
Participation  of  The  Faithful  at  Mass 

 

       There is a very important aspect of the Roman Catholic sacrifice of the mass which has not 

been discussed in my previous letters. That aspect concerns the participation of the faithful at 

mass.  

    

       The Mass is ͞the saĐrifiĐial ŵeŵorial iŶ ǁhiĐh the saĐrifice of the cross is perpetuated͟ The 

CateĐhisŵ of the CatholiĐ ChurĐh, page ϯϰ9. OŶ page ϯϰϰ, the CateĐhisŵ states, ͞she herself 
(the Catholic Church) is offered whole and entire. She unites herself to His ;Christ’sͿ 
intercession with the Father for all men. In the Eucharist the sacrifice of Christ becomes also 

the sacrifice of the members of His Body. The lives of the faithful, their praise, sufferings, 

prayer, and work, are united with those of Christ and with His total offering, and so acquire a 

Ŷeǁ ǀalue.͟ 

       That new value being as shared ďy CardiŶal JohŶ O’CoŶŶor, a feǁ years ďaĐk, ͞JoiŶiŶg our 
suffering with the crucifixion of Christ, we are contributing enormously to the salvation of the 

world.͟  

       Pope JohŶ Paul II, also, shares this teaĐhiŶg. ͞The EuĐharist is… Christ’s saĐrifiĐe aŶd the 
ChurĐh’s saĐrifiĐe… Christ uŶites the ChurĐh ǁith His redeŵptiǀe ǁork aŶd lets the ChurĐh 
share iŶ His oďlatioŶ… It is ŶeĐessary for theŵ to ŵake Christ’s oďlatioŶ their oǁŶ, offeriŶg up 
their paiŶs, their diffiĐulties, their trials, aŶd eǀeŶ ŵore, theŵselǀes, together ǁith Hiŵ… By 
eŶteriŶg iŶto the “aǀior’s saĐrifiĐial offeriŶg, they share iŶ the ǀiĐtory ǁoŶ ďy Hiŵ oǀer the eǀil 
of the world͟ ;Prayers aŶd Devotionals, 1984, page 235). 

    

       Paul, the Apostle, explains otherwise in Romans 5:17-ϭ9 ͞For if ďy the traŶsgressioŶ of the 
OŶe ;Adaŵ’s origiŶal siŶͿ death reigŶed through the OŶe, ŵuĐh ŵore those ǁho reĐeiǀe the 
abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus 

Christ… oŶe traŶsgressioŶ… ĐoŶdeŵŶatioŶ to all ŵeŶ… oŶe aĐt of righteousŶess… justifiĐatioŶ 
of life to all ŵeŶ… oŶe ŵaŶ’s disoďedieŶĐe, the ŵaŶy ǁere ŵade siŶŶers… oďedieŶĐe of the 
One, the many ǁill ďe ŵade righteous.͟ 

       This does not mean that all men will be saved, for the scriptures are clear that only those 

who trust in Jesus as their Messiah and Mediator with God will be saved (John 3:16; 1 Timothy 

2:5, 6; Romans 10:12-15). 

       This is confirmed by Paul in this same chapter 5 of Romans in verse 1 ͞Therefore haǀiŶg 
ďeeŶ justified ďy faith, ǁe haǀe peaĐe ǁith God through our Lord Jesus Christ.͟ There is 
nothing we can add or contribute for our salvation. 

 

       One of the hardest Biblical truths for many Catholics and others to accept is the truth that 

ǁe as siŶŶers are all uŶder God’s ǁrath deserǀiŶg of eterŶal daŵŶatioŶ, EphesiaŶs Ϯ:ϭ-ϯ ͞AŶd 
you ǁere dead iŶ your trespasses aŶd siŶs… aŶd ǁere ďy Ŷature ĐhildreŶ of ǁrath, eǀeŶ as the 
rest.͟ 



       Once a person realizes that he can do nothing to make up for his sins or the sins of others. 

RoŵaŶs ϰ:ϰ ͞Noǁ to the oŶe ǁho ǁorks his ǁage is Ŷot reĐkoŶed as a faǀor, ďut as ǁhat is 
due.͟ 

 

       If we can never pay our dues to God even if we spend an eternity in hell, how can we do 

anything here on this earth? We can only turn to one person, the Lord Jesus Christ (Matthew 

11:25-30; Ephesians 2:4-10; Romans 5:9, 10).  

“IŶ Hiŵ ǁe haǀe redeŵptioŶ through His blood,  

the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to 

 the riches of His grace͟ Ephesians 1:7. 
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