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Hear, O Israel: … thou shalt lo e the LORD th  God ith all thi e heart, a d ith all  
th  soul, a d ith all th  ight.  (Deuteronomy 6:4, 5) 

 

Jesus said … This is the first a d great o a d e t.  (Matthew 22:37, 38) 

 

If a a  lo e Me, he ill keep M  ords: A d M  Father ill lo e hi , A d We ill 
o e u to hi , a d ake Ou  a ode ith hi .  (John 14:23) 

 

Both the Te  Co a d e ts gi e  to Israel a d the oral la  God has ritte      
i  e e  o s ie e (Romans 2:14-15) e ui e ea h of us to lo e God ith ou  e ti e  

ei g. “u h a de a d is laid upo  us ot e ause God eeds ou  lo e, fo  He is i fi ite 
a d la ks othi g. No  is it e ause God is self- e te ed o  p oud a d thus de a ds that 

e lo e Hi  a o e all else. He o a ds us to lo e Hi  ith ou  hole hea t e ause 
othi g else ould sa e us f o  ou  i o igi le e e , “elf. 

    

This first a d greatest o a d e t is gi e  for our o  good. God lo es ea h of us 
so u h that He a ts to gi e us the g eatest possi le lessi g: Hi self. He does ot, 
ho e e , fo e Hi self upo  a o e, fo  that ould ot e lo e. We ust ge ui el  a d 
ea estl  desi e Hi . A d e shall seek Me, a d fi d Me, he  e shall sea h fo  Me 

ith all ou  hea t  (Jeremiah 29:13) is the p o ise of God, ho othe ise hides Hi self 
(Isaiah 45:15). A d agai , He is a e a de  of the  that dilige tl  seek Hi  (Hebrews11:6). 

    

This fer e t seeki g after God ith the hole heart, ithout hi h o o e a    
k o  Hi , has al a s ee  the a k of His t ue follo e s. O e of the psal ists like ed    
his passio  fo  God to the thi st of a dee  pa ti g fo  ate  (Psalm 42:1, 2). Da id  
e p essed it the sa e a : O GOD … I seek thee:  soul thi steth fo  thee …  (Psalm 

63:1). What g eate  desi e ould o e ha e tha  k o i g GOD? Yet this ost o th  
pu suit is egle ted e e   Ch istia s. 
    

Ho  asto ishi g that the i fi ite Creator of the u i erse offers Hi self to su h 
deg aded eatu es as ou sel es! No  is His lo e a  i pe so al os i  fo e; it is 
i ti atel  pe so al. Thi k of that! “u h lo e should a ake  a fe e t espo se   

ithi  us. Yet ho  a  of us e p ess ou  lo e to God e e  o e a da  let alo e lo e 

http://www.thebereancall.org/


 

 

Hi  ith ou  e ti e ei g? “adl , e e  Ch istia s a e aught up i stead i  the fo idde  
lo e of the o ld (John 2:15) a d the pu suit of its de eitful e a ds. 
    

Lo i g God is the first o a d e t e ause our o edie e to all His other 
o a d e ts ust e oti ated  lo e fo  Hi . Mo eo e , si e God o a ds  

us to lo e Hi  ith ou  hole ei g, the  ou  e ti e life-- es, e e thi g e thi k a d 
sa  a d do-- ust flo  f o  that lo e. Paul e i ds us that e e  gi i g e e thi g o e 
possesses to the poo  a d ei g a t ed i  the fla es is i  ai  u less oti ated    

 lo e fo  Hi . {[LOVE] … “eeketh Not He  O  [“ELF] … -- 1 Corinthians 13:4-5.}  

    

If lo i g God ith o e’s hole ei g is the greatest o a d e t, the  ot to do   
so ust e the g eatest si --i deed, the oot of all si . Ho  is it, the , that lo i g   
God, ithout hi h all else is ut sou di g ass, o  a ti kli g al  (1 Corinthians 

13:1), is ot e e  fou d i  the ou se lists of ou  theologi al se i a ies? Ho  a  it   
e that this fi st a d g eat[est] o a d e t  is so egle ted i  the hu h? The  

sad t uth is that a o g toda s e a geli als it is ot lo i g a d estee i g God ut 
self-lo e a d self-estee  that a e p ese ted as the p essi g eed! 

    

I speak to  o  heart. At ti es I eep that, like Martha (Luke 10:38-42), i  the 
us ess of se i g Ch ist, I gi e so little thought o  ti e to lo i g Hi . Oh, to e o e 

like {Ma tha s siste } Ma ! Ho  does o e lea  to lo e God ithout e e  ha i g see  
Hi  (John 1:18; 1 Timothy 6:16; 1 John 4:12, 20)? O iousl , the e ust e a easo  fo   
lo i g God--o  a o e. Yes, easo  a d lo e do go togethe . Lo e ust esult f o   

o e tha  a ph si al att a tio , hi h, i  itself, a  o l  a ouse a fleshl  espo se. I  
additio  to the out a d appeal the e a e the i e  eauties of pe so alit , ha a te , 
i teg it , a d, of ou se, the othe s lo e espo se. God lo es ithout su h easo s.  
Ou  lo e, e e  fo  Hi , e ui es the . We lo e Hi , e ause He fi st lo ed us       
(1 John 4:19). 

    
Our hea e l  Father lo es e e  those ho ake the sel es His e e ies, those ho 
def  Hi , eje t His la s, de  His e iste e, a d ould tea  Hi  f o  His th o e.  
Ch ist p o ed that lo e i  goi g to the C oss to pa  the pe alt  fo  all, e e  aski g the 
Fathe  to fo gi e those ho ailed Hi  the e (Luke 23:34). “u h is the lo e that the 
Ch istia , ha i g e pe ie ed it fo  hi self, is to a ifest th ough Ch ist li i g i  hi : 
Lo e ou  e e ies, less the  that u se ou, do good to the  that hate ou, a d p a  

fo  the  hi h despitefull  use ou, a d pe se ute ou  (Matthew 5:44). 

    

To lo e God ith our hole heart a d our eigh ors as oursel es is ot so ethi g  
e a  p odu e  self-effo t. Lo e fo  ou  fello s ust e the e p essio  of God s lo e 

i  ou  hea ts; o  a  e lo e God e ept  o i g to k o  Hi  as He is. A false god 



 

 

o t do. Yet at the 99  Natio al P a e  B eakfast i  Washi gto , D.C., Vi e P eside t 
Al Go e said, Faith i  God, elia e upo  a Highe  Po e ,  Whate e  Na e, is i    

 ie  esse tial.  No o e a  lo e the -“TEP GOD As You Co ei e Hi  to Be.   
That ould e like lo i g so e i agi a  pe so . To k o  the t ue God is to lo e Hi ; 
a d to k o  Hi  ette  is to lo e Hi  all the o e.  

    

Most of us ha e a  all-too-shallo  k o ledge of God. Nor a  our lo e for God gro  
e ept fro  a deepe i g appre iatio  of His lo e for us--a  appre iatio  that ust 
i lude t o e tre es:  

) God’s i fi ite great ess; a d  

) Our si ful, ret hed u orthi ess.  

 

That He, ho is so high a d hol , ould stoop so lo  to redee  u orth  si ers 
sup e el  e eals a d de o st ates His lo e. “u h a  u de sta di g is the asis of ou  
lo e a d g atitude i  etu  a d ill e the u ha gi g the e of ou  p aise th oughout 
all ete it  i  His glo ious p ese e (Revelation 5:8-14).                                           

    

There a  e o dou t that the learer o e’s isio  of God e o es, the ore 
u orth  o e feels, a d thus the ore grateful for His gra e a d lo e.  

 

“u h has al a s ee  the testi o  of e  a d o e  of God. Jo  ried out to God,  
I ha e hea d of thee  the hea i g of the ea : ut o  i e e e seeth thee. 

Whe efo e I a ho  [hate] self, a d epe t i  dust a d ashes (Job 42:5-6). Isaiah like ise 
la e ted, Woe is e! Fo  I a  u do e; e ause I a  a a  of u lea  lips, a d I d ell 
i  the idst of a people of u lea  lips: fo  i e e es ha e see  the Ki g, the LO‘D of 
hosts  (Isaiah 6:5). 

    

“u h re og itio  of their si  a d u orthi ess did ot de rease ut e ha ed the 
sai ts  lo e fo  God a d app e iatio  of His g a e. The o e lea l  e see the i fi ite 
has  et ee  God s glo  a d ou  si ful falli g sho t the eof (Romans 3:23), the  

g eate  ill e ou  app e iatio  of His g a e a d lo e i  idgi g that gulf to edee   
us. A d the g eate  ou  app e iatio  of His lo e fo  us, the g eate  ill e ou  lo e fo  
Hi . 
    

There is o jo  that a  o pare to that of lo e e ha ged. Nor is there a  sorro   
so deep as that of lo e spu ed o  ig o ed. Ho  it ust g ie e ou  Lo d that His 
edee ed o es lo e Hi  so little i  etu ! That g ief o es th ough i  s iptu e 

passages su h as these: I ha e ou ished a d ought up hild e , a d the  ha e 
e elled agai st Me  (Isaiah 1:2). Ca  a aid fo get he  o a e ts o  a ide he  atti e? 



 

 

Yet M  people ha e fo gotte  Me da s ithout u e  (Jeremiah 2:32). 

    

E e  ore reprehe si le tha  forgetful ess a d egle t is the tea hi g of Christia  
ps holog  that God lo es us e ause e a e lo a le a d o th it. ‘i ha d Do i s, est 
k o  Asse lies of God ps hologist, suggest that o e epeat, I a  a lo a le, 
fo gi a le pe so .  B u e Na a o e oasts, The “o  of God o side s us of su h alue 
that He ga e His life fo  us.  If that e e t ue, it ould ot i ease ut de ease ou  
lo e fo  Hi  a d ou  app e iatio  of His g a e. The Bi le tea hes that our lo e for God 
a d our appre iatio  of His lo e a d forgi e ess ill e i  proportio  to the 
re og itio  of our si  a d u orthi ess. 
    

“u h as the lesso  Christ taught “i o  the Pharisee he  He as a guest i  his 
house. Jesus told of a edito  ho fo ga e t o de to s, o e ho o ed a ast su  a d   
a othe  ho o ed al ost othi g. The  He asked “i o , Whi h of the  ill lo e hi  
[the edito ] ost?  “aid “i o , I suppose … he, to ho  he fo ga e ost.  Thou 
hast ightl  judged,  eplied Jesus. The , e uki g “i o  fo  faili g e e  to gi e Hi  

ate  a d a to el, a d o e di g the o a  ho had ee  ashi g His feet ith 
he  tea s a d ipi g the  ith he  hai , Ch ist de la ed poi tedl , He  si s, hi h a e 

a , a e fo gi e ; fo  she lo ed u h: ut to ho  little is fo gi e , the sa e lo es 
little  (Luke 7:36-47). 

    

It is oth logi al a d i li al that the ore si ful a d orthless e realize e are i  
God s e es, the g eate  ou  g atitude a d lo e that Ch ist ould die fo  us. B  hate e    
e te t e i agi e that e a e lo a le o  o th His sa ifi e e lesse  ou  app e iatio  
of His lo e. The Bi le tea hes that God lo es us ot e ause of ho e a e ut e ause 
of ho He is. God is lo e  (1 John 4:16). If God lo ed us e ause so ethi g att a ti e o  

o th hile ithi  us eli ited that lo e, the , ha gea le eatu es that e a e, e 
ould lose that appeal a d ith it God s lo e. But if He lo es us e ause God is lo e, 

the  that lo e a  e er e lost, fo  God e e  ha ges. The ei  lies ou  se u it  fo  
ete it  (Jeremiah 33:3) --- a d all the glo  is His! 
    

We ofte  fi d it diffi ult, espe iall  i  tr i g ir u sta es, to rest i  God’s great  
lo e fo  us-- o dou t e ause deep ithi  ou  hea ts e k o  ho  u o th  e   
a e. Ch istia  ps holog  t ies istake l  to u e this se se of u o thi ess  
pe suadi g us that e a e o th it afte  all. ‘o e t “ hulle  de la es, The death of 
Ch ist o  the oss is God s p i e tag o  a hu a  soul … [It ea s] e eall  a e  
“o e- odies!  Not so. Christ did ’t die for “o e- odies ut for si ers. Do i s  
sa s, If e had t ee  o th it He ould t ha e paid the p i e.  O  the o t a ,  
the g eate  the p i e the ostlie  ou  si , ot ou  o th. That the si less “o  of God 



 

 

ust die upo  the C oss to edee  us should t ake us feel good a out ou sel es  
ut asha ed, fo  it as ou  si s that ailed Hi  the e. Yet B u e Na a o e alls the 

C oss a fou datio  fo  self-estee !   

    

This hu a isti , self-i flati g false gospel is ei g i reasi gl  e ra ed  
e a geli als. {But Whoso Keepeth His Wo d, I  hi  Ve il  is the Lo e of God Pe fe ted: 
(1 John 2:5)}. Esta lishi g the ou selee s self- o th is a ke  o ept utilized at ‘apha 
ou seli g e te s fou ded  ‘o e t “. M Gee. A tho  A. Hoeke a ites, “u el  

God ould ot gi e His “o  fo  eatu es He o side ed to e of little o th!  Thus the 
lo e a d g atitude to a d God that the C oss ought to a ouse i  us is stifled  the 
pe e ted e  elief that He did it e ause e a e o th it. Ja  Ada s poi ts out the 
horri le error of tea hi g that hat God does fo  us is a espo se o  His pa t to ou  
sig ifi a e athe  tha  a  a t of His lo e, f ee e , good ess a d g a e!  

    

Our so g for eter it  ill e, Worth  is the La  (Revelation 5:12). Hea e  has o 
pla e for the erro eous elief that Christ died e ause e are orth it. Christ’s death 
i  our pla e had othi g to do ith our orth ut ith the depths of our si , the 
de a ds ade  God’s justi e, a d His eter al glor .  

    

Of ou se those ho ought hu a isti  ps holog s selfis  i to the hu h atte pt  
to suppo t it f o  “ iptu e. B u e Na a o e uotes Psal  9 a d suggests that the 

o de ful patte  fo  g o th, fulfill e t a d de elop e t  that God uilt i to ou  
ge es … is the ulti ate asis fo  self-estee .  “u el  the ge ius of the ge eti  ode 
should ause e to o  i  o de  a d o ship at the isdo  a d po e  of God-- ut 
self-estee ? “eei g the a els of God s eati e po e  i   ge es is o o e ause 
fo  self-e altatio  tha  seei g God s eati e po e  i  a othe s ge es o  i  a  othe  
pa t of the os os --- I did t eate it! 
    

Paul de lared, B  the gra e of God I a  hat I a  (1 Corinthians 15:10). No asis for 
self-estee  the e! Da e e thi k that e ill e e  e a le to e ase f o  ou  e o ies 
the fa t that e a e u o th  si e s sa ed  g a e? Yes, God i  His g a e ill gi e   
us o s a d e a ds a d e ill e e  hea  f o  ou  Lo d s lips, Well do e, thou 
good a d faithful     se a t … e te  thou i to the jo  of th  [L]o d  (Matthew 25:21;    
1 Corinthians 4:5). But ill that gi e us a positi e self-i age, a se se of self- o th a d 
self-estee ? C.“. Le is a s ers: The hild ho is patted o  the a k fo  doi g a  
lesso  ell … the sa ed soul to ho  Ch ist sa s, Well do e,  a e pleased a d ought to 

e. Fo  he e pleasu e lies ot i  hat ou a e ut i  the fa t that ou ha e pleased 
so eo e ou ightl  a ted to please. The t ou le egi s he  ou pass f o  thi ki g, 
I ha e pleased hi ,  to thi ki g, What a fi e pe so  I ust e to ha e do e it.  



 

 

    

Our lo e for God e e  i flue es hether e ield to te ptatio . Lust is alled oth 
de eitful  (Ephesians 4:22) a d hu tful  (1 Timothy 6:9) e ause it e ti es us ith pleasu e 

that is ief a d i ol es diso edie e to God a d thus leads to pai  a d ui  i  the e d. 
Those hose fo us is upo  the sel es thi k of God s o a d e ts i  te s of 
pleasu es de ied. But those ho a e e aptu ed  God s lo e ha e ee  deli e ed  
f o  self a d fi d t ue a d lasti g pleasu e a d jo  i  o e i g a d thus pleasi g Hi . 
The e is a jo  that o es f o  pleasi g God that is so fa  e o d a  pleasu e of    
this o ld that te ptatio  loses its po e  i  o pa iso .  

     

The e  theolog  de ies us this path of i tor . Its jo  is selfish. To o e  the first a d 
g eat o a d e t is e essa il  to de  self as Ch ist o a ded (Matthew 16:24).  
No  a  o e de  self a d at the sa e ti e lo e, estee , a d alue self. “eei g God s 
lo e as a espo se to  sig ifi a e a d o th sal ages just e ough alue fo  self to 
de  God s t uth.          Let us forget oursel es, our eeds a d hurts, a d seek  
to k o  a d lo e God Fathe , “o  a d Hol  “pi it  e ause of ho He is a d His lo e 
a d gra e to us. His lo e ill the  flo  through us to others, ho  e ill the  
estee  etter tha  oursel es (Philippians 2:3). “u h is the path to true jo  (Hebrews 12:2).               
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