
 

 

Did Jesus efe  to Pete  as the o k upo  hi h His hu h ould e uilt? 

What a e the keys to the ki gdo  of hea e ? 

      

    I  Matthe  : - 8, Jesus efe s to the ROCK upo  hi h the hu h ill e uilt.  
The Catholi  positio  is that Peter a d his su essors ha e the God-gi e  full, supre e a d 
u i ersal po er o er the hole hur h.  Cate his  of the Catholi  Chur h - . I  Matthe  

:  Jesus gi es Peter the KEY“ to the ki gdo  of hea e  telli g hi  that hate er he ou d 
o  earth ould e ou d i  hea e  a d hate er he loosed o  earth ould e loosed i  
hea e . The Catholi  positio  is that here Jesus is gi i g Peter the offi e of i di g a d 
loosi g hi h … as also assig ed to the ollege of apostles u ited to its head.  CCC - . 
What e eed to fi d out is: Did Jesus efe  to Pete  as the o k upo  hi h His hur h ould 

e uilt? A d hat are the keys to the ki gdo  of hea e ? 

     

     I  a s e  to the fi st uestio  e eed to look else he e i  s iptu e to see hat else 
has ee  referred to as a o k. I  Matthe  : -  Jesus refers to His o ds as a o k, that if 
o e ed, ould support a perso  duri g the trials of this life. I  First Peter :  a d ‘o a s 

: , Peter & Paul oth refer to Jesus, i  fulfill e t of the Old Testa e t, as a Ro k of 
Offe se.  Paul, i   Cori thia s : , refers to the o k i  the ilder ess, hi h the Is aelites 
dra k fro  as a spiritual o k a d the o k as Christ.  Pete  also refers to Jesus i  First Peter 

:  as a hoi e sto e, a pre ious o e sto e a d he ho elie es i  Hi  shall ot e 
disappoi ted.  This is h  I elie e he  Jesus said Thou art Peter, a d upo  this o k I ill 

uild  hur h  i  Matthe  : - , He as referri g to hat Peter re og ized a d 
elie ed a out Jesus. Peter said i  Verse  Thou art the Christ, the “o  of the Li i g God.  

Jesus is the ROCK upo  hi h the hur h ill e uilt e ause He is the CHRI“T, the “ON of 
THE LIVING GOD. 
     

     Pete  ites i  Fi st Pete  : - , efe i g to Jesus as a Li i g “to e a d to all elie e s 
as sto es ho are ei g uilt up as a spiritual house.  Peter as the first to er all  
a k o ledge Jesus as the Christ, ut all others ho ha e re og ized Jesus as the Christ i  
respo se to the prea hi g of God s ord are also referred to as li i g sto es. Paul rites i   
Ti oth  :  the fir  fou datio  of God sta ds, ha i g this seal, The Lord k o s those ho 
are His.  

  

    A othe  ie  as to hy Jesus supposedly efe ed to Pete  as the o k upo  hi h the 
hur h ould e uilt is e ause Peter as the first to prea h the gospel or the good e s 
o er i g Jesus the Christ o  the da  the hur h as or , the da  of Pe te ost. 

    The e se i  Matthe  i  hi h Jesus Ho e e , supposedly efe s to Pete  as the o k   
is o here else repeated or spe ifi all  supported, fi e erses later i  Matthe  :  Jesus 
refers to Peter as “ata  e ause Peter as setti g his i d o  a s i terests i stead of God s 
i terests He did t a t Jesus to die or suffer Mt. : , . Peter as also re uked i  



 

 

Galatia s : -   apostle Paul for his h po ris  i  eati g o l  ith the part  of the 
ir u isio  the  taught that o -Je ish Christia s or ge tile elie ers, ust also re ei e 

Je ish ir u isio  i  order to e sa ed or go to hea e . Paul, earlier i  Galatia s : - , alled 
this a false gospel a d those ho taught it ould e a ursed or a athe a.  Other hur h 
leaders a d e e  Bar a as, ho prea hed the gospel ith Paul, A ts : ; : , ; ere 
i ol ed i  the h po ris  ith Peter.  

   Paul also e ukes the hu h Co i th fo  the di isio s hi h e e p ese t: Fi st at 
Cori thia s :  … ea h o e of ou is sa i g, I a  of Paul,  a d I of Apollos,  a d I of 
Cephas,  a d I of Christ.  Here e see that elie ers ere re uked a d that Pete  or Cephas 

as ot re og ized as the o e supre e leader  the earl  Christia s. Paul goes o  to rite i  
 Cori thia s :  Has Christ ee  di ided? Paul as ot ru ified for ou as he? or ere 
ou aptized i  the a e of Paul?  Paul goes o  to sho  that Christ se t hi  to prea h the 

gospel a d that the po er of the Christia  essage as i  the prea hi g of the Cross of Christ. 
   This the , also a s e s fo  us the se o d uestio : What a e the keys to the ki gdo  of 
hea e ? “i pl  a s ered, the keys a e the prea hi g of the gospel, the good e s that Jesus 
died for our si s a ordi g to the s riptures; a d that He as u ied, a d that He ose agai  

the third da  a ordi g to the s riptures: a d that He as see  …   Cori thia s : - , - . 
Jesus’ sa rifi e as the pa e t for our si s. Those ho elie e ill e loosed fro  their si s, 
those ho do ot ill e ou d i  their si s, see Joh  : . 
     

    Jesus did ot o fe  o  Pete  a d the apostles a sup e e autho ity ut a di i e 
respo si ilit  to e leaders, e a ples a d ser a ts. Pete  rites i  First Peter : -   
Therefore, I e hort the elders a o g ou, as our fello  elder a d it ess of the sufferi gs  

of Christ … shepherd the flo k of God a o g ou, e er isi g o ersight … olu taril  … ith 
eager ess, or et as lordi g it o er those … ut pro i g to e e a ples to the flo k. A d he  
the Chief “hepherd appears, ou ill re ei e the u fadi g ro  of glor .  Pete  though 
re uked  Paul still o e ded hi , …  as our elo ed rother Paul also a ordi g to the 

isdo  gi e  u to hi  hath ritte  u to ou   Peter : . 
 

I ould e ourage ou to read a d stud  the t o epistles Peter rote 

as ell as the other a ou ts i  s ripture o er i g his i istr  i  the ook of A ts. 
     

     Pete  hi self said i  efe e e to all of s iptu e, The efo e putti g aside all ali e 
a d all guile a d h po ris  a d e  a d all sla der, like e or  a es, lo g for the pure ilk 
of the ord, that  it ou a  gro  i  respe t to sal atio , if ou ha e tasted the ki d ess of 
the Lord … for the  those ho dis elie e s.  stu le e ause the  are diso edie t to the 

ord   Peter : - , . 
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