
 

 

What we need to find out is: 

Did Jesus refer to Peter as the rock upon which His church would be 

built? 
What are the keys to the kingdom of heaven? 

  

I  Matthe  : - , Jesus efe s to the ROCK upo  hi h the hu h ill e uilt. The 
Catholi  positio  is that Pete  a d his su esso s ha e the God-gi e  full, sup e e a d 
u i e sal po e  o e  the hole hu h.  Cate his  of the Catholi  Chu h, CCC -  

     

I  Matthe  :  Jesus gi es Pete  the KEY“ to the ki gdo  of hea e  telli g hi  that 
hate e  he ou d o  ea th ould e ou d i  hea e  a d hate e  he loosed o  

ea th ould e loosed i  hea e . The Catholi  positio  is that he e Jesus is gi i g Pete  
the offi e of i di g a d loosi g hi h … as also assig ed to the ollege of apostles 

u ited to its head.  (CCC – pg. 233) 

     

What we need to find out is: Did Jesus refer to Peter as the rock upon which      
His church would be built? What are the keys to the kingdom of heaven? 

     

I  a s e  to the fi st uestio  e eed to look else he e i  s iptu e to see hat else 
has ee  referred to as a ro k. I  Matthe  : -  Jesus efe s to His ords as a o k 
that if o e ed, ould suppo t a pe so  du i g the t ials of this life. I   Pete  :  a d 
‘o a s : , Pete  a d Paul oth efe  to Jesus, i  fulfill e t of the Old Testa e t, as a 
Ro k of Offe se.  Paul, (in First Corinthians 10:4), efe s to the o k i  the ilde ess, 
hi h the Israelites dra k fro  as a spiritual ro k a d the ro k as Christ.  Pete  also 

efe s to Jesus (in 1 Peter 2:6) as a hoi e sto e, a pre ious or ersto e a d he ho 
elie es i  Hi  shall ot e disappoi ted.   

      

This is h  I elie e he  Jesus said Thou a t Pete , a d upo  this ro k I ill uild  
hu h  (in Matthew 16:16-18), He as referri g to hat Peter re og ized a d elie ed 

a out Jesus. Pete  said i  Ve se  Thou art the Christ, the “o  of The Li i g God.  
Jesus is the ROCK upo  hi h the hu h ill e uilt e ause He is the CHRI“T, the 
“ON of THE LIVING GOD. 
    Pete  ites (in 1 Peter 2:4-5), efe i g to Jesus as a Li i g “to e a d to all elie e s 
as sto es ho a e ei g uilt up as a spi itual house.  Pete  as the fi st to e all  
a k o ledge Jesus as the Ch ist, ut all othe s ho ha e e og ized Jesus as the Ch ist 
i  espo se to the p ea hi g of God s o d a e also efe ed to as li i g sto es. Paul 

ites (in 2 Timothy 2:19) the fi  fou datio  of God sta ds, ha i g this seal, The Lo d 
k o s those ho a e His.  

     



 

 

    Another view as to why Jesus supposedly referred to Peter as the rock upon 
which the church would be built is because Peter was the first to preach the gospel 

or the good news concerning Jesus the Christ on the day the church was born, the 
day of Pentecost. 
     

The erse i  Matthe  i  hi h Jesus supposedl  refers to Peter as the ro k         
is o he e else epeated o  spe ifi all  suppo ted. Ho e e , fi e e ses late  (in Matthew 

16:23) Jesus efe s to Pete  as “ata  e ause Pete  as setti g his i d o  a s 
i te ests i stead of God s i te ests (He didn t want Jesus to die or suffer Matthew 16:21, 22). 
Pete  as also e uked (in Galatians 2:11-21)  Apostle Paul fo  his h po is  i  eati g 
o l  ith the pa t  of the i u isio  the  taught that o -Je ish Ch istia s o  ge tile 

elie e s ust also e ei e Je ish i u isio  i  o de  to e sa ed o  go to hea e . 
Paul, ea lie  i  Galatia s : - , alled this a false gospel a d those ho taught it ould 

e a u sed o  a athe a.  Othe  hu h leade s a d e e  Ba a as, ho p ea hed the 
gospel ith Paul, (see: Acts 12:25; 15:1, 2) e e i ol ed i  the h po is  ith Pete .  

    Paul also e ukes the hu h at Co i th fo  the di isio s hi h e e p ese t:     
(1 Corinthians 1:12) … ea h o e of ou is sa i g, I a  of Paul,  a d I of Apollos,  a d I of 
Cephas,  a d I of Ch ist.  He e e see that elie e s e e e uked a d that Pete  o  
Cephas as ot e og ized as the o e sup e e leade   the ea l  Ch istia s. 
    Paul goes o  to ite (in 1 Corinthians 1:13) Has Ch ist ee  di ided? Paul as ot 

u ified fo  ou as he? O  e e ou aptized i  the a e of Paul?  Paul goes o  to 
sho  that Ch ist se t hi  to p ea h the gospel a d that the po e  of the Ch istia  

essage as i  the p ea hi g of the C oss of Ch ist. 
     

This the , also a s e s fo  us the se o d uestio : What a e the ke s to the ki gdo  of 
hea e ? “i pl  a s e ed, the ke s a e the p ea hi g of the gospel, the good e s that 
Jesus died for our si s a ordi g to the s riptures; a d that He as uried, a d that 
He rose agai  the thi d da  a ordi g to the s riptures: a d that He as see  …      
(1 Corinthians 15:1-5, 6). Jesus  sa ifi e as the pa e t fo  ou  si s. Those ho elie e 

ill e loosed fro  their si s a d re ei e e erlasti g life, those ho do ot ill e 
ou d i  thei  si s (see John 3:16). 

      

Jesus did ot o fer o  Peter a d the apostles a supre e authorit  

ut a di i e espo si ilit  to e leade s, e a ples a d se a ts. 
 

Peter rites (1 Peter 5:1-4) The efo e, I e ho t the elde s a o g ou, as ou  fello  elde  
a d it ess of the suffe i gs of Ch ist … shephe d the flo k of God a o g ou, 
e e isi g o e sight … olu ta il  … ith eage ess, or et as lordi g it o er those … 

ut pro i g to e e a ples to the flo k. A d he  the Chief “hephe d appea s, ou ill 
e ei e the u fadi g o  of glo .  Pete , though e uked  Paul, still o e ded 



 

 

hi , … as ou  elo ed othe  Paul also a o di g to the isdo  gi e  u to hi  hath 
itte  u to ou  (2 Peter 3:15). 

      

I ould e ou age ou to ead a d stud  the t o epistles Pete  ote as ell as the 
othe  a ou ts i  s iptu e o e i g his i ist  i  the ook of A ts. 
      

Peter hi self said i  refere e to all of s ripture, The efo e putti g aside all ali e 
a d all guile a d h po is  a d e  a d all sla de , like e or  a es, lo g for the 
pure ilk of the ord, that  it ou a  gro  i  respe t to sal atio , if ou ha e 
tasted the ki d ess of the Lo d … fo  the  (those who disbelieve vs. 7) stu le e ause the  
a e diso edie t to the o d  (1 Peter 2:1-3, 8). 
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