.     

I had eǆperieŶĐed EŵŵaŶuel ͞God with us.”  
Matthew 1:23; Isaiah 7:14. 
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   ͞WhǇ ǁas the ďiďle ǁƌitteŶ?͟ … ͞These thiŶgs I aŵ ǁƌitiŶg to Ǉou that 
you may know that you have eternal life – you who believe in the name 

of the SoŶ of God͟ ;ϭ John 5:13, Conf. Version). 

   ͞Let ŵe see that,͟ … He foĐused oŶ the ǀeƌse I had uŶdeƌliŶed iŶ ƌed. 
͞HeǇ! You͛ƌe ƌight! It does saǇ that!͟ 

   ͞Let ŵe ask Ǉou aŶotheƌ ƋuestioŶ,͟ I ďegaŶ. ͞Dad, suppose that Ǉou 
ǁeƌe to die toŶight aŶd staŶd ďefoƌe God, aŶd He ǁeƌe to ask Ǉou, ͚WhǇ 
should I let Ǉou iŶto heaǀeŶ?͛ ǁhat ǁould Ǉou ƌeplǇ?͟ 

   Dad mused over the question for a few moments and then said, ͞ Well, 
I͛ǀe tƌied to ďe a good CatholiĐ … lead a deĐeŶt life aŶd oďeǇ the TeŶ 
CoŵŵaŶdŵeŶts, I͛ǀe Ŷeǀeƌ iŶteŶtioŶallǇ ŵissed Mass. I doŶ͛t thiŶk I͛ǀe 
ďeeŶ too ďad.͟ 

   ͞AŶǇthiŶg else?͟ ͞ I͛ǀe ďeeŶ aŶ usheƌ foƌ a Ŷuŵďer of years and helped 

out iŶ a lot of paƌish pƌojeĐts. I͛ǀe alǁaǇs giǀeŶ ŵǇ SuŶdaǇ offeƌiŶgs, too!͟ 

   ͞So Ǉou͛d saǇ to God: ͚I͛ǀe ďeeŶ a good CatholiĐ, led a deĐeŶt life, 
obeyed the Commandments, attended Mass, served as an usher, helped 

out in the parish, aŶd faithfullǇ giǀeŶ a ǁeeklǇ offeƌiŶg,͛ ƌight?͟                                                 

͞Right.͟ 

   ͞Dad, I͛ǀe got soŵe good Ŷeǁs foƌ Ǉou! HeaǀeŶ is Ŷot soŵethiŶg a 
person earns, or works for. According to the Bible, heaven – eternal life – 

is aŶ aďsolutelǇ fƌee gift.͟ 

   ͞A fƌee gift?͟ ͞Yep, the Biďle saǇs that eteƌŶal life is a fƌee gift, 
uŶeaƌŶed, uŶǁoƌked foƌ, aŶd uŶdeseƌǀed. Fƌee!͟ 
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   ͞Oh, go oŶ, ŶothiŶg͛s fƌee!͟ I sat doǁŶ next to him on the couch. 

Opening the Bible to Romans 6:23, I pointed to the verse … Dad … read …  

.   ͞Foƌ the ǁages of siŶ is death, ďut the gift of God is life eǀeƌlastiŶg iŶ 
Chƌist Jesus ouƌ Loƌd͟ ;CoŶf. VeƌsioŶͿ.…………………………………………………….. 

   ͞HeǇ!͟ Dad eǆĐlaiŵed. ͞I Ŷeǀeƌ kŶeǁ that!͟ 

   ͞Dad, ǁheŶ the Gospel is ƌead at Mass, do Ǉou ƌeŵeŵďeƌ heaƌiŶg the 
ǁoƌds of Jesus, ͚Hoǁ Ŷaƌƌoǁ the gate aŶd Đlose the ǁaǇ to life! AŶd  

feǁ theƌe aƌe ǁho fiŶd it͛?͟ ;Matt. ϳ:ϭϰ CoŶf. Veƌ.Ϳ. ͞Suƌe.͟ ͞Well, if oŶlǇ 
a few find this gift of eternal life, wouldŶ͛t Ǉou like to ďe oŶe of theŵ?͟ 
͞Of Đouƌse!͟ 

   ͞The fiƌst thiŶg ǁe ǁaŶt to look at is ǁhat God saǇs aďout ŵaŶ.͟ 
Flipping the pages of the Bible, I found Romans 3:23 foƌ Dad to ƌead: ͞all 
haǀe siŶŶed aŶd haǀe Ŷeed of the gloƌǇ of God.͟ Dad looked up fƌoŵ the 

page. ͞So ǁhat͛s Ŷeǁ aďout that? IŶ the Mass ǁe saǇ, ͚I ĐoŶfess to 
alŵightǇ God … that I haǀe siŶŶed thƌough ŵǇ fault.͛ I kŶoǁ that eǀeƌǇoŶe 
is a siŶŶeƌ.͟  

   ͞Well, ďeĐause ŵaŶ is a siŶŶeƌ, aŶd a siŶŶeƌ ĐaŶ do Ŷo good thiŶg of 
himself anyway, it is impossible for him to earn his way into heaven, even 

if it ǁeƌeŶ͛t fƌee, ǁhiĐh ǁe͛ǀe just seeŶ that it is. The Biďle states this ǀeƌǇ 
ĐleaƌlǇ: ͞Foƌ ďǇ gƌaĐe Ǉou haǀe ďeeŶ saǀed thƌough faith; aŶd that Ŷot 
from yourselves, for it is gift of God; not as the outcome of works, lest 

aŶǇoŶe ŵaǇ ďoast͟ ;Eph. Ϯ:ϴ-9 Conf. Version). 

   ͞Hold oŶ a seĐoŶd,͟ Dad said. ͞Let ŵe ƌead that last oŶe agaiŶ! His 
faĐe appeaƌed slightlǇ pale. ͞LaƌƌǇ,͟ he fiŶallǇ said, ͞I ǁaŶt to ƌeĐeiǀe this 
gift of eteƌŶal life. What do I do?͟  

   ͞See Dad,͟ I said, ͞faith is the keǇ that opeŶs the dooƌ to ;ĐoŶt. page 
ϭϯϲͿ eteƌŶal life. … I tƌied to liǀe a deĐeŶt life, I tƌied to oďeǇ the TeŶ 
CoŵŵaŶdŵeŶts. I, I, I, I. I ǁas ƌeallǇ tƌǇiŶg to ďe ŵǇ oǁŶ saǀioƌ.͟ (Pages 

134 – 136) 
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   Read: .1 John 5:13;. ͞ These thiŶgs haǀe I ǁƌitteŶ uŶto Ǉou that ďelieǀe 
on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal 

life, aŶd that Ǉe ŵaǇ ďelieǀe oŶ the Ŷaŵe of the SoŶ of God.͟ .Romans;. 

.6:23. ͞Foƌ the ǁages of siŶ is death; ďut the gift of God is eteƌŶal life 

thƌough Jesus Chƌist ouƌ Loƌd.͟ .Matthew 7:14;. ͞BeĐause stƌait is the 
gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be 

that fiŶd it.͟  

     My Prayer: Come to Jesus in faith for your forgiveness and eternal 

life. Paul wrote: ͞But God, ǁho is ƌiĐh iŶ ŵeƌĐǇ, foƌ His gƌeat loǀe 
wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened 

us together with Christ, ;ďǇ gƌaĐe Ǉe aƌe saǀed;Ϳ … Foƌ ǁe aƌe His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath 

ďefoƌe oƌdaiŶed that ǁe should ǁalk iŶ theŵ … But Ŷoǁ in Christ Jesus 

ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ͟ 
(Ephesians 2:4, 5, 10, 13)  
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