
The  Rule  of  Faith 

 

       …Paul ǁrote to the ColossiaŶs… ͞Mortify therefore your ŵeŵďers ǁhiĐh are upoŶ the 
earth, fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence and covetousness, 

ǁhiĐh is idolatry͟ ;ϯ:ϱͿ. 
    

       Covetousness means to greedily desire, which God calls idolatry. 

 

       I hope you are looking up these verses, because it is possible to make a mistake when 

copying something. Plus, if you do not look them up, you could be deceived into believing 

what man says instead of what God says. 

   

       In the Acts of the Apostles, chapter 17, verse 11, it is said about the people in Berea, that 

Paul aŶd “ilas spoke to: ͞These ǁere ŵore Ŷoďle thaŶ those iŶ ThessaloŶiĐa, iŶ that they 
received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those 

thiŶgs ǁere so.͟ 

       The People in Berea searched the scriptures every day to see if what they were told was 

aĐĐordiŶg to God͛s ǁord. “o ŵaŶy people haǀe ďeeŶ deĐeiǀed ďy ǀarious iŶdiǀiduals and 

religioŶs ǁho haǀe said, ǁe haǀe God͛s ǁord, plus these additioŶal teaĐhiŶgs. 
       IŶ Proǀerďs ϯϬ:ϲ ǁe read, ͞Add thou Ŷot uŶto His ǁords, lest He reproǀe thee, aŶd thou ďe 
fouŶd a liar.͟ Proǀerďs ϯϬ:ϱ reads, ͞Eǀery ǁord of God is pure: He is a shield unto them that 

put their trust iŶ Hiŵ.͟ Proǀerďs ϭϯ:ϭϯ reads, ͞Who so despiseth the ǁord shall ďe destroyed, 
ďut he that feareth the ĐoŵŵaŶdŵeŶts shall ďe reǁarded.͟ 

     Victor Paul Wierwille, founder of the Way International, tells us that Jesus is Ŷot God. God͛s 
ǁord tells us iŶ Isaiah ϵ:ϲ, ͞For uŶto us a Đhild is born, unto us a Son is given: and the 

government shall be upon His shoulder; and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, 

the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of PeaĐe.͟ 

     And there are many more false teachers. 

 

       God͛s ǁord has ďeeŶ ǁith us for thousaŶds of years, ďut the deǀil is working hard to 

deĐeiǀe, aŶd to keep people froŵ readiŶg God͛s ǁord. But God͛s ǁord still staŶds to guide us.  
     God tells us iŶ ColossiaŶs Ϯ:ϴ, ͞Beǁare lest aŶy ŵaŶ spoil you through philosophy aŶd ǀaiŶ 
deĐeit, after the traditioŶs of ŵeŶ, after the rudiŵeŶts of the ǁorld, aŶd Ŷot after Christ.͟ 

 

     The Roman Catholic Church tells us in their book titled ͞The Faith of Our Fathers,͟ Đhapter 
eight, ͞that God never intended the Bible to ďe the ChristiaŶs͛ rule of faith iŶdepeŶdeŶtly of 
the ChurĐh.͟ Page ϴϯ of the saŵe Đhapter states, ͞IŶdeed, ǁheŶ you aĐĐept, the Biďle as    the 

Word of God, you are obliged to receive it on the authority of the Catholic Church, who was 

the sole Guardian of the Scriptures for 1,500 years. But after having ascertained to your 

satisfaction that the translation is faithful, still the Scriptures can never serve as a complete 

rule of faith and a complete guide to heaven independently of an authorized, living 

iŶterpreter.͟ 



   

       But Paul ǁrites to Tiŵothy iŶ Ϯ Tiŵothy ϯ:ϭϱ, ͞AŶd that froŵ a child thou hast known the 

Holy Scriptures which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in 

Christ Jesus.͟ 

       1 John 2:25-Ϯϳ reads, ͞AŶd this is the proŵise that He hath proŵised us, eǀeŶ eterŶal life. 
These things have I written unto you concerning them that seduce you. But the anointing 

which ye have received of Him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you. But as 

the same anointing teacheth you of all things and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath 

taught you, ye shall aďide iŶ Hiŵ.͟ 

       ϭ CoriŶthiaŶs Ϯ:ϭϯ reads, ͞WhiĐh thiŶgs also ǁe speak, Ŷot iŶ the ǁords ǁhiĐh ŵaŶ͛s 
wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with 

spiritual.͟ 

       IŶ the April ϱ, ϭϵϴϭ editioŶ of ͞Our “uŶday Visitor,͟ a Catholic publication, on page 15, a 

reader asks a question: ͞I aŵ ǁoŶderiŶg as    I read my Bible why I find no reference about our 

ďelief iŶ the IŵŵaĐulate CoŶĐeptioŶ aŶd the AssuŵptioŶ of Mary.͟ 

       The AŶsǁer: ͞The CatholiĐ ChurĐh has tǁo sourĐes of faith – scriptures and tradition. 

According to Vatican II͚s DogŵatiĐ CoŶstitutioŶ oŶ DeǀiŶe reǀelatioŶ, ͚“aĐred traditioŶ aŶd 
sacred scripture make up a single sacred deposit of the word of God, which is entrusted to the 

Church. By adhering to it, the entire holy people, united to its pastors, remains always faithful 

to the teaĐhiŶg of the apostles, to the ďrotherhood, to the ďreakiŶg of ďread aŶd the prayers.͛ 
Tradition (the word comes from Latin, trader, to transmit) is that body of teachings of Christ 

and His apostles, which are not explicitly contained in the Bible but passed on through the 

ĐeŶturies ďy the teaĐhiŶg ChurĐh.͟ 

      ͞The Catholic Church has always recognized the teaching authority of tradition. Protestants 

rejected this doctrine when they broke away from the Church and made the Bible the sole rule 

of faith. Saint Irenaeus tells us the apostles not only left bishops as their successors, but gave 

theŵ ͚their oǁŶ positioŶ of teaĐhiŶg authority.͛͟ 

       ͞TraditioŶ is Đlosely allied to the iŶfalliďility of the ChurĐh ;Mt. Ϯϴ:ϭ-20). The Catholic 

Church has teachings which come from the Bible and others which come from tradition. The 

IŵŵaĐulate CoŶĐeptioŶ aŶd the AssuŵptioŶ of Mary are teaĐhiŶgs froŵ traditioŶ.͟ 

 

       Many Protestant Churches have become involved with the Catholic Church in the 

ecumenical movement and have fallen into the great apostasy, speaking lofty sermons instead 

of repentance from sin and salvation through Christ. 

       But there are also many Protestant Churches who do still preach   the Cross of Christ and 

repentance from sin and salvation through Christ, who do use the Bible as their only rule of 

faith and who encourage their listeners to search the Scriptures, to see if those things are so. 

       Jesus tells us iŶ Luke ϰ:ϰ, ͞It is ǁritteŶ, that ŵaŶ shall Ŷot liǀe ďy ďread aloŶe, ďut ďy eǀery 
ǁord of God.͟ AgaiŶ He says iŶ JohŶ ϭϮ:ϰϴ, ͞He that rejeĐteth Me, aŶd reĐeiǀeth Ŷot My 
words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in 

the last day.͟ 



       And John 12:49, 50, ͞For I haǀe Ŷot spokeŶ of Myself; ďut the Father ǁhiĐh seŶt Me, He 
gave Me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak. And I know that His 

commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto 

Me, so I speak.͟ 

 

       ‘ead God͛s ǁord, study the “Đriptures, searĐh for yourselǀes to see ǁhat God has to say to 
you. He loǀes you, that͛s ǁhy He died for you, to take the puŶishŵeŶt ǁe deserǀe so that we 

could be set free through faith in Christ Jesus. 

A former Catholic. 

 
Gary Westgerdes     Coldwater, Ohio 
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