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Those Who liǀe iŶ the ŵoderŶ ǁesterŶ ǁorld do Ŷot ĐatĐh the full sigŶifiĐaŶĐe of Jesus’ 
proŵise [iŶ John 14:1-3 that He ǁould go to His Father’s house to prepare a plaĐe for 
theŵ, aŶd theŶ Đoŵe ďaĐk aŶd reĐeiǀe theŵ to Hiŵself]. This is due to the faĐt iŶ His 
proŵise Jesus ǁas draǁiŶg aŶ aŶalogǇ froŵ Jeǁish ŵarriage Đustoŵs iŶ ďiďliĐal tiŵes. 
    

BǇ Jesus’ tiŵe, it ǁas usual for [a ŵarriage] ĐoǀeŶaŶt to ďe estaďlished as result of the 
prospeĐtiǀe ďridegrooŵ takiŶg the iŶitiatiǀe. [He] ǁould traǀel froŵ his father’s house to 
the hoŵe of the prospeĐtiǀe ďride. There he ǁould Ŷegotiate ǁith the father of the 
ǇouŶg ǁoŵaŶ to deterŵiŶe the priĐe ;ŵoharͿ that he ŵust paǇ to purĐhase his ďride. 
OŶĐe the ďridegrooŵ paid the purĐhase priĐe, the ŵarriage [aŶd ďetrothal] ĐoǀeŶaŶt 
ǁas thereďǇ estaďlished, aŶd the ǇouŶg ŵaŶ aŶd ǁoŵaŶ ǁere regarded to ďe husďaŶd 
aŶd ǁife. Froŵ that ŵoŵeŶt oŶ the ďride ǁas deĐlared to ďe ĐoŶseĐrated or saŶĐtified, 
set apart eǆĐlusiǀelǇ for her ďridegrooŵ. As a sǇŵďol of the ĐoǀeŶaŶt relatioŶship   
that had ďeeŶ estaďlished, the grooŵ aŶd ďride ǁould driŶk froŵ a Đup of ǁiŶe oǀer 
ǁhiĐh a ďetrothal ďeŶediĐtioŶ had ďeeŶ proŶouŶĐed. 
    

[T]he grooŵ ǁould leaǀe the hoŵe of the ďride aŶd returŶ to his father’s house. There 
he ǁould reŵaiŶ separate froŵ his ďride for a period of tǁelǀe ŵoŶths. This period of 
separatioŶ afforded the ďride tiŵe to gather her trousseau aŶd to prepare for ŵarried 
life. The grooŵ oĐĐupied hiŵself ǁith the preparatioŶ of liǀiŶg aĐĐoŵŵodatioŶs iŶ his 
father’s house to ǁhiĐh he Đould ďriŶg his ďride. 
    

At the eŶd of the period of separatioŶ, the grooŵ ǁould Đoŵe to take his ďride to liǀe 
ǁith hiŵ. The takiŶg of the ďride usuallǇ took plaĐe at Ŷight. The grooŵ, ďest ŵaŶ, aŶd 
other ŵale esĐorts ǁould leaǀe the grooŵ’s father’s house aŶd ĐoŶduĐt a torĐhlight 
proĐessioŶ to the hoŵe of the ďride. Although the ďride ǁas eǆpeĐtiŶg her grooŵ to 
Đoŵe for her, she did Ŷot kŶoǁ the eǆaĐt tiŵe of his ĐoŵiŶg. As a result, the grooŵ’s 
arriǀal ǁould ďe preĐeded ďǇ a shout. This shout ǁould foreǁarŶ the ďride to ďe 
prepared for the ĐoŵiŶg of the grooŵ. 
    

“hortlǇ after arriǀal [at the grooŵ’s father’s house], the ďride aŶd grooŵ ǁould      
ďe esĐorted ďǇ the other ŵeŵďers of the ǁeddiŶg partǇ to the ďridal Đhaŵďer 
;huppahͿ. Prior to eŶteriŶg the Đhaŵďer, the ďride reŵaiŶed ǀeiled so that Ŷo oŶe Đould 
see her faĐe. There iŶ the priǀaĐǇ of [the ďridal Đhaŵďer, the ďride aŶd grooŵ] ǁould 
eŶter iŶto phǇsiĐal uŶioŶ for the first tiŵe, thereďǇ ĐoŶsuŵŵatiŶg the ŵarriage that had 
ďeeŶ ĐoǀeŶaŶted earlier. 
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After the ŵarriage ǁas ĐoŶsuŵŵated, the grooŵ ǁould aŶŶouŶĐe the ĐoŶsuŵŵatioŶ  
to the other ŵeŵďers of the ǁeddiŶg partǇ ǁaitiŶg outside the Đhaŵďer (John 3:29). 
UpoŶ reĐeiǀiŶg this good Ŷeǁs, the ǁeddiŶg guests ǁould feast aŶd ŵake ŵerrǇ for the 
Ŷeǆt seǀeŶ daǇs. DuriŶg the seǀeŶ daǇs of the ǁeddiŶg festiǀities, ǁhiĐh ǁere 
soŵetiŵes Đalled ͞seǀeŶ daǇs of the huppah,͟ the ďride reŵaiŶed hiddeŶ iŶ the ďridal 
Đhaŵďer. At the ĐoŶĐlusioŶ of these seǀeŶ daǇs, the grooŵ ǁould ďriŶg his ďride out of 
the ďridal Đhaŵďer, Ŷoǁ ǁith her ǀeil reŵoǀed, so that all Đould see ǁho his ďride ǁas. 
   

     

IŶ the eǆaŵiŶatioŶ of the aŶalogǇ [of Jesus’ proŵise to His disĐiples], the first thiŶg  
that should ďe Ŷoted is the faĐt that the “Đriptures regard the Church to ďe the Bride  
of Christ (Ephesians 5:22-23). IŶ additioŶ, just as the Jeǁish ďridegrooŵ took the iŶitiatiǀe 
iŶ ŵarriage ďǇ leaǀiŶg his father’s house aŶd traǀeliŶg to the hoŵe of the prospeĐtiǀe 
ďride, so Jesus left His Father’s house iŶ heaǀeŶ aŶd traǀeled to earth, the hoŵe of   
His prospeĐtiǀe ChurĐh, oǀer ϭ,9ϬϬ Ǉears ago. 
    

IŶ the saŵe ŵaŶŶer as the Jeǁish ďridegrooŵ Đaŵe to the ďride’s hoŵe for the purpose 
of oďtaiŶiŶg her through the estaďlishŵeŶt of a ŵarriage ĐoǀeŶaŶt, so Jesus Đaŵe to 
earth for the purpose of oďtaiŶiŶg the ChurĐh through the estaďlishŵeŶt of a ĐoǀeŶaŶt. 
OŶ the saŵe Ŷight iŶ ǁhiĐh Jesus ŵade His proŵise iŶ JohŶ ϭ4, He iŶstituted 
ĐoŵŵuŶioŶ. As he passed the Đup of ǁiŶe to His disĐiples, He said: ͞This Đup is the Ŷeǁ 
testaŵeŶt iŶ ŵǇ ďlood͟ (1 Corinthians 11:25). This ǁas His ǁaǇ of saǇiŶg that He ǁould 
estaďlish a Ŷeǁ ĐoǀeŶaŶt through the sheddiŶg of His ďlood oŶ the Đross. Parallel to the 
Đustoŵ of the Jeǁish grooŵ paǇiŶg a priĐe to purĐhase his ďride, Jesus paid a priĐe to 
purĐhase His ďride, the ChurĐh. The priĐe that He paid ǁas His oǁŶ life ďlood. It ǁas 
ďeĐause of this purĐhase priĐe that Paul ǁrote the folloǁiŶg to ŵeŵďers of the Church: 
͞kŶoǁ Ǉe Ŷot that … Ǉe are Ŷot Ǉour oǁŶ? For Ǉe are ďought ǁith a priĐe: therefore 
glorifǇ God iŶ Ǉour ďodǇ, aŶd iŶ Ǉour spirit, ǁhiĐh are God’s͟ (1 Corinthians 6:19-20).  

    

Analogous ǁith the Jeǁish ďride ďeiŶg deĐlared to ďe saŶĐtified or set apart 
eǆĐlusiǀelǇ for her grooŵ oŶĐe the ŵarriage ĐoǀeŶaŶt ǁas estaďlished, the Church   
has ďeeŶ deĐlared to ďe saŶĐtified or set apart eǆĐlusiǀelǇ for Christ (Ephesians 5:25-27;      
1 Corinthians 1:2; 6:11; Hebrews 10:10; 13:12). IŶ the saŵe ŵaŶŶer as the Jeǁish grooŵ  
Đaŵe to take his ďride to liǀe ǁith hiŵ at the eŶd of the period of separatioŶ, so   
Christ ǁill Đoŵe to take His ChurĐh to liǀe ǁith Hiŵ at the eŶd of His period of  
separatioŶ froŵ the ChurĐh (John 14:3). Analogous ǁith the Jeǁish ďride Ŷot kŶoǁiŶg 
the eǆaĐt tiŵe of the grooŵ’s ĐoŵiŶg for her, the Church does Ŷot kŶoǁ the eǆaĐt tiŵe 
of Christ’s ĐoŵiŶg for her. IŶ the saŵe ǁaǇ that the Jeǁish grooŵ’s arriǀal ǁas preĐeded 



 

 

ďǇ a shout, so Christ’s arriǀal to take the ChurĐh ǁill ďe preĐeded ďǇ a shout         
(1 Thessalonians 4:16). “iŵilar to the Jeǁish ďride’s returŶ ǁith the grooŵ to his father’s 
house after her departure froŵ her hoŵe, the Church ǁill returŶ ǁith Christ to His 
Father’s house iŶ heaǀeŶ after she is sŶatĐhed froŵ the earth to ŵeet Hiŵ iŶ the air   
(1 Thessalonians 4:17; John 14:2-3).  

    

CorrespoŶdiŶg ǁith the Jeǁish ďride reŵaiŶiŶg hiddeŶ iŶ the ďridal Đhaŵďer for a 
period of seǀeŶ daǇs after arriǀal at the grooŵ’s father’s house, the Church ǁill   
reŵaiŶ hiddeŶ for a period of seǀeŶ [Ǉears] after arriǀal at Christ’ Father’s house iŶ 
heaǀeŶ. While the seǀeŶ-Ǉear TriďulatioŶ Period is takiŶg plaĐe oŶ the earth, the Church 
ǁill ďe iŶ heaǀeŶ totallǇ hiddeŶ froŵ the sight of those liǀiŶg oŶ the earth. Just as the 
Jeǁish grooŵ ďrought his ďride out of the ďridal Đhaŵďer at the ĐoŶĐlusioŶ of the seǀeŶ 
daǇs ǁith her ǀeil reŵoǀed, so that all Đould see ǁho his ďride ǁas, so Christ ǁill ďriŶg 
His ChurĐh out of heaǀeŶ iŶ His “eĐoŶd CoŵiŶg at the ĐoŶĐlusioŶ of the seǀeŶ-Ǉear 
TriďulatioŶ Period iŶ full ǀieǁ of all ǁho are aliǀe, so that all ĐaŶ see ǁho the true ChurĐh 
is (Colossians 3:4). 
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