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INTRODUCTION

G ary was the second oldest of seven children, born and raised Catholic in his
hometown of Coldwater, Ohio. Coldwater had a Catholic population of around
90 percent.

At age seven, Gary was born again as he trusted in Jesus for the forgiveness of his
sins. Gary is an enlisted Navy veteran who served aboard the aircraft carrier IKE, CVN 69
USS Dwight D. Eisenhower, which was commissioned on October 18, 1977. He joined
the Navy at age nineteen, and after wandering from God the Father, Gary, the prodigal
son, returned home at age twenty-three for forgiveness, which was in January1980.

Gary’s BA degree is in Biblical Studies with minors in Pastoral Ministries and
Christian Education. He graduated in 1992 from Summit Christian College, Ft. Wayne,
Indiana, which then merged with Taylor University, also located in Indiana.

More recently, Gary is the founder of The Keys of Heaven Ministries.

For the purpose of this book, presenting the truths of God’s Word and the teachings
of the Catholic Church is Gary’s desire, the goal being that a deeper understanding and
a greater familiarity with the topics and views from both sides will develop. The book’s
intent is to honestly present the information without error, which Gary believes has been
accomplished. Gary’s hope is that you will find the book a compelling read that may lead
you to decisions for eternal truth, eternal life, and everlasting reward.

Gary’s greatest joy is to let God speak for Himself and to present the Catholic teach-
ings in the same way. However, comments, explanations, and some apologetics are at
times necessary and helpful.
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AutHORS AND MINISTRIES QUOTED OR MENTIONED

About Catholics, a Catholic blog on faith and life. Sharing Catholics beliefs and teach-
ings—Catholicism 101.

AKin, Jimmy, a convert to the Catholic faith with background in bible, theology, Church
Fathers, philosophy, canon law, and liturgy. Author, speaker, and senior apologist at
Catholic Answers with more than twenty-five years of experience in defending and
explaining the Catholic faith. He appears weekly on radio with Catholic Answers Live.

Ashley, William, “Billy”” Sunday, (deceased 1862—1935) was a popular outfielder in the
National Baseball League in the 1880s. Afterward, he was a celebrated and influential
American evangelist for twenty years.

Arlington Catholic Herald, the official newspaper of the Roman Catholic Diocese of
Arlington supporting the Church’s mission to evangelize by providing news from a
Catholic perspective.

Ayre, Harrison, a Canadian priest who started the trending Twitter hashtag #celibacy-
matters. He serves at Holy Family Notre Dame parish in Port Alberni, British Columbia.

Barbour, Hugh, a Norbertine priest of St. Michael’s Abbey and a convert from the
Episcopal Church. He began his chaplaincy at Catholic Answers in 2017.

Barron, Bishop Robert, the founder of Word on Fire, a global media ministry, designed
to “draw people into or back to the Catholic Faith.” An acclaimed author, speaker, and
theologian.

Beaumont, Douglas, a former evangelical Protestant who authored the book The Message
Behind the Movie (Moody, 2009) and is editor of Evangelical Exodus: Evangelical
Seminarians and Their Paths to Rome (Ignatius Press, 2016).

Buechi, Patrick J., Staff Reporter for Western New York Catholic (WNY Catholic)
newspaper.
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CATHOLIC Answers/Press, A media company sharing what the Church really teaches.
The world’s largest source for reliable information about doctrine, tradition, and beliefs.

Catholic.net, founded by James Mulholland in 1955, “to help Catholics form a Christ-
like character” thus transforming the world’s cultures “with the Truth of the Gospel trans-
mitted to us by Holy Mother Church.” catholic.net/op/about-us.html.

Catholic Online School, calls itself the “World’s Catholic Library.”

Catholic Response Inc., “presents the Truths of the Catholic Faith by simple means.”

Explanations of Catholic issues available in Online Pamphlets.

Christian Post an online news publication with news stories and information updated

daily from a nondenominational/evangelical Christian worldview.

ChurchPOP, a Christian culture brand that is fun, informative, and inspirational. Part of
the EWTN network and is under the spiritual patronage of Our Lady of Perpetual Help.

Daniels, David W., of Chick Publications is an author, bible researcher and linguist.
Chick is a Ministry of evangelism which promotes the authority of God’s Word that is
under constant attack. He is trained in bible and linguistics with a B.A. and M.Div. He
upholds the KJV bible as “God’s preserved words in English.”

Dunn, Matt, studied at Delaware County Community College and Temple University.

Now serving at Ascension Press since 2014.

Dwyer, Claire, an unapologetically Catholic mother with six children, who delights in
the sacramentality of daily life. She contributes regularly to the WomenofGrace.com.

Ewing, Jeannie, a Catholic spirituality writer focused on topics about moving through
grief, the value of redemptive suffering, and how to wait for God’s timing fruitfully. A fre-
quent guest on Catholic radio and contributes to online and printed Catholic periodicals. '
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Fagnant-MacArthur, Patrice, Senior Editor with Catholic Lane.com and blogs at http://
spiritualwomanthoughts .blogspot.com. Musings concerning life, readings, and a rela-
tionship with God.

Fay, Monsignor William P., General Secretary United Sates Conference of
Catholic Bishops.

Frye, Peggy, a staff apologist at Catholic Answers. Author of /101 Quick Questions with
Catholic Answers: Sexuality, 2011.

Gillen, Priest Kevin Gabriel, OP, the host of the weekly radio program Word to Life
and the executive director of the Dominican Friars Foundation. “The Dominican friars
promote the Rosary as a spiritual weapon ... in a way that is most effective to combat
the moral and spiritual evils of our day.” *

Goodwill, Dave, a former homosexual, and a brother in Christ. We and others shared
our written testimonies around the neighborhood of our church.

Greydanus, Steven D., permanent deacon in the Archdiocese of Newark and film critic
for the National Catholic Register. Creator of DecentFilms.com.

Grodi, Marcus C., 1992 convert from a Protestant pastoral ministry. Author, speaker,
and president of the Coming Home Network. Host of The Journey Home Program
seen on EWTN.

Grondin, Charles R., Priest ordained in 2003. Appointed to Blessed Sacrament Parish
in Providence, RI in 2012.

Guzman, Sam, author, and editor of The Catholic Gentleman.

Hahn, Dr. Scott, former Presbyterian, speaks concerning Scripture and the Catholic
faith. Teaching at Franciscan University of Stuebenville since 1990. Founded Saint Paul
Center for Biblical Theology and is still serving as president.
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Hardon, John A., S.J. (deceased), an ordained priest who entered the Society of Jesus,
Jesuits, in 1936. “Always a faithful son of the Church.” Authored over 200 books and
was a consultant for the drafting of the Catechism of the Catholic Church.

Hater, Robert J., as authored over 25 books, a diocesan priest in Cincinnati who has
lectured on Catholic evangelization since the 1970’s.

Heinlein, Michael, editor of Simply Catholic and former editor of The Catholic
Answer magazine.

Hoffman, Francis, an ordained Priest in 1992. Orthodox and articulate. Member of Opus
Dei. Noted Author, speaker, and doctorate in Canon Law.

Hunt, Dave (deceased), author and establisher of The Berean Call in 1985.

Kresta, Al, Catholic broadcaster, journalist, and author. Former evangelical pastor, now
the president and CEO of Ave Maria Radio. Host of, Kresta in the Afternoon, syndicated
on EWTN Global Catholic Radio.

Lemmel, Helen, the daughter of a Wesleyan Methodist pastor. Born in England and
arriving in the U.S. at the age of twelve. She loved music, giving concerts and taught
voice at two Bible Institutes.

Lennartz, Mark, former Catholic, friend and brother in Christ.

Lighthouse Trails Inc., publishing company, founded by David and Deborah Dombrowski.
Spreading “The Gospel of Jesus Christ—that Jesus died on the Cross to pay the penalty
for man’s sins and that He arose on the 3rd day and has offered salvation freely to who-

soever will come to Him.” Jesus “is the only means of eternal salvation for any person.”

Lovasik, Rev. Lawrence G.,SVD, served as a missionary priest, a teacher and preached
parish missions. “His life’s ideal was to make God more known and loved through his
writings.” He published over 30 books, including children bible stories.
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McCann, Mark C., with more than 30 years-experience in ministry to children, youth,
and families. He is an author and Ministry consultant with a BA degree in Theology.

McMahon, T. A., Christian author, and current director of The Berean Call ministry.

Millegan, Brantly, former Protestant since 2010. Founder and editor-in-chief of
ChurchPOP. A graduate of Wheaton College, the so-called “Harvard of evangel-
ical schools.”

Nash, Tom, apologist and speaker for Catholic Answers, blogger for the National Catholic
Register, contributes to Catholic World Report and with over 25 years of experience that
included a stint of 8 as theology advisor to EWTN.

National Catholic Register, conservative national Catholic newspaper since 1927 cur-
rently owned by EWTN.

NewAdvent.org, connects online contents of the Catholic Church as a digital download,
such as, Catholic Encyclopedia, Church Fathers, Summa, Bible etc.

Nix, Priest David, was an EMT and paramedic. A high school graduate of Regis Jesuit
High School and Boston College. He is the first FOCUS missionary ordained priest
(2010). Among his passions are, languages, the missions, the end of trafficking and espe-
cially the pro-life cause.

O’Connor, Francine M. (deceased), was a managing editor of Liguorian magazine and
author of many Catholic children’s books.

O’ Malley, Dr. Timothy P., expert in the areas of liturgical and sacramental theology,
catechesis, and spirituality. Director of the Notre Dame Center for Liturgy. Author of,
Bored Again Catholic: How the Mass Could Save Your Life.*

Ordway, Holly, converted from atheism to Catholicism. Professor of English and director
of the Master of Arts in Apologetics program at Houston Baptist University. Author of
her memoir: Not God’s Type: An Atheist Academic Lays Down Her Arms (Ignatius,2014).
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Our Charismes, the first out of seven, Ongoing Conversion by notable professor and
chair of Biblical Theology, Dr. Scott Hahn.

Pacwa, Mitch, S.J., American Jesuit priest fluent in thirteen languages. Celebrates liturgy
in both the Roman and Maronite rites. President and founder of Ignatius Productions.
TV/radio host at EWTN. Author of Saved.

Phillips, Francis, reviews books for the Catholic Herald.

Pivonka, David, Franciscan priest and nationally known preacher and evangelist. Seventh
president of The Franciscan University of Steubenville, whose mission “embraces the
call to dynamic orthodoxy,” and whose vision is “To become the leading instrument for
worldwide renewal at the service of the Catholic Church.” Always focusing on the spirit
of St. Francis of Assisi’s divine call to “rebuild my Church.” (emphasis added)

Pontiff Benedict XVI, Sovereign of the Vatican 2005-2013. Ordained a priest 1951, a
highly regarded theologian and a university professor of theology.

Pontiff Francis, Sovereign of the Vatican 2013—present. He encouraged world leaders to
prevent the idolatry of excessive monetary ambitions, which would then provide needed
welfare aid. Ordained a priest in 1969 taking his Jesuit vow in 1973.

Pontiff John Paul II, Sovereign of the Vatican 1978-2005. Successful in ending com-
munism and in building bridges with peoples of other faiths.

Pontiff Pius X, Sovereign of the Vatican 1903-1914, vigorously opposed modernizing
Catholic doctrinal interpretations.

Richert, Scott P., Publisher for Our Sunday Visitor and former Editor at Large for
Chronicles Magazine.

Rodgers, Adrian (deceased), pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church of Memphis, Tennessee.
Founded Love Worth Finding Ministries in 1987, still aired on TV and through ministry
App. Served as a three term President of the Southern Baptist Convention.
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Rotty, Derek, converted to the Catholic Church in 2004. Author of, A Life of Conversion:
Meeting Christ in the Gospels, published in 2019. Director of Evangelization &
Discipleship at St. Mary’s Catholic Church, Jackson, TN.

Ryland, Priest Ray, Ph.D., J.D., (deceased) a converted married Episcopal clergyman
with five children, joining the Catholic Church in 1963. Ordained a priest in 1983 with
a dispensation from celibacy. Served with Catholic Answers, Franciscan University of

Steubenville, and Coming Home Network.

Sabat, Patrick, Program Director of the Fatima Tour for Peace. Born in the Philippines in
the Tarlac diocese. He holds a BA degree from Our Lady of Peace College in Philosophy
which he taught at the Tarlac State University. He also took master studies at the Jesuit-run

university of Ateneo de Manila in Philosophy.

Saunders, Priest William, ordained 1984. Founder of Our Lady of Hope Catholic
Church, Potomac Falls, Virginia. Professor of catechetics and theology for the Notre
Dame Graduate School of Christendom College.

Schreck, Dr. Alan, professor of theology at Franciscan University of Steubenville, spe-
cializing in Catholic doctrine, history, and Vatican II. Author of most notably Catholic

and Christian.

Scott, Joe, CPS, a Roman Catholic Paulist priest, author of Busted Halo where he

answers questions with the motto: faith shared joyfully.

Sheen, Archbishop Fulton J. (deceased), author, religious, leader and evangelist. Served

as a Roman Catholic Priest and famous for his television series Life Is Worth Living.>
Simply Catholic, A ministry of Our Sunday Visitor headed by Michael Heinlein.

Sobiek, Mary Jo, a Dominican nun, the theology teacher at Marian Catholic High School.
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Stack Exchange network consists of 175 Q&A communities including Stack Overflow,
the largest, most trusted online community for developers to learn, share knowledge, and

build their careers.

Stechschulte, Rev. Barry, originally from Minster, Ohio, ordained to the priesthood on
May 23,2009. Served for three years at Holy Trinity Parish in Coldwater, Ohio, currently
at Holy Rosary since 2012 and at St. Patrick in Glynwood since 2014.

St. Teresa of Avila (deceased), born in 1515 in Avila, Spain. She is the patron saint of
headache sufferers. She lived during the times of Christopher Columbus and Martin
Luther’s Reformation. “Out of all of this change came Teresa pointing the way from

outer turmoil to inner peace.” ®

The Berean Call, formed, in 1985 under the direction of Dave Hunt and joined by T.
A. McMahon, for encouraging spiritual discernment. Regarding themselves, not only as
“evangelicals” but as biblical Christians. Their primary publication is a newsletter: The
Berean Call.

Thigpen, Paul, “A best-selling author and award-winning journalist, Dr. Thigpen has
published thirty-five books and more than five hundred journal and magazine articles
in more than forty religious and secular periodicals for both scholarly and popular audi-

ences. His work has been circulated worldwide and translated into twelve languages.” ’
Thomas, Paul, an ordained Priest, wrote “My Ticket to Heaven.”

Todd, Paul, from Russels Point, Ohio, a well-versed Catholic who responded to several
of my articles in 1982, which were written to the editor of our local newspaper The Daily
Standard, Celina, Ohio.

Tomczak, Larry, author of Clap Your Hands! A Young Catholic Encounters Christ. Next
to God’s word, Larry’s explanation and sharing of the gospel, with his Father, was instru-
mental in God bringing Gary Westgerdes back home to his heavenly Father.
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Begin your journey and remember that God is love.
His compassions fail not. They are new every morning. (Lam. 3:22,23)
Make sure your keys will open the door to heaven. ®

Please note that through-out the book italics have been used in the scripture quotations
for added emphasis.
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TO the GOD who drew me, convicted me, enlightened me, forgave me, saved me, sealed
me, and never lets me go.

TO my second-grade Catholic catechism teacher, God bless her, who read John 3:16 to
our class: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoso-
ever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

TO the Catholic Navy Chaplain/Priest who referred me to the Protestant Bible study with
the Navigators because no Catholic Bible study was available.

TO my Navy friends and especially Larry W., who in 1980, the Lord used to bring me
back home to my heavenly Father.

TO My dear wife Victoria who prays for me and worries about me during my late nights
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Chapter One

HEAVEN AND THOSE WHO
WANT You To Go THERE

T his chapter begins with 1 Corinthians 2:9 that s dis-| py
played on the bumper of my car. I use it as a seed planter
to get people to think about their love for God and eternity.
First Corinthians 2:10 lets believers know that we can and
should know what God has prepared for us.

But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, iy ; ;
neither have entered-into the heart of man, the things | ﬁﬁi;“?t e things which f
which God hath prepared for them that love him. ﬁ Godhath prepared for

King James Version, 1 Cor. 2:9 ey ; ,
o ) Ethem{thatlove Him. |

But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit. (1
Cor. 2:10)

Jesus revealed an aspect of heaven while speaking with a group of Jewish religious
leaders called the Sadducees, they are sad you see, because they do not believe in the
resurrection. The Sadducees were trying to confuse Jesus by quoting Moses, aka the
scriptures. They asked him a question concerning the law of Moses and marriage.

Master, Moses said, if a man, die, having no children, his brother shall
marry his wife, and raise up seed unto his brother. Now there were with
us seven brethren: and the first, when he had married a wife, deceased,
and, having no issue, left his wife unto his brother: Likewise, the second

1
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also ... unto the seventh. And last of all the woman died also. Therefore,
in the resurrection whose wife shall she be of the seven? For they all had
her. (Matt. 22:24-28)

Now listen closely to Jesus’s answer.
Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God.

For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but
are as the angels of God in heaven.

But as touching the resurrection of the dead, have ye not read that which
was spoken unto you by God, saying, I am the God of Abraham, and the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God is not the God of the dead, but
of the living.

And when the multitude heard this, they were astonished at his doctrine.
(Matt. 22:29-33)

Now before an individual can enter heaven and become as the angels, Jesus explains
in the gospel of John, about our need of a relationship with him as our Savior. Apostle
Paul confirms Jesus’s message, writing under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit concerning
our heavenly destination.

But now they desire a better country, that is, an, heavenly: wherefore God
is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a
city. (Heb. 11:16)

Jesus comforted his followers and assured them of his plans.

Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God believe also in me. In
my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told
you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go to prepare a place for you,
I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye

2



Heaven And Those Who Want You To Go There

may be also ... I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto
the Father, but by me. (John 14:1-3)

The book of Revelation assures us that a blessing will be received by those who read,
hear, and keep the things written therein. Chapters 21 and 22 of Revelation contain “those
things,” which God has prepared for those who love him.

Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy,
and keep those things which are written therein: For the time is at hand.
(Rev. 1:3)

I saw a New Heaven and a New Earth: for the first heaven and the first
earth were passed away ... there was no more Sea ... 1 John saw the Holy
City, New Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, as a bride
adorned for her husband ... I heard a great voice out of heaven saying,
Behold, The Tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them,
and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and
be their God. And God, shall Wipe Away All Tears from their eyes; and
there shall be no More Death ... Sorrow ... Crying, neither ...any More
Pain for the former things, are passed away ... he that sat upon the throne
said, Behold, I make all Things New ... Write, for these words are true
and faithful ... he said unto me, It, is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the
beginning, and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of The Fountain
of The Water of Life Freely. He that overcometh shall inherit all things;
and I will be his God, and he shall be my Son ... And there came unto me
one of the seven angels ... saying, Come, hither, I will shew thee the bride,
the Lamb’s wife. And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high
mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem. Descending
out of heaven from God ... And I saw no temple therein: for The Lord
God Almighty and The Lamb are The Temple of it. And the city had no
need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for The Glory of God
did Lighten it, and The Lamb is the Light thereof. And the nations of them
which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do
bring their glory and honour into it. And the gates of it shall not be shut
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at all by day: for there shall be no Night there. And they shall bring the
glory and honour of the nations into it. And there shall in no Wise Enter
into it anything that Defileth, neither whatsoever Worketh abomination,
or Maketh a Lie: but they which are Written in the Lamb’s book of life.
(Rev. 21:1-7,9-11, 22-27)

And he shewed me a Pure River of Water of Life, clear as crystal,
proceeding out of The Throne of God and of The Lamb. In the midst of
the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there The Tree of Life,
which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month:
and the leaves of the tree were for the Healing of The Nations. And there
shall be no More Curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall
be in it; and his servants shall serve him: And they shall see his face;
and his name shall be in their foreheads. And there shall be no Night
there; and they need no candle, neither light of the sun’ for the Lord God
giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever ... Blessed are
they that do his Commandments, that they may have right to The Tree of
Life, and may enter in through the Gates into the City. For without are
dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and
whosoever loveth and maketh a lie. I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify
unto you these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of
David, and the bright and morning star. And the Spirit and the bride say,
Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let Him that is athirst
Come. And whosoever will, let him take the Water of Life Freely ... The
Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.” (Rev. 22:1-6,
14-17,21)

And this is his commandment, that, we should believe on the name of his
son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment. (1
John 3:23)

To those who desire salvation, eternal life and the knowledge of the works required,
Jesus gives a direct answer.



Heaven And Those Who Want You To Go There

What shall we do, that we might work the works of God? Jesus answered
... This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent ...
And this is the will of him that sent me, that everyone which seeth the Son,

and believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up
at the last day. (John 6:28-29, 40)

Next, this place, heaven, is also called a “paradise,” and believing in Christ is the
way to get in. Second Corinthians 12:4, Revelation 2:7, and Luke 23:34, 42-43 each
describe heaven as a paradise.

Jesus: Verily I say unto thee, foday, shalt thou be with me in paradise.
(Luke 23:43)

And from the book of Psalms, we learn that when we need help, the God in heaven
is the only one we need.

Whom have I in heaven but thee? And there is none upon earth that I
desire beside thee. My flesh and my heart faileth: but God, is the strength
of my heart, and my portion for ever. For, lo, they that are far from thee
shall perish: thou hast destroyed all them that go a whoring from thee.
But it is good for me to draw near to God: I have put my trust in the Lord
God, that I may declare all thy works. (Ps. 73:25-28)

THOSE WHO WANT YOU TO GO TO HEAVEN
God the Father, who in the Gospel of Luke gives a glimpse of his heart.

A certain man had two sons: And the younger of them said to his father,
Father, give me portion of goods that falleth to me. And he divided unto
them his living. And not many days after the younger son gathered all
together, and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his
substance with riotous living ... And when he came to himself, he said
... I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have
sinned against heaven, and before thee ... And he arose and came to his

5



We Agree! The Tomb Is Open—But What Comes Next? COMPARE The 2 Most Prominent Gospels in CHRISTENDOM

father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had
compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. And the son
said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight,
and am no more worthy to be called thy son. But the Father said to his
servants, bring, forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on
his hand, and shoes on his feet: And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill
it; and let us eat, and be merry: For this my son was dead, and is alive
again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry. (Luke
15:11-13, 17-18, 20-24)

God the Son, Jesus, calls us to himself with a loving knock

Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man, hear my voice, and

open the door, I will come into him, and will sup with him, and he with
me. (Rev. 3:20)

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly
in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and
my burden is light. (Matt. 11:28-30)

God the Son, Jesus, was crucified, and then commissions and sends the Church

Thus, it is written, and thus it behooved Christ to *suffer, and to *rise from
the dead the third day: and that repentance and remission of sins should
be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And
ye are witnesses of these things. (Luke 24:44-48)

Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent
me, even so send I you ... And many other signs truly did Jesus in the
presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: But these are
written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and
that believing ye might have life through his name.” (John 20:21,30-31)
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Heaven And Those Who Want You To Go There

God the Holy Spirit and the bride (the Church)

And the Spirit and the bride say, COME. And let him that heareth say,
COME. And let him that is athirst COME. And whosoever will, let him
take the water of life freely. (Rev. 22:17)

The Angels and all of Heaven

I (Jesus) say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God
over one sinner that repenteth.

It was meet that we should make merry and be glad: for your brother was
dead and is alive again and was lost and is found. (Luke 15:10, 32)

Former Haters and Persecutors of Christians

Although, I (Apostle Paul) was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor
and injurious: but I obtained mercy because I did it ignorantly in unbelief.
And the grace of our Lord was exceedingly abundant, with faith and
love which are in Christ Jesus. This is a faithful saying and worthy of
all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of
whom I am chief. Howbeit, for this cause, I obtained mercy, that in me,
first Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to them
which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting. (1 Tim. 1:13-16)

Deceased Loved Ones who may have gone to hell

There was a certain rich man ... And there was a certain beggar named
Lazarus ... it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the
angels into Abraham’s bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried;
And in hell he, lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham, have
mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in
water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. But Abraham
said, Son ... Between us and you there is a great gulf fixed ... Then he
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(the rich man) said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send
him to my father’s house: For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto
them, lest they also come into this place of torment. Abraham saith unto
him, they, have Moses and the prophets (Old Testament Scriptures); let
them hear them. And he said, Nay, father, Abraham: but if one went unto
them from the dead, they, will repent. And he said unto him, If, they hear
not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one
rose from the dead. (Luke 16:19-20, 22-31)

Do you believe? Have you been persuaded?

Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was *crucified: he is
*risen; he is not here: behold the place where they laid him. (Mark 16:6)



HEAVEN? ARE YOU SURE?
You CAN NEVER KNOW THAT FOR SURE?

ACatholic priest or church leader told me that you can never be assured of your sal-
vation until after you are dead. This Catholic teaching is based on the belief that
you can never know, while you are alive, if you have been “good enough” or not to go
to heaven.
Chapter 3 shows or proves that this belief is the official and prevalent teaching of the
Catholic Church. The Catholic Church calls assurance of salvation, the sin of presumption.
Here are two responses from Catholic Answers concerning the “Sin of Presumption.”®

“What Is the Sin of Presumption?”

“It may be defined as the condition of a soul that, because of a badly regulated reli-
ance on God’s mercy and power, hopes for salvation without doing anything to deserve
it.” —Priest Vincent Serpa O.P., old Catholic Encyclopedia

“The Sin of Presumption?”
Q. 1183. What is presumption?

A. Presumption is a rash expectation of salvation without making proper use of the

necessary means to obtain it.” —Priest Charles Grodin, The Baltimore Catechism

Westgerdes, in English, this means that you need Catholicism.

You cannot ask Jesus directly for the forgiveness of your sins.



We Agree! The Tomb Is Open—But What Comes Next? COMPARE The 2 Most Prominent Gospels in CHRISTENDOM

You can never know that you have received God’s gift of everlasting life.

You are presuming to have received salvation without receiving the proper
sacraments entrusted to the Catholic Church and administered through
her priesthood.

Your good works and acts of penance can never be totally completed
unless you have reached sainthood and have no need of purgatory.

You can never be 100% sure that you are going to heaven, no way, nada,
do not even think about it!

The common mind-set seems to be, relax, obey the Church, and she will lead or bring
you to Christ. Catholics believe and teach that God gives the grace needed for salvation
through the Church’s Sacraments. However, God says in his Word, it is through faith.

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is
the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. (Eph. 2:8, 9)

In contrast, what Catholics hear, concerning salvation is the Church’s Sacraments.

For by grace are ye saved through the sacraments; being administered by
the Catholic Priesthood, established by God: part of your work to achieve
salvation is the reception of the sacraments. Let no man boast of being
saved through faith in Christ without the need of the Catholic Church.

THE ScRIPT OF GARY’S TESTIMONY VIDEO—AUG. 10, 2009. 1

Pastor: All right, well, we are here with Gary Westgerdes, and he is going to be
sharing, talking about your testimony, how you met Jesus, and how did this all begin,
where do we start?

Gary: 1 would say it began back when I was six or seven years old. I do not remember
the exact year. But I grew up in the Catholic Church, and they had been teaching us
about sin and guilt and heaven and hell, and the Lord was working on my heart. I
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was feeling guilty for whatever I was doing, I do not
remember exactly. I just remember in catechism class
one year or day, the teacher, I don’t remember what she
was teaching scripturally, shared John 3:16. “For God
so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish but
have everlasting life.”

After she shared that I believed that, if I put my trust
in Christ, he’d forgive me of my sins, and God gave me
the assurance that they were forgiven, that I was going
to be in heaven with him, and that was fantastic. I went home a very happy little person.

So, the priest came, church leaders and a priest, came up to the house to have the
house dedicated to the Sacred Hearts of Mary and Jesus, where they put the statues on
the wall. And he seen me and I was pretty happy that day, and he asked me why I was
so happy, so I told him, “‘Because I am going to heaven when I die.” He just kind of

chuckled and laughed at me, and said, “Oh, you can never know that for sure until after
you’re dead because you never know if you’d been good enough or not.” And as you can
imagine that put me in some great shock.

And, I remember, I don’t know if it was after it was over, or if it was immediately, but
I remember looking around the house at my brothers and sister arguing, and my mother
was talking to someone (my younger brother). My parents had seven kids in seven years
so I was about six or seven, so they might have all been around by then already. Ha! Ha!
I remember looking at them and saying, “Well, if you have to be good enough to get to
heaven, there’s nobody in this family going to make it.” Ha! Ha!

Pastor: Wow. .

Gary: So, 1 just kind of hoped that, that |
was false. The whole time I was growing up, |
didn’t really believe in everything the Catholic |
Church taught, but I was still raised Catholic |
and went to the sacraments and all that kind of | '
stuff, but uh, I still was trying to be good. My |
mother said [ was a pretty good kid growing up.

But, later-on after high school, going into
the Navy, I started getting away, going the
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way of the world, doing normal things that people and other Catholics you know have
done. Ha! Ha!

And while I was in the Navy, I started jogging, and I was feeling really good, real
healthy, and I really enjoyed it and after one of my runs—I remember telling God—*“This
is really great; I think this is what I would enjoy doing for the rest of my life.” Ha! Ha!
And ah, but he had other plans.

And, shortly after that, I developed a blood clot in my leg and it was about three weeks
before they finally discovered it, the doctor (and corpsman). They rushed me to the hos-
pital right away and did the tests, and I had a blood clot, some of which had broken loose
and gone through (my heart and into my lungs). And that caused me to start thinking
about what would have happened to me if I had died.

Then, after I got out of the hospital, I went to the library. I started reading God’s Word
and met a (new) friend at my new duty station, who had asked me if [ was worried about
my leg. I said, “No, I know God can work everything out for the good,” and then he said,
“Oh, you’re a Christian?” And I said, “I wasn’t sure,” so he invited me to his church.

Pastor: “What kind of church did he go to?”

Gary: In Virginia, it was a pretty large church, charismatic type, and they had an altar
call for people who wanted to come forward to receive Christ, and I didn’t go forward
because in my heart I thought I already was a Christian. And so, they had a second altar
call for people who wanted to come forward for prayer, so I went forward for that, but
no one came to pray with me. And afterward, the friend that brought me told me to read
the Gospel of John and the book of Revelation.

So, I had gone back and read that during the week, and I got to reading 1 John by
mistake and in there the only verse that popped out at me was the one that said, “He who
sins is of the devil” (1 John 3:8), and the Lord was convicting me of my sin. When I read
that, I knew that if I was of the devil, I was headed for hell.

And I kept going back there for the next two more days to read the same thing, hoping
I would see something different, but the Lord kept on bringing that verse to my heart.
And I remember crying out to God, asking myself, “Well, if I'm just going to hell when
I die,” you know, “life isn’t worth living.”

So, but I kept on, you know, hoping or I don’t remember exactly now, but later on in
the week, my friend invited me to go with him to a bookstore, and he picked out a couple
of books for me to read and invited me to go to church with him again that weekend,
but to an evening service. It was Saturday evening, but I just decided to stay back and
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read the books. The one book had the person’s testimony in it. And then, there he was
sharing his testimony with his father. And he shared Ephesians 2:8-9: “For by grace are
you saved not by works;” then I knew it was a free gift of God and not something you
had to earn, and it wasn’t through good works. And that what I had learned when I was
... six or seven years old was really true, that I could be saved just through faith in Christ.

I started to get brave when I got older, in my early twenties, after I got out of the
Navy and came back home. I found a church in Celina to go to, and I thought it was time
to try to start dating, and so I dated, you know. I do not know if I dated them or if I just
found one, I liked, but then I did not date them. Ha! Ha! But anyhow, I came to a point
where I was just, I really wanted to marry someone who was a former Catholic, so we
could work together in the ministry. There was one girl I dated who was a former Catholic,
but I wanted to start out with a family. I was kind of looking for someone who already
had children, and so I just prayed to God that I wanted to marry someone who already
had children. I was, you know, a Christian of course, a former Catholic. I was looking
more for maybe a widow at that time than a divorcee, but uh, I just felt, I prayed that to
God. Then I prayed I would like to have someone who had their house paid for already,
and God just worked it out. I think just, uh, I felt
a real peace in my heart.

And a couple of weeks later, I started a sin-
gles Bible study, and there were-actually-like
three girls there, ladies there at that age and each
one was a divorcee with children. Vicky was the
only former Catholic, and I liked her, and she
liked me. Ha! Ha! but it was about, oh, probably five months later before I asked her out
for our first date. And we kind of, it was an answer to prayer, and we just kind a stuck it
out through all these years together. Ha! Ha!

After we got married, I went to Bible college to use my VA benefits to study scrip-
ture and stuff, so that was big. It took me six and a half years to get my four-year
degree. Ha! Ha!
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A couple years ago (2007) when I had a couple seizures I thought God was giving
me a wake-up call, and (that I should) try to go out and start to share the gospel more, so
that was kind of big, too, so that’s why I’'m more determined to share the gospel this time.

14



Chapter Three

Two VIEWS ON
THE ASSURANCE OF SALVATION

l I \ his chapter delves deep into the teachings on the assurance of everlasting life. Can
we know for sure that we are saved and totally forgiven while we are still living
here on Earth?

“Friend, eternity’s too long to be wrong.” —Adrian Rodgers

Jesus gives three witnesses to the fact that a believer in him will not perish but have
eternal life.

And as Moses lifted-up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the son of man be
lifted-up: that whosoever believeth in him should,
not perish, but have eternal life. For God so loved
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should, not perish, but
have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son
into the world to condemn the world; but that
the world through him might be saved. He that
believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned
already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten
Son of God. (John 3:14-18)
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LoveE WortH FINDING—*‘A TESTIMONY FROM FRANK’’— A LONG-
TIME INMATE

“I’ve been listening to Adrian Rodgers for six or seven years. God used
his preaching so very much to turn a cold hard heart from sin. I came to
prison thinking I was a Christian. One day, I had it in my heart to end it all
by taking my own life. But all I could think about was Pastor Rodgers’s
words, ‘Friend, eternity’s too long to be wrong.” Well, I fell on my knees
and truly cried out, ‘Help me!” Needless-to-say, He’s a God of His Word.
Amen. He saved me that day.” (emphasis added)

In the following three articles Catholic apologists are trying to convince readers that
assurance of your eternal salvation is not possible and unscriptural.

Number One, Paul Thigpen—"“Are You Saved? A Catholic Response to
a Common Protestant Question” !!

Thigpen
“That’s a question often heard from well-meaning Christians who want to
help others know Jesus Christ. As Catholics whose faith is centered in Him.”

Is the Catholic faith centered on Christ? The catechism mentions Mary as being
inseparable from Jesus in their work for the salvation of souls (CCC-1172). The Catholic
Church, as well, continues to teach that the belief of Christ in the Eucharist is the culmi-
nation of Catholic worship (CCC-1324). Though Catholics consider the Eucharist to be
Jesus in the flesh, they are not centered on the Jesus who died and rose victorious over sin
and death like the “well-meaning Christians.” Catholics are focused on their definition
of Jesus in the Eucharist, who is still offering himself for the sins of the world at each
Mass. The Mass is the center of the Catholic Faith, for the Catholic Church’s leaders
alone, have the “keys of the kingdom of heaven.”

The following article shows the clear difference between the well-meaning Christian’s
view of Jesus’s victory and the Catholic view of, “we’re not there yet.”
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“Explaining Catholicism” '

%"‘%

“Q. How do you explain Catholicism
to non-Catholic friends, including%
the crucifix? Jeanne Lunasco, Ewa
Beach, Hawaii”

“A. Start with the crucifix. It’s the central
symbol of the Catholic faith. It always
reminds us of the agonizing death Our Lord willingly accepted to cleanse
us from our sins. Gazing upon the crucifix reminds us of the horror of our
sins ... That gaze can strengthen our resolve to avoid sin and thereby free
Our Lord from further suffering.” (emphasis added) —Priest Ray Ryland,
Catholic Answers

For further reading: Catholic Answers Forums, “Ignorant Question No. 1: Why does
Our Lord Jesus still suffer for us?” 3

Thigpen
“We can appreciate their good intentions and admire their willingness to
talk about God ... What exactly do people mean when they talk of being
already ‘saved’?

This next source does a good job of answering Thigpen’s question.
“Are ... Protestants Saved? '
“Q. ... Protestants all seem to teach that all you need to do to be saved
is accept Christ into your heart with faith and you’ll be saved regardless

what you do after that ... F. R. Oakdale, Minn.

A. Protestants generally believe one is saved by true conversion to Christ.
But if one who has given his life to Christ does not live a Christian life,
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they assume that person had not truly submitted to Christ.” —Priest Ray
Ryland, Catholic Answers

This a good and correct answer by a well-respected Catholic Publication, The Catholic
Answers Magazine, Editor, March 2019.

“Dear Friend ... As you know, it’s a one-of-a-kind publication. I'm aware
of no other magazine in English devoted to publishing informative,
insightful articles of Catholic apologetics.” —Tim Ryland

Thigpen
“Christians with this query often view salvation as a past event that took
place when they made a confession of faith in Jesus as Savior and Lord.”

All biblical Christians view salvation as a past event. All Christians view their salva-
tion as a past event. Some individuals who call themselves Christians do not view their
salvation as a past event because they have proclaimed it with their mouth substituting a
sincere faith based on scripture with works and the sacrament of water baptism.

Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. (Rom. 10:17)

That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe
in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.
For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness, and with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation. For the scripture saith, Whosoever,
believeth on him shall not be ashamed. (Rom. 10:9-11)

A better statement would be that they placed their faith in Jesus as Savior and Lord
and put no confidence in their flesh, meaning their good works or religion. In Apostle
Paul’s case, it was Judaism —as Paul shares in his testimony

For we ... worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and
have no confidence in the flesh ... If any other man thinketh that he hath
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whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more: Circumcised ... of Israel ... of
the tribe of Benjamin ... an Hebrew ... a Pharisee ... zeal, persecuting the
church ... righteousness ... in the law, blameless. But what things were
gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I count all
things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my
Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them
but dung, that I may win Christ, and be found in him, not having mine
own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith
of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith. (Phil. 3:3-9)

By grace are ye saved through faith; and not of yourselves: it (the grace of
salvation) is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast. For
we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which
God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. (Eph. 2:8-10)

Faith in Christ comes first, not a faith in the Christian’s confession of faith, but a faith
in the object of their faith which is Christ.

Second, a true faith should be followed by good works, which God hath ordained.
So then, faith is proved when it is followed by good works. This is a lifetime of being
conformed to Jesus’s likeness of love, called godliness, putting others first and self, last.
Catholic Apologist are calling this process, of daily growing in love and godliness, a
daily occurrence of conversion to bolster their doctrine and teaching that we are still
“being saved.”

The cleansing of our sin by Jesus’s blood, the salvation of our soul through faith in
the sinless Christ’s offering and God’s placing of our sin behind his back, is finished.

All, and that is a very big all, that is left is for God to fulfill his promise to conform
us to the image of his Son, something that he only does for his children. Jesus knows
his sheep, and God knows his children; there are none who will be lost, left behind, or
deceived/plucked out of God’s hand by Satan.

Thigpen

“Many of them also believe that this act of faith now guarantees them a
place in heaven, no matter what they may do for the rest of their lives.
They will never have to face the punishment of hell for their sins.”
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As we saw earlier, this is a mistaken idea. Only false Christians would believe this,
especially if Thigpen is intimating that these people are willfully sinning to satisfy their
lust. However, God is surely plenteous in mercy for his saved children who struggle with
sin and continue to seek forgiveness, as Jesus explained to Peter forgiveness has no limit.

Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin
against me, and I forgive him? Till seven times? Jesus saith unto him,
I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven.
(Matt. 18:21-22)

Thigpen

“The teaching of the Catholic Church helps us understand that this is
actually-a mistaken notion of salvation ... Salvation in the fullest sense
is an ongoing process that won’t be complete until after we die. And in
the meantime, it’s still possible to turn away again from God ... ‘saved,’
(7) ... Well, I’'m doing what the Apostle Paul tells us to do in the Bible:
I’m ‘working out’ my salvation day by day (see Phil. 2:12).”

Well, let us take Thigpen’s advice, and put Philippians 2:12 in its proper context.

Being confident of this very thing, that he (God the Father) which hath
begun a good work in you (a saved, forgiven, Holy Spirit baptized, and
sealed saint) will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ ... And this I
pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and
in all judgment; That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye
may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ; Being filled
with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory
and praise of God ... And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing
confident by my bonds, are much more, bold to speak the word without
fear ... stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the
faith of the *gospel; And in nothing terrified by your adversaries: which
is to them an evident token of perdition, but to you, salvation, and that of
God. For unto you it is given on the behalf of Christ, not only to believe
on him, but also to suffer for his sake ... Let nothing be done through
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strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better
than themselves. Look not every man on his own things, but every man
also on things of others. Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ
Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal
with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form
of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in
fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto *death,
even the *death of the cross. Wherefore, God also hath highly exalted him,
and given him a name which is above every name: That at the name of
Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and
things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the Glory of God the Father.

(12.) Wherefore, my beloved (saints and brethren in Christ), as ye have
always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my
absence, ‘work out’ your own salvation with fear and trembling. (13.)
For it is God which worketh in you to will and to do of his good pleasure.
(Phil. 1:6,9-11, 14,27-29; 2:3-13)

So, we see that we already have our salvation, but we should work it out in fear and
trembling because God is the one who is working in us.

As his children, he uses us for his “good pleasure,” the goal being, to fulfill his pur-
pose of saving as many as will believe. And how is this salvation brought about? Through
the preaching of the Gospel, his Word. And how is it carried out or proved? By the “con-
versation” of our lives. As Paul says, he was not sent to perform water baptisms.

Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the *gospel: not with wisdom
of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none, effect. For the
preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which
are saved it is the power of God. (1 Cor. 1:17-18)

God has given all his children the same Holy Spirit as the apostles; therefore, we too
should live as his children to bring him glory. We should not worry about doing enough
good works to get to heaven, but we should work together to plant and water the seeds
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of God’s Word so that God may bring in the increase, resulting in the opportunity for all
the souls who believe to have the joy of bowing to him in this life and the next.

Thigpen

“Salvation in its fullness is God’s new creation. To save us, He remakes us
in His likeness—A lifelong process requiring our cooperation ... [with]
its completion only in Heaven ... those who are joined there with God ...

will achieve their greatest destiny ... They will become what they were
made to be.” (emphasis added)

Remember that Apostle Paul, an original, biblical Christian apologist, who wrote

the scriptures under the Holy Spirit’s guidance, penned to the Ephesians concerning
good works.

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works,
which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. (Eph. 2:10)

First comes a saving faith in Christ. Second comes the good works, which God hath

ordained that we should walk in, for his glory. They are not a requirement on the path to
salvation; they are the visible evidence and proof of a believer’s salvation.

Thigpen

“We’re like the survivors of a shipwreck in a storm out in mid-ocean.
We’ve been rescued from drowning and welcomed onboard The Ship we
call The Church. That ship is now taking us to a safe harbor —our home
in heaven with God. But we’re not home yet.” (emphasis added)

Noah’s Ark is pictured as a refuge that protected Noah and his family from God’s

wrath, the same protection Jesus provides the believer when they are said to be seated
in Christ through faith.

“Opening the Word: The true presence in the Eucharist is the foundation
for the clergy.” "
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“Keep the ship on the same course because,
we’ll be there no matter what happens. The feast of
Corpus Christi is a reminder that many of us have
been there all along and will continue to stay, even
when the clergy are corrupt. We don’t show up to
church for excellent preaching. We don’t show up
for clerical virtue. We show up because only in this
place can we receive the gift beyond all gifts and [gg
love beyond all loves: the very sacrifice of Christ that
renews the cosmos ... The corruption of the Church
is not novel. A volume of ecclesial history could be :
written describing the corruption that has dwelt in
the Church in each era ... I show up to Mass ... even,
in the, midst of scandal, because I come to meet the risen Lord made available in the
Eucharist.” (emphasis added) —Timothy O’Malley, Our Sunday Visitor

Like other quoted Catholic apologists, Thigpen speaks the language of the scripture,
but eventually it all comes back to an allegiance to the Church and faith plus good works.
Everyone must do their part in achieving their salvation and that salvation will not be

fully achieved until you reach heaven.

Thigpen

“You could say, then, that we’ve been ‘saved’ in the sense of being rescued
and taken aboard a safe vessel. But we can’t really speak of being ‘saved’
in the full sense until we reach our destination. We must humbly admit
that we haven’t yet arrived at final perfection.”

This is an area where Catholics do not understand that biblical Christians do not
claim to be perfect in our own actions. We are fully saved because of Jesus who per-
fectly saved us and washed away our sins with his perfect sinless shed blood, given on
the cross. This perfect salvation is then gifted through faith in Jesus Christ based on the
perfect promise of his word. We are still God’s “workmanship” as he conforms us to the
perfect image of his Son. This journey/work will not be perfectly complete until we see
him face-to-face in heaven.
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Jesus never described himself as a ship, but he did describe himself as a door; Jesus is
the door to heaven. In Christ, the sinner who deserved eternal death is born again spiritu-
ally, eagerly welcomed, clothed with Jesus righteousness, and safe from the wrath of God.

While here on earth, we are complete in our ownership of the gift of salvation, simply
and completely through faith in Jesus. Apostle Paul reveals the fact of the saint’s assur-
ance, joy, and salvation.

Therefore, if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are
passed away; behold, all things are become new. And all things are of
God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ ... God was in
Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses
unto them. (2 Cor. 5:17-19)

Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us ... redemption. (1 Cor. 1:30)

For I am not ashamed of the *gospel of Christ: For it is the power of God
unto salvation to everyone that believeth ...For therein is the righteousness
of God revealed from faith to faith: As it is written, the just shall live by
faith ... even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ
unto all and upon all them that believe ... Whom God hath set forth to
be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness
for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; To
declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: That he might be just, and
the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. (Rom. 1:16—17; 22:25-26)

For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory, but not
before God. For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it
was counted unto him for righteousness. Now to him that worketh is the
reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him that worketh not,
but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for
righteousness ... David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto
whom God imputeth righteousness without works. (Rom. 4:2-6)

God justifies the ungodly by faith apart from good works.
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For if by one man’s offence death reigned by one; much more they which
receive abundance of, grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in
life by one, Jesus Christ.) Therefore, as by the offence of one judgment
came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one
the Free-Gift came upon all men unto justification of life. (Rom. 5:17-18)

Thigpen
“Meanwhile, we also must recognize the sobering possibility that—God
forbid—we could choose someday to jump overboard again.”

Paul teaches about this possibility in the book of Hebrews.

Therefore, leaving the principals of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on
unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead
works, and of faith toward God, of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying
on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. And
this will we do if God permit. For it is impossible for those who were
once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made
partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have tasted the good word of God, and
the powers of the world to come. (Heb. 6:1-5)

Continuing in Hebrews 6, verses 6—19, Paul is making some serious points.

If they fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify
to themselves the Son of God afresh and put him to an open shame. For
the earth which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth
forth herbs meet for them by whom it is dressed, receiveth blessing from
God: But that which beareth thorns and briers is rejected, and is nigh unto
cursing; whose end is to be burned. But, beloved, we are persuaded better
things of you, and things that accompany salvation, though we thus speak.

For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which
ye have shewed toward his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints,
and do minister. And we desire that every one of you do shew the same
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diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end: That ye be not slothful,
but followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises.
For when God made promise to Abraham, because, he could swear by no
greater, he sware by himself, saying, surely, blessing I will bless thee, and
multiplying I will multiply thee. And so, after he (Abraham) had patiently
endured, he obtained the promise. For men verily swear by the greater:
and an oath for confirmation is to them an end of all strife.

Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise
the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath:

That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie,

we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold
upon the hope set before us: Which hope we have as an anchor of the
soul, both sure and stedfast. (Heb. 6:6—19)

Thigpen

“Salvation isn’t guaranteed just because of something we’ve done in the
past. We continue to have freewill ... so we still have-the-ability-to turn
away from God again. It’s a chilling possibility ... If we’re tempted to
forsake Him, He’ll grant us power to resist that temptation. Even so, the
choice is still ours. In fact, we make choices every day that draw us closer
to God or lead us farther away from Him. That’s why simply believing in
Jesus isn’t enough.” (emphasis added)

The Catholic Church wants to put just enough fear in you so that you will put your
faith and hope in something that you can do and see. They want to keep you in line with
their salvation agenda: the sacraments of their Church. If simply believing in Jesus was
enough, then the Catholic Church, the Mass, the Sacraments, and so forth, would not be
necessary.

Paul Thigpen and Catholic Apologist use phrases, like “jump overboard again” and

“salvation isn’t guaranteed” and “the choice is still ours” and “simply believing in Jesus
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isn’t enough.” Because they refer to jumping from the Church; salvation is through the
Church; you may decide to sin by leaving the Church. Simply believing isn’t enough
because then you wouldn’t need the Church.

God justifies sinners through faith in Jesus’s atoning blood sacrifice accomplished
upon the Cross.

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one
with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all
sin. (1 John 1:7)

And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are:
and when I see the blood, 1 will pass over you, and the plague shall not be
upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt. (Exod. 12:13)

How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit
offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead
works to serve the living God? (Heb. 9:14; see also Col. 1:14; Rom. 4:4)

The debt sinners owe God for their sins can only be paid for with blood, the sinner’s,
or Jesus’s. We can never pay our sin debt with good works because we could never do
enough and because, no blood was shed, and no death occurred.

The result, of Jesus’s sinless life and his shed blood, was that payment was made and
accepted for our sin debt. Through faith in Christ Jesus, Jesus’s payment is credited to
the hell-bound sinner’s account, checked off as debt paid in full!

Thigpen

“Faith is useless, then, without good works. God must have our active
cooperation, because both our mind and our will—the full likeness of
God —must be renewed if we’re to be saved in the end.” (emphasis added)

Jesus’s comment in Matthew 7:17 clearly caps off the biblical view that salvation is
given as a gift immediately upon a hell-bound sinner’s repentance, admittance of guilt,
and faith in Jesus’s death, burial, and resurrection. As a result, the newly sealed saint

27



We Agree! The Tomb Is Open—But What Comes Next? COMPARE The 2 Most Prominent Gospels in CHRISTENDOM

should be doing good works, such as spreading the Gospel and loving and serving their
neighbors, family, friends, and yes, enemies.

Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree
bringeth forth evil fruit. Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall
enter-into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father
which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we
not prophesied in thy name? And in thy name have cast out devils? And
in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto
them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. (Matt.
7:17,21-23)

Jesus did not say, “I knew you for a while, and then you decided to leave.” He said,
“I never knew you.”

By faith in Christ, which others cannot see, we are justified with God. By good works,

done “in Christ,” which can be seen, we are justified with men. Our neighbors can say,
“These Christians are truly born again; we have seen their good works, and we can testify
that they love and obey their God.”

If you believe you are justified before God through faith and good works, you are
not connected to the vine. Jesus describes himself as the vine; he does not describe the
Church as the vine.

Apostle Paul wants his hearers to remember what he and the other apostles preached
according to the scriptures. Paul clearly and specifically lays out what the Gospel is
according to the scriptures.

I declare unto you the *gospel ... which ... ye have received ... wherein ye

stand; by which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached

unto you ... For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received,
how that Christ *died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that

he was *buried, and that he *rose again the third day according to the

scriptures: And that he was seen of Cephas (Peter), then the twelve ...
above five hundred brethren at once ... James; then all the apostles. And

last ... me ... Therefore, whether it, were 1 or they, so we preach, and so

ye believed. (1 Cor. 15:1-8, 11)
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Number Two, About Catholics Team—“Catholic Assurance of
Salvation” '

ABout CatHoLICS TEAM

“Have you been saved? Do you know if you are going to heaven? The answer any
Catholic should be able to say without fear is Yes. (emphasis added)

“There is nothing wrong with your church not guaranteeing your salvation instanta-
neously —there is something seriously wrong if you are told you are going to heaven for
sure after saying a little prayer.”

I would agree with the comment about “a little prayer.” I assume they are referring to
the Protestant “sinner’s prayer” that some use ad nauseam. There is too much emphasis
on it, and sometimes it’s a, “Let’s hurry up and get as many people to say it as possible
and then tell them that it only works if you are really serious” kind of prayer. Oddly
enough, it is the same thing Catholics say about their prayers, like the rosary, novenas,
or the wearing of the scapulars.

I am so grateful that I was saved at age seven through my faith in what Jesus had done
for me. He died on the Cross for my sins to save me from the eternal punishment of hell.
I will never forget that day, the joy that followed and what led up to it; And it happened
without saying a sinner’s prayer! My salvation was instantaneous with my faith—in
Jesus. Being raised Catholic, I did not even know or had even heard of a sinner’s prayer.
My desire for forgiveness, salvation, and eternal life was expressed in my heartfelt faith.

Jesus taught his disciples not to use repetitious prayers.

But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they
think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. (Matt. 6:7)

I do understand that for some, the sinner’s prayer guides them in expressing what is
in their hearts. It is not the words themselves that saves them but the expression of the
faith that is behind the words. I do not know why some pastors follow up by saying it
does not matter how you feel afterward. If a person is serious about their repentance,
faith, and surrender to serve Jesus, I believe the joy of the Lord would be their strength.

The Holy Spirit tells me I am forgiven and saved through his joy and God’s word.
Maybe it is the fact that those who do not have the joy have not spent enough time
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searching and reading the scriptures to come to the true realization that they deserve to
spend an eternity in hell! If the Holy Spirit has brought you to that truth and then you
are blessed through scripture with the knowledge that Jesus died to save you and you
believe, that faith brings the truest joy you will ever experience —forgiveness and the
freedom from the debt and guilt of sin.

“Our love for God and our appreciation of His love and forgiveness
will be in proportion to the recognition of our sin and unworthiness.” 7
—Dave Hunt

A Testimony of a Baptist Church Believer/Saint
“Prayed the Sinner’s Prayer” '®

“I was raised in the Church ... prayed the sinner’s prayer.

“I knew the stories: Noah’s ark, Moses, Joseph’s coat of many colors ... I
don’t remember the date ... oh ... do I remember the invitation! ... I was
going to Hell ... My heart was pounding.

“I got out of that place under heavy conviction. I knew I had to do
something. I thought, ‘I can fix all this. I know what to do. I was raised
in church.” ... I need to go to church, get baptized and get married; then
everything would be alright. So that’s what I did.

“I was clean, and I wasn’t going to sin anymore. I will go to church every
week and take communion ... I was trying to do everything to save myself.
I even put the rock’n roll down and listened to Christian radio.

“Man, I didn’t fix anything. I was getting pounded all day with ‘Love
Worth Finding.’ I needed Jesus, not baptism; I needed Jesus’s perfect life,
not my pathetic attempt at perfection. (emphasis added)

“I quit trying to live the Christian life and started trusting in the Savior’s
life. It’s a substitution salvation. He died instead of me. It was a-free-gift.
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His righteousness was counted unto me ... I started to study the Bible ...
it was God’s Word.

“All the Bible stories changed. It wasn’t Noah’s ark anymore, the ark was
Jesus saving me from God’s wrath, Moses was Jesus delivering me from

bondage, and Joseph accepting his brothers was Jesus accepting me.
“His death on the cross was my sin debt paid in full.

“It was hard to understand the free, gift. I always felt like I had to earn it.
I must have prayed the sinner’s prayer a hundred times, sometimes twice
in the same message! I surrendered to Jesus; I gave all I knew of me to
all I knew of Him.” (emphasis added)

A CatHOLIC NOVENA PRAYER — THE FOURTEEN HOLY HELPERS

The Fourteen Holy Helpers are saints of the Catholic Church who were prayed to
during the Black Death plague which blanketed Europe from 1346 to 1349. Today in
2020 you are encouraged to pray this novena to help stop the coronavirus as well as other

pandemics.
“Fourteen Holy Helpers Novena” —Pray each day for nine days "°

“O, Fourteen Holy Helpers, select friends of God, I honor thee as mighty
intercessors, and come with filial confidence to thee in my needs, for the

relief of which I have undertaken to make in this novena. (emphasis added)

“Help me by thy intercession to placate God’s divine and just wrath, which
I have provoked by my many sins, and aid me in amending my life and
doing penance.

“Because you persevered till death, you gained the crown of eternal life.
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“Remember the dangers that surround us in this vale of tears and intercede
for us in all our needs and adversities.

(Mention your intention here)

“Great princes of heaven, Holy Helpers, who sacrificed to God all your
possessions, wealth, preferment, and even life, and now are crowned in
heaven in the secure enjoyment of eternal bliss and glory, have compassion
on me, a poor sinner in this vale of tears, and obtain for me from God,
for Whom you gave up all things and Who loves you as His servants,
the strength to bear patiently all the trials of this life, to overcome all
temptations, and to persevere in God’s service to the end, that one day I
too may be received into your company, to praise and glorify Him, the
supreme Lord, Whose beatific vision you enjoy, and Whom you praise
and glorify forever. Amen.” (emphasis added)

“Pray the novena easily via your smart phone with daily reminders so you

"7

never forget to pray using the Pray Catholic Novena app!” —Devin Rose,

Pray Catholic Novenas

Devin Rose also mentions his new book Lionheart Catholic in which he
reveals 19 additional practices “that every Catholic should be following
in order to become a saint.”

MY RENDITION OF AN-ALTERNATE-CHOICE TO THE “FOURTEEN
Hovry HELPERS”’

My God
My Savior Jesus, my friend, the Son of God.

I honor thee my mighty King, my High Priest, the mediator I cannot see.
I bow my knees before thee, in thanksgiving I sing, for the sin burden you
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paid, setting me free. Help me glorify thy name, for taking your Father’s
wrath, for my sin debt and shame.

You were victorious over sin and death, defeating Satan with your final
breath. Through faith your resurrection provided, eternal life for those
who have decided, that denying their life to serve the Christ will be their
glorious delight.

Jesus now seated at the right hand of God, gave up all he possessed, his
life and righteousness. Now in heaven until he returns, giving rest to
others, relieving their religious concerns.

With his gift of heaven instore, he comes with arms open wide knocking
on the door. Jesus awaits your hearts reply, what will you decide? Will
you choose to be in Christ, while he sits at his Father’s side. Amen. Come
Lord Jesus.

Rosary promise #5 ®000000000°®

“The soul which recommends itself to me by the §
recitation of the Rosary, shall not perish.” —%

Blessed Virgin Mary

o"”‘..

Qo009 -

Here is the consecration promise from Our Lady of
Fatima—“To everyone ... who sincerely tries to live it:”
(emphasis added)

“I will never leave you; my Immaculate Heart will
be your refuge, and the way that will lead you to
God.” —Our Lady of Fatima

“Scripture and Tradition with Priest Mitch Pacwa—2019-01-15" %

Sharing in his “Scripture and Tradition” program, while teaching from his
book Saved, when asked about praying to saints, Pacwa quoted the books
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of Hebrews and Revelation, to prove that praying to saints was biblical.
He also commented on the importance of praying to the saints.

“To not pray to saints, is a sin.” —Priest Mitch Pacwa

Pacwa mentioned Hebrews 12:22, but let us look at it in context.

In verses 17-21, Paul is talking about the mount from which God spoke to the
Israelites, and then Paul shares about the mount which believers come to.

But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God,
the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, to
the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in
heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made
perfect, And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of
sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel. (Heb. 12:22-24)

It mentions the church but does not say anything about praying to the saints for guid-
ance or help. The same holds true for the passage in Revelation.

And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty
elders fell-down before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and
golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints. (Rev. 5:8)

The prayers were of the saints, not fo the saints.

And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer:
and there was given him much incense, that he should offer ir with the
prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne.
And the smoke of the incense, which came with the prayers of the saints,
ascended-up before God out of the angel’s hand. (Rev. 8:3—4)

Here again, the prayers are from the saints, not to the saints.

The Psalmist always and only encourages looking to the true God of heaven.
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Truly God is good to Israel, even to such as are of a clean heart ... So
foolish was I, and ignorant: I was as a beast before thee. Nevertheless, I
am continually with thee: Thou hast holden me by my right hand, thou,
shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterward receive me to glory. Whom
have I in heaven but thee? And there is none upon earth that I desire beside
thee. My flesh and my heart faileth: but God, is the strength of my heart,
and my portion for ever. For, lo, they that are far from thee shall perish:
Thou hast destroyed all them that go a whoring from thee. But it is good
for me to draw near to God: I have put my trust in the Lord God, that I
may declare all thy works. (Ps. 73:1,22-28)

O LORD God of my salvation, I have cried day and night before thee: Let
my prayer come before thee: incline thine ear unto my cry; For my soul
is full of troubles: and my life draweth nigh unto the grave. (Ps. 88:1-3)

Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what he hath done
for my soul. I cried unto him with my mouth, and he was extolled with
my tongue. If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me:
But verily God hath heard me; he hath attended to the voice of my prayer.
Blessed be God, which hath not turned away my prayer, nor his mercy
from me. (Ps. 66:16-20)

This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all
his troubles. (Ps. 34:6)

Because he hath inclined his ear unto me, therefore will I call upon him
as, long as I live. (Ps. 116:2)

The true God of heaven hears the prayers of all those who humble themselves before
him, even Cornelius, a seeking unbeliever who had not yet heard the gospel.

I prayed in my house, and, behold, a man (an angel messenger) stood
before me in bright clothing, and said, Cornelius, thy prayer is heard, and
thine alms are had in remembrance in the sight of God. (Acts 10:30-31)
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In the Scriptures, we receive instructions in praying to God the Father, in God the
Son’s Name (Jesus), and our prayers go through and are helped by God the Holy Spirit.
We cannot and do not pray to the saints; as stated in scripture they are our fellow citizens.

For through him (Jesus) we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.
Now therefore, ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens
with the saints, and of the household of God. (Eph. 2:18-19)

Jesus instructs believers to direct our prayers to God our heavenly Father, in
Jesus’s name.

After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name. (Matt. 6:9)

And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father
may be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will
do it. (John 14:13-14)

That whatsoever, ye shall ask of the Father in my name, He may give it
you. (John 15:16)

And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you,
Whatsoever, ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you ... ask,
and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full. (John 16:23-24)

Jesus has given believers the Holy Spirit adopting us into God’s family. The Holy
Spirit gives us assurance and helps us by praying for our, requests.

For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have
received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit
itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God. . .
.Likewise, the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what
we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession
for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. (Rom. 8:15, 26)
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In late March of 2020, I received in a mail solicitation of what appeared to be a copy
of a front page, article of The National Catholic Register, Volume 93, No. 22. The article
was a story about “How to Pray Mother Teresa’s Famous ‘Flying Novena’ to Our Lady”
under this title is the encouragement that “Mother Teresa found this a never-fail quick
novena to turn to our Blessed Mother for speedy assistance.”

The said, centuries-old, Novena boldly proclaims Mary’s Motherly love for the world.

The Flying Novena—Pray for nine days

“Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known that
anyone who fled to your protection, implored your help, or sought your
intercession was left unaided. Inspired with this confidence, I fly unto you,
O Virgin of virgins, my Mother. To you I come, before you I stand, sinful
and sorrowful. O Mother of the Word incarnate, despise not my petition,
but in your clemency hear and answer me. Amen.”

My following rendition gives glory to the heavenly Father.

Truly God —Whom have I in heaven but thee—Psalm 73:1, 25
Remember O merciful all knowing, heavenly Father, your gracious
forgiveness for the humble, repentant, sinner who believes and follows.
You promised to feed and clothe us, even the sparrow escapes not your
notice. Our dear God and Father, in heaven we pray, thank you for your
crucified Son who died undeservedly when we were yet going astray.
Your love removes our sin as far as east is from west, and casts them all
into the sea depths. No more remembered, the cleansing blood shed upon
a tree, white as snow I now shall be. God’s obedient Son satisfied our
need, our salvation purchased clear and free. Let us vow now to return
the same, faithfully obedient believing in his name. Now we are God’s
possession held carefully in his hand, our hope not yet seen, but-yet we
stand. The Spirit and Word gives the joy we need, while we await our
coming King. Amen.

Thank you, Heavenly Father, my Savior Jesus and always a thank you for
our Helper, the Holy Spirit.
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Salvation is something we must ask for, which we cannot see, but we must patiently

wait in hope, as Paul writes to the saints in Rome.

For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a
man seeth, why doth he yet, hope for? But if we hope for that we see not,
then do we with patience wait for it. (Rom. 8:24-25)

A Catholic Response, Inc.—“Salvation: Assurance or Hope? Are

you saved?” !

“Through Christ’s Church—the Catholic Church, we can come to a
knowledge of the truth (1 Tim. 3:15; Matt. 16:18).”

Catholics teach and claim that it is through the Sacraments that the free,
gift of God’s saving grace is received. Two Sacraments are mentioned:
Baptism and Confession. It is clearly stated that, “As Sinners we are not

assured of our salvation.” (emphasis added)

But do not give up hope because “Christians, who faithfully use the
Sacraments—Channels of God’s saving grace—without giving up, can
certainly hope for salvation.” —Catholic News Agency, Printed with

permission from A Catholic Response, Inc.

About Catholics Team — “Catholic Assurance of Salvation” >

How can we actually-know that we are going to heaven?
“Well, in a sense, the Bible does guarantee salvation to those who want it
badly enough, but on certain conditions. It is not as simple as (emphasis

added) only believing in and proclaiming Jesus as the Savior.”

What does Jesus say?
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Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of
heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven.
(Matt. 7:21)

Is salvation as simple as receiving the Eucharist? The, following quote is from a
children’s book.

Stories of the Blessed Sacrament—“Help children get to know Jesus in
the Blessed Sacrament and encourage them to remain close to him in the
Eucharist all their lives.” #

“When we go to Communion, like the Apostles on the night of the Last

Supper, we receive the Body and Blood of Jesus. The consecrated host
is Jesus himself, who comes to dwell in our hearts!” (emphasis added)
—Francine Bay—Heniing Zang, Ignatius Press

Salvation is, just as simple as believing in and proclaiming Jesus as “your” Savior.
Catholics and other unbelievers just do not understand that believing in Jesus means that
you have acknowledged before God, that your righteousness is as a “filthy rag,” that you
have recognized that you deserve to go to hell for your sin, and that you have come to
believe that Jesus’s payment for sin and his victory over sin is the only correct choice.
Jesus is the narrow way to everlasting life. Remember what Jesus teaches about bringing
forth fruit.

A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring
forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn
down and cast into the fire. Wherefore, by their fruits ye shall know them
... Many will say to me in that day, Lord, lord, have we not prophesied in
thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? And in thy name done
many wonderful works? (Matt. 7:18-20, 22)

Men will see our fruit. God will see our faith.

About Catholics Team — “Catholic Assurance of Salvation” %
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Mentions a cross reference of Matthew 5:44-48, without quoting the passage, here
is the King James Version.

But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do
good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you,
and persecute you; that ye may be the children of your Father which is
in heaven: for he, maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and
sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. For if ye love them which love
you, what reward have ye? Do not even the publicans the same? And if
ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? Do not even
the publicans so? Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is
in heaven is perfect. (Matt. 5:44-48)

About Catholics Team — “Catholic Assurance of Salvation” %

“We are given a commission to be perfect as God is perfect meaning, we

are to love all. We are to help others gain access to God, through his
Son, Jesus . . . Simply attempting to have a right relationship with God
and neglecting our duty to the poor, sick and other people that need help
is essentially a sin. It is the sin of formalism— A simple act of accepting
Jesus as Lord and Savior is not enough to assure anyone of going to
heaven. There is much more to it, and that is by doing the will of God.”
(emphasis added).

The following Pontiff seems to agree with the simplicity and assurance of salvation
through a simple act of accepting Jesus as Lord and Eucharist!

“The surest, easiest, shortest way is the Eucharist.” —Pontiff St. Pius X

Catholics seem to be unable to comprehend the idea that only children of God can
live like children of God. The “much more,” which needs to be done, comes after salva-
tion is received. It is what is lived out as the child of God walks the talk, while becoming
more like Christ.
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The Great Catholic attack, 1s against the idea that you can be forgiven and receive
God’s gift of everlasting life simply by accepting/trusting Jesus as Lord and Savior.
Why is this wrong? Because Catholic Apologist must shore up the importance of the
Sacraments and the Catholic Priesthood, etc. to keep Catholic followers in the Church.
However, it appears that Jesus and the apostle John, think otherwise.

Jesus answered ... This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom,
he hath sent. (John 6:29)

Whosoever, believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God ... By this
we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep
His commandments ... For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the

world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.
(1 John 5:1-2,4)

We overcome by faith, in Christ, not by Sacraments and Church attendance.

Concerning salvation, I know that my salvation happened in an instant, the instant I
realized I could be forgiven through believing in Jesus as shared in John 3:16. When you
realize that hell is staring you in the face and you’re not sure where you are headed and
God sees you’re concerned and seeking, your hope for a way out through God’s grace
is really awesome and faith in Jesus opens the faucet! If you think that sounds simple,
listen to the following two Catholic versions.

First Version
“Becoming a Good Catholic?” %

Susan has an exceptionally long question in which she shares various
concerns involving her spiritual walk, but here is her bottom line.

Q. “My question is: If I probably won’t be a GOOD Catholic—that is, any
better Catholic than I've been a Protestant, mainly not being a faithful
churchgoer and worker—is there any point in becoming one? ... Susan
H., via e-mail
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A.“You should consider this: With God’s grace, everything can change in
an instant! ... you CAN change for the better! Once you become Catholic,
you will have unlimited sanctifying grace available to you through the
sacraments, especially frequent reception of the holy Eucharist. And that
grace—If you receive it with a humble and open heart—can completely
change you ... You could become a saint.” (emphasis added) — Priest
Francis Hoffman, J.C.D.

This is kind of unique for a Catholic Priest, to say or write because when a sinner
simply puts their faith in Jesus, God’s grace completely changes them, and you do become
a saint! This is a clear parallel between the opposing focuses of the Catholic and biblical

Christian faith.
The following pamphlet is “Not copyrighted. Reproduction encouraged.” They are

distributed free by Richard Bernardi. Send a stamped, self-addressed envelope to: My
Ticket to Heaven, P.O. Box 5, Dept. B, Fisherville, KY 40023—-0005. Donations are wel-
comed. The copy I have says it was the twenty-seventh printing in September 1989.

Priest “John A. Hardon, S.J., World renowned Catholic theologian,
professor, lecturer, and author of 20 books, among them, “The Modern
Catholic Dictionary,” “The Catholic Catechism,” “The Question and
Answer Catholic Catechism” gives the pamphlet a big thumbs up!

“MY TICKET TO HEAVEN is excellent! It is a straight-forward
presentation of the cardinal mysteries of the Christian Faith ... I sincerely
hope that this booklet will receive the wide circulation it deserves.”

Sister M. Angelica, S.C., “There has been nothing like it ever before.”

Second Version
“MY TICKET TO HEAVEN”
The great majority of the ellipses are a part of the original text.

“KEEP MY FACE TURNED TOWARD GOD ... for turning around
and going in the opposite direction; we call it: DEADLY or MORTAL SIN
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so to commit a mortal sin is the most stupid thing I can do ... absolutely
nothing more stupid ... nonsensical ... than ... to turn ... from ... those
gates of heaven and start going toward the gates of hell ... nothing more
disastrous ... catastrophic ... so disastrous ... so catastrophic ... it
would be better if I would cease to exist, than to turn away from God ...
‘Me commit sin? Never ... never.” But me remain faithful to God? Ever ...
ever.” And if I maintain ... this determination ... this disposition of mind
and soul ... I can be sure of never committing sin. And I can be sure,

thereby of going to heaven!

“If I make this my policy throughout my life, to anyone asking me if [ am
going to heaven when I die, I can say: ‘Well, if I don’t make it, it won’t

be my fault: that I guarantee you.’
“And right there is the guarantee that I will make it.

“To look at this from another angle, it would be a sin for me to go to hell.
Because it is against God’s will for me to go to hell. And anything that is
against God’s will is a sin. But I refuse to do anything that is against God’s
will. With God as my helper I absolutely refuse to commit sin. Therefore, I
refuse to go to hell. It’s as simple as that.” —Priest Paul Thomas, Altoona-
Johnston (PA) diocese

Let us look at the Catholicism for “dummies” Cheat Sheet to define mortal sin.
“Mortal and Venial Sins in the Catholic Church” %8

“The Church believes that if you commit a mortal sin, you forfeit heaven

and opt for hell by your own free will and actions.”

There are three conditions that must be met in-order-for a mortal sin to

be committed:
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It must be a “grave matter” which, if carried out would be “intrinsically
evil and immoral;” it must be carried out with the “full knowledge” that
what is going to be done is a grave matter; and it must be done freely with
“deliberate consent.” —dummies, A Wiley Brand

Many Catholics are not informed of the above conditions or of the following list of
mortal sins.

“15 Mortal Sins Catholics are Missing in their Confessions” —Pilgrim
Priest, Theology article of August 3,2019

“Part I: Why Do We Need Confession and What Is Mortal Sin?
““Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.”—Heb.
9:22. Thus, the only thing that can reconcile us sinners to God is a
God-man Jesus Christ on His cross. [At this point we see the biblical
truth of Jesus’s payment being credited to a sinner’s account by faith,
however, the Catholic truth comes in with the sacraments] The merits of
His Passion, Death and Resurrection are communicated first by baptism
(1 Pet. 3:21) and later confession of actual sins to a priest (John 20:22—
23.).” (emphasis added)

For Catholics sanctifying grace is first gained by the sacrament of water
baptism and the only way it can be lost is through mortal sin. “There is no
grey area in this matter— every baptized Catholic on the planet is either in
sanctifying grace or mortal sin. Those who die in sanctifying grace go to
heaven, or heaven via Purgatory. Those who die in mortal sin go to hell.”

“Part II: 15 Mortal Sins Catholics Are Frequently Missing in Their
Confessions

Numbers 1-2, 4-6 fall within a category which involves:

Any sexual gratification wherein sperm and egg are prevented/or have no
chance of forming human life.

“3. Immodesty, Including Wearing Leggings and Short Shorts.

7. Chronic failure to catechize your kids.
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“8. Greatly harming someone’s reputation [Gossip].

“9. Missing Sunday Mass without good reason and /or unnecessary work
on Sunday.

“10. Denying your workers, a fair wage.

“11. Getting Drunk or High.

“12. Saying the Name of Jesus in Vain.

“13. Denying the Catholic faith, including any involvement in the occult
even tarot cards or Ouija boards.

“14. Skipping Friday Penance. [Which used to be eating no meat.] The new
Code of Canon Law released under Pope John Paul II has only changed
the type of penance, not the requirement for a Friday penance. Now,
the suggestion is still to stay meatless, but a substitutionary penance is
permitted in the new 1983 code.

“15.Receiving Holy Communion with any of the above sins on your heart.

The author ends by giving assurance to his readers that the above listed
sins are all mortal sins and if your “parish priest or confessor” doesn’t
agree, “please tell him I will debate him publicly on the Magisterium in
any place, in any forum (his parish, street corner, or on YouTube) at any
time he wants.” —Priest David Nix,

However, in all honesty, all sin keeps us out of heaven, and there is no Purgatory.
Even though the Catholic Church teaches otherwise, God does not, but God is plenteous
in mercy and the same blood of Jesus that was shed to wash away our so-called venial
sins also washes away our so-called mortal sins. You must decide of your own free will
if you want to turn from your sin—worldly sinful enjoyments or addictions—to serve
God and become more like Christ. It should be a no-brainer if you want to go to heaven!

And in all honesty, aside from all the sins mentioned in the Scriptures, it is a mortal
sin to not obey all that the Catholic Church teaches as necessary to be a Catholic in mat-
ters of practice and belief. This would include not attending all required Masses, not
receiving the Sacrament of Penance and the Eucharist at least once a year, and, though
there may be more, not having devotions to Mary.

On January 1, 2020, Pontiff Francis commented on devotions to Mary.
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“Devotion to Mary is a must” %
“Devotion to Mary is not spiritual etiquette; it is a requirement of the
Christian life (emphasis added)—If our faith is not to be reduced merely
to an idea or a doctrine, all of us need a mother’s heart.” —Pontiff Francis

“Devotion to Mary, Model of Femininity” *

“Yesterday was a celebration of Corpus Christi—Feast of the Body and
Blood of Jesus. Mary, who was His first Tabernacle, is our ultimate icon
and guide to, perfect, traditional catholic femininity.

“Through Mary, we get access to the fullness of Christ ... through her,
Man becomes godly.

“The Three Hail Marys Devotion”

“Three Hail Marys to be said when waking up and when going to bed.” —
Traditional Catholic Femininity

Biblically, Jesus is simpler and a 100 percent surety!

Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given
us of his Spirit. (1 John 4:13)

We know that we have passed from death unto life, because, we love the
brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death. (1 John 3:14)

And this is his commandment, That, we should believe on the name of his
Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment. (1
John 3:23)

Clearly these passages say that we are saved by faith, and to validate or prove this
faith, it should be followed up with love for our brethren and neighbors.
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About Catholics Team — “Catholic Assurance of Salvation”
“It is not enough to ‘win souls’ or prophesy or send Bibles to China.”

The Berean Call/The Christian Post !
“China hearing gospel via Africa; church growing amid brutal persecution” 3

As a result of the influx of Chinese resources and approximately 10,000
Chinese-owned companies, the estimated 227,000 to 1 million Chinese
working on the continent are hearing the message of the Gospel from
African evangelical Christians.

“Many local African churches have reached out to Chinese workers ...
And a small but growing number of ethnically Chinese missionaries from
Taiwan and other countries are specifically targeting Chinese nationals in
Africa.” —Brandon Showalter, The Christian Post

Read also “How Africa is converting China,” UnHerd, February 13,2019.

Praise God!

A Bible-believing Christian would not attest to the idea that it is necessary to win souls
or prophesy or send Bibles to China to be saved. We are saved by God’s undeserved grace
through a free-will act of faith in Jesus. A changed life of love and good works should
follow. If not, that person was not saved because a good tree or branch bears good fruit.

Here are a couple of verses for Catholics to consider.

But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he, that cometh to God
must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently
seek him. (Heb. 11:6)

For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he
is guilty of all. (James 2:10)
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If a person commits one sin, they are just as guilty before God as if they had com-
mitted every sin.

Number Three, Douglas Beaumont—*“Can We Know That We Have
Eternal Life” *

Beaumont
“Many Christians point to 1 John 5:13 as proof that the apostle wrote his
epistle fo assure believers of their final salvation based on their present
belief. The verse reads: ‘I write this to you who believe in the name of
the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life’ (RSV). It
looks like an open-and-shut case, right? Maybe not.” (emphasis added)

This quote from 1 John 5:13 (RSV) has intentionally left out half of the verse, being
guilty of removing words of God inspired by the Holy Spirit from the scriptures. The
King James Version gives us the full truth of what God wanted us to hear.

These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son
of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe
on the name of the Son of God. (1 John 5:13)

The two reasons John wrote this book is so that, “ye may believe” in Jesus, and
second, that “ye may know that ye have eternal life.”

Apostle John continues speaking of the believer’s assurance and what God expects
of them as his children.

And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness.
And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an
understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that
is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life.
Little children keep yourselves from idols. Amen. (1 John 5:19-21)

As atrue believer in Christ, our salvation has been secured for eternity; “we are in him.”
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Catholic Apologist are good at adding words in between the lines of scripture called
human reasoning, philosophy etc., you can’t see them in there or find them but they
allow Catholics to over-ride the words printed on the page right in front of them called

“God’s word.”

Apostle John also knew exactly how to communicate what God wanted his fol-
lowers to know. He knew Jesus personally and was writing under the inspiration of the
Holy Spirit.

Beaumont

“Even if John did write his first epistle to communicate assurance of future
salvation to us and others ... such assurance is not said to be based on
belief alone—nor is such assurance said to be permanent.”

According to Merriam-Webster

Eternal means: “Infinite duration: everlasting ... abiding fellowship
... continued without intermission: perpetual ... seemingly endless ...
existing at all times: timeless.”

Assurance means: “Being certain in mind ... confidence of mind ... easy
freedom from self, doubt ... security ... pledge, guarantee ... the act of
conveying real property ... insurance.”

Beaumont’s argument seems to be falling apart, he appears to be frustrated with the
apostle John for writing confusing information or he may be frustrated with the biblical
believers who cannot understand his argument.

Beaumont
“By the time we reach 1 John 5:13, the author has cited numerous
conditions of eternal life that are difficult to assess even personally, much
less concerning anyone else.”

God’s preserved word, the scriptures, are genuine and clear, an individual’s under-
standing may be marred by sin, unbelief, lack of knowledge/seeking and they may not
have yet received the genuine baptism of the Holy Spirit.
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Jesus shares with his disciples two purposes of the Comforter, the Holy Spirit.

And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that
he may abide with you forever ... But the Comforter, which is the Holy
Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all
things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said
unto you. (John 14:16, 26; see also 15:26)

The Comforter ... he will reprove the world of sin ... because they believe

not on me ... he will guide you into all truth ... he will shew you, things
to come. (John 16:7-9, 13)

Catholicism never admits defeat, even though they have as a witness the Scripture
and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Moses and the prophets ... If they hear not ... neither will they be
persuaded, though one rose from the dead. (Luke 16:29, 31)

Jesus shared with the apostles the mystery of the kingdom of God, concerning the
truths in the parables, but to those outside the kingdom he did not.

That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear,
and not understand; lest at any time they should be converted, and their
sins should be, forgiven them. (Mark 4:12)

Beaumont

“To use 1 John 5:13 to assure others that they have eternal life (or that they
will keep it) is therefore unwarranted.

Don’t forget, according to Douglas Beaumont and the Catholic Church, you can lose
your salvation or decide to quit anytime you want, and the title of the article is “Can We
Know That We Have Eternal Life (1 John 5:13)?”

The Catholic answer is or seems to be —maybe but then maybe not but hypothetically
you can be sure that you can never know for sure if someone else has it.
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So, from a Catholic standpoint, do not worry about having an assurance of ever-
lasting life, just stay put in Mother Church’s lap. Look at everything through the eyes of
Catholicism and the Catholic Church. And do not be over-scrupulous concerning your
sinful guilt, and do not listen too intently to those who may try to tell you differently.

However, biblically, do listen to the Holy Trinity, which work in tandem, using the
law written on your heart and in the Scriptures.

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one
with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all
sin. (1 John 1:7)

My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any
man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.
(1 John 2:1)

Whosoever, abideth in him sinneth not: whosover sinneth hath not seen
him, neither known him. Little children let no man deceive you: he
that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous. He that
commiitteth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning.
For this purpose, the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy
the works of the devil. Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin;
for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of
God. (1 John 3:6-9)

Apostle Paul explains our struggle with sin, between the law of the flesh and the
law of God.

If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the law that it is good.
Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me ... now if
I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in
me ... O wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver me from the body
of this death? I thank God through Jesus Christ our, Lord. So then with
the mind I myself serve the law of God, But with the flesh the law of sin.
(Rom. 7:16-17, 20, 24-25)
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Here is more on how true believers should walk following their salvation.

We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is
begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not.
(1 John 5:18)

And hereby we do know that we know him if we keep his commandments.
He that saith he abideth in him ought also so to walk, even as he walked.

Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man,

love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

These things have I written unto you concerning them that seduce you.
But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye
need not that any man, teach you. (1 John 2:3, 6, 15,26-27)

But whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth his brother, have need, and
shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of
God in him? My little children let us not love in word, neither in tongue,
but in, deed and in truth. (1 John 3:17-18)

Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of
God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world. (1 John 4:1)

Past and living Pontiffs have, or are, working toward establishing a “spiritual” unity
with all religions. However, the group which Pontiff Francis seems to be the most con-
cerned with are the biblical Christians, who are working to lead Catholics and all men,
women, and children to Christ.

Catholics and or Catholic apologists are constantly trying to prove that what biblical
Christians teach concerning salvation, is simply wrong, simply false because of igno-

rance, and simply without common sense or reasoning.
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Biblical Christians are constantly trying to teach the simple Gospel of salvation
through faith in Jesus’s death, burial, and resurrection apart from good works and

according to the scriptures, apart from the traditions of men.

Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and everyone that
loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. (1 John 4:7)

If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: for this is
the witness of God which, he hath testified of his Son. He that believeth
on the Son of God hath the witness in himself. (1 John 5:9-10)

Since the death of Christ, the assurance of the believer’s salvation and the gift of
eternal life comes from God’s word and God the Holy Spirit. God’s witness is true and
greater than man’s, whether they be Pastors, Priests, Pontiffs, so called Church Fathers,

Saints or a Women called, The Blessed Virgin Mary.

He that believeth not God hath made him a liar, because he believeth not
the record that God gave of his Son. And this is the record, that God hath
given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He that hath the Son
hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life. These things
have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that
ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name
of the Son of God. And this is the confidence that we have in him, that,
if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us: And if we know
that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions
that we desired of him. (1 John 5:10-15)

It is according to God’s will that we be saved through believing, in other words,
through faith. Ask him to save you; he will hear you because he is not a liar. You will
receive assurance from God’s written word and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. As

Peter wrote, God does not want anyone to perish.
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The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness;
but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that
all should come to repentance. (2 Pet. 3:9)

Priest, Mitch Pacwa, SJ, is described as an “internationally acclaimed biblical scholar,
TV personality, and author, who presents a free, one-hour webcast.

During his program, Scripture and Tradition, dated 2/12/2019, he shared
about God’s love and concern for us and our place and time in history. He
shared that Jesus’s time on earth was well planned out, which I agree. Itis
clearly laid out in scripture in minute detail, and as recorded in scripture,
it was 100 percent carried out.

But then Pacwa goes on to share that God did not do so for us; our
existence was by total happenstance and without any forethought: “We
all just happen to be born the way we are, with our different shape and
size, color, time and place all by accident.”

However, God is very, concerned about our souls and where each of us will spend
eternity. As stated by Apostle Peter, God is not willing that any of us should perish. This
next verse shows how God placed us at a time and place that would provide us with the
best opportunity to accomplish this. Let us see what Luke wrote in Acts about Apostle
Paul’s message at Mar’s Hill.

In, the midst of Mar’s Hill ... For as | passed by, and beheld your devotions,
I found an altar with this inscription, 70 THE UNKOWN GOD. Whom
therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare [ unto you ... God that made
the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth,
dwelleth not in temples made with hands. (Acts 17:22-24)

God dwells in temples made with his hands, in those who have surrendered their lives
to Jesus. God dwells in their hearts, minds, bodies, and souls. True believers are God’s
temple. Apostle Paul shares on this subject with the Church at Corinth.
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Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God
dwelleth in you? If any man, defile the temple of God, him shall God
destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are. (1 Cor. 3:16—-17)

Peter also speaks of God’s nearness and availability in Acts.

Neither is worshipped with men’s hands, as though he needed anything,
seeing he giveth to all life ... breath, and all things; And hath made of one
blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath
determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation;
that they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find
him, though he be not far from every one of us. (Acts 17:25-27)

Again, all “these things” mentioned by Beaumont in 1 John are requirements or pos-
sessions of believers or ought to be the results manifested in the lives of believers who
possess eternal life.

Do you want to possess Catholicism and all she requires and teaches, or do you want
to possess eternal life through faith in Jesus Christ?

Jesus has commanded his followers to love, and he has given us a helper, the Holy
Spirit. The Spirit is given to believers to guide and strengthen them to accomplish

“these things.”

Are you waiting and searching for forgiveness and perfect love? Then, come and
surrender to Jesus.

When Constantine, the Roman Emperor, went out, conquering other nations and peo-
ples, they all were brought into the Catholic Church. When the Spanish ruler went out to
conquer in South America, this was also the practice. Jesus wants a spiritual conquering,
which comes through a humble repentant heart of faith.

Apostle Peter declared the surety of our salvation.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according
to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the
*resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible,
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, who
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are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time. (1 Pet. 1:3-5)

Peter’s comment above presents a substantial proof for the biblical Gospel of salva-
tion. There is no mention of the unbloody sacrifice of the Mass, of the requirement of
good works for salvation, or that there is absolutely no assurance of salvation. There is
also no mention of the Eucharist.

Peter’s focus is on God’s mercy, our being born again, our new lively hope, Jesus’s
resurrection, our inheritance in heaven as being incorruptible, undefiled, unfading, and
reserved in heaven, and finally we are kept by God’s power through faith.

I am all in, committed to God the Father, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit. I can only
say thank you, thank you, thank you. I dare not ask whether there is anything I need to
do or that I can contribute toward my salvation.

Are you all in for Jesus? This next person was not, and he still came to the wedding!

And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which
had not on a wedding garment: And he saith unto him, Friend, how camest
thou in hither not having a wedding garment? And he was speechless. Then
said the king to the servants, Bind, him hand and foot, and take him away,
and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of
teeth. For many are called, but few are chosen. (Matt. 22:11-14)

In the Scriptures, wedding clothes and white robes represent Jesus’s righteousness
that is the ultimate and only possible covering for sin. Any additions to it would insult
the payment he made for us with his sinless blood.

This next lady got it right!

“Keep Your Fork, the Best is Yet to Come!”
Seen on Facebook (Author and date not known or given).

“There was a Christian lady who was diagnosed with a terminal illness,
and ... given three months to live ... she contacted her pastor and had
him come to her house ... ‘This is very important,” ... ‘I want to be buried
with a fork in my right hand ... The women explained, ‘In all my years
of attending church socials and potluck dinners, I always remember that
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when the dishes of the main courses were being cleared, someone would
inevitably lean over and say, ‘Keep your fork.” It was my favorite part
because I knew that something better was coming ... The pastor’s eyes
welled up with tears of joy as he hugged the woman good-bye. He knew
this would be one of the last times he would see her before her death. But
he also knew that the woman had a better grasp of Heaven ... She Knew
that something better was coming. At her funeral ... Over and over, the
pastor heard the question ‘What’s with the fork?” And over and over he
smiled ... So, the next time you reach down for your fork, let it remind
you ever so gently, that the best is yet to come ... Nothing scary. Nothing
unknown. Jesus Christ is right there with us all the way.”

“Saved by The Cross,” by Priest Harrison Ayre of the Diocese of Victoria,
British Columbia, presented by Michael Heinlein of Simply Catholic.

“While we are familiar with the idea that the Cross saves, perhaps we are
unfamiliar with how the Cross accomplishes salvation—How does the
Cross save us? There are two aspects ... What happens on the Cross, and
how that is extended to us?

“Sacramentally united to Jesus by Baptism, we are conformed to Jesus
so that He /ives out the Mystery of his Life, death, and resurrection in us,
and gives us The Sacraments as the Principal means of encountering that

salvation. (emphasis added)

“Encountered continually today, in Mystery through The Sacramental
Life of The Church—by which we are given the grace to be saved.” —
Simply Catholic

This sacramental life presents Catholicism in its simplicity and mystery. However,
the mystery of the Cross with salvation by God’s grace through faith is even simpler. The
Apostle Paul said it well, “We preach Christ Jesus the Lord.”
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We have this Ministry ... we have received mercy, we, faint not; but have
renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor
handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth
commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.
But if our *gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: In whom the god
of this world (Satan) hath blinded the minds of them which believe not,
lest the light of the glorious *gospel of Christ, who is the image of God,
should shine unto them.

For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your
servants for Jesus’s sake. For God, who commanded the light to shine out
of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, 7o give the light of the knowledge
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. (2 Cor. 4:1-6)

(For we walk by faith, not by sight:) We are confident, 1 say, and willing
rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.
(2 Cor. 5:7-8)

For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. For this
cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto
his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. This is a great mystery: But I
speak concerning Christ and the Church. (Eph. 5:30-32)

The Church is made up of each individual believer, it is not a political or denomina-
tional entity. And the believing individuals of Christ’s church have Christ in them, which
is their hope of glory.

Praying always ... And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that
I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the *gospel.
(Eph. 6:18-19)

Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations,
but now is made manifest to his saints: To whom God, would make known
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what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which
is Christ in you, the hope of glory. (Col. 1:26-27)

That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto
all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement
of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ. (Col. 2:2)

And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was
manifest in the flesh, justified, in the Spirit, seen, of angels, preached, unto
the Gentiles, believed, on in the world, received up into glory. (1 Tim. 3:16)

Catholicism preaches Catholicism and that the mystery of God’s saving grace, comes
through the Eucharistic Jesus, and through faith in the sacraments.
Biblical Christianity preaches Jesus’s sacrifice on the Cross and that the revealed

mystery of God’s saving grace comes through faith in Jesus Christ the Lord.
About Catholics Team, “What is the Catholic Church?”

Gleanings:

The Church is a global diverse community, over a billion strong,
encompassing a wide spectrum of political beliefs yet united by the same
central/focal point of religious belief/faith or written creeds.

The Church is Christian and synonymous with Christianity, being first,
the Catholic Church is Christianity all other groups have splintered away.

The Church is a worldwide group with a leadership structure of
servant-leaders encompassed by the rifual/Sacrament of Holy Orders
being ordained/commissioned to be Priest. This priesthood carries the
responsibility of acting in the place of Jesus and is the continuation of
Jesus’s tradition of choosing men to be his apostles who would carry on

his mission.
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The Church is re-presenting Jesus sacrifice on the cross through its
priesthood in the Eucharistic liturgy/Mass which is the focal role of its
establishment. Catholics gather-together at each mass to worship Jesus
as the priest consecrates the bread and wine into Jesus body and blood
which is then consumed; Thus, completing the ritual/Sacrament of Holy
Communion which is the center of Catholic faith and worship.

The Church also through the ritual/Sacrament of Baptism are expected
and responsible as called priest, prophet, and king to carry on Jesus work.

The Church, like all institutions, deals with bad leaders and failing

leadership but our faith and hope in Jesus Christ, remains, and holds
us together.
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Chapter F our

THE RoOLE OF THE CATECHISM
OF THE CaAaTHOLIC CHURCH

‘ N 7 e learned about what heaven will be like and whether you can have assurance

of everlasting life in the past three chapters. Now in chapters four and five, we
will look at the role of the Catholic Catechism and the Bible to see which is your best or
winning choice in regard to eternity. In chapter six, we will compare the rwo most prom-
inent Gospels in Christendom.

The Paulist Fathers established the “Paulist National Catholic
Evangelization” ... 1984 — 1999 — “Another Look,” a national ministry to
inactive Catholics ... PNCEA. In 2009 the “PNCEA” adopted a new name
and logo and became known as “Paulist Evangelization Ministries (PEM).”

I wrote the following letter in 1988 to “Another Look™ to find out what needed to be
believed to be a Catholic.

Another Look,**

I receive your newsletter and find it interesting. Articles that [ am interested in seeing
in your newsletter include: What does a person need to believe in order to be a (Roman)
Catholic? And what can a Catholic do to give himself the greatest amount of assurance
of attaining heaven?

Thank you for your interest in me. If you do not address these questions in your next
newsletter, could you please send an answer to me soon. These are two questions that
have me puzzled.

Thank you,

Gary Westgerdes
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The Response

NATIONAL CATHOLIC EVANGELIZATION ASSOCIATION

3031 Fourth Street, N.E. Washington, D.C. 20017 — (202) 832-5022—Under the
Direction of the Paulist Fathers.

22 January 1988

Gary Westgerdes

Box 83

Montezuma, OH 45866

Dear Mr. Westgerdes,

Thank you for your letter of January 3, 1988.

What does a person need to believe in order to be a Catholic? Great question!
Unfortunately, a simple answer in a one-page letter is impossible, considering all the
scholarship and debates surrounding this issue.

I would like to suggest that you contact a priest in your area. Make an appointment
and let him know what you want to discuss. Also, you might want to consider reading
the following two books:

Basics of the Faith: A Catholic Catechism by Dr. Alan Schreck. Ann Arbor: Servant
Publications, 1987.

Understanding Catholicism by Dr. Monika Hellwig. Mahwah NJ: Paulist Press.

Hope this will help. God bless you.

Sincerely, Mr. Thomas D. Carter, Programs Coordinator.

Inviting the 75,000,000 unchurched Americans and the 15,000,000 inactive Catholics
to be enriched by Jesus Christ within the Catholic family of believers.

In response to my own letter, this Gospel was compiled in 2011 from the Catechism
of the Catholic Church © 1994. My goal was to express the Catholic Gospel truthfully
and clearly, so that both Catholics and non-Catholics may see for themselves what is
taught and compare it with the Scriptures.

Catechism Quotes are followed by (CCC—####) Any clarification articles will be
clearly noted.

I have used within the Scripture and Catechism quotes, italics for (added emphasis).
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The asterisk seen in Scripture and Catechism quotes is there to identify these as the
*Keys of Heaven for the respective Gospels.

“New Catechism—Archbishop of Paris Jean-Marie Lustiger holds up a

copy of the Roman Catholic Church’s first new catechism in 426 years
during a news conference Monday in Paris. The 676-page guideline on
doctrine is a major push to strengthen the church’s presence worldwide.”
(emphasis added)

AP Photo caption, “New Catechism,” The Daily Standard, November
17,1992, 6.

“THE ROLE OF THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH”’ ¥

This catechism, spearheaded by Pontiff John Paul II, was published, and copy-
righted in 1994.

A BRrier HISTORY OF CATECHISMS

The catechisms of the Catholic Church are an important tool to teach Church beliefs.
The catechisms quote from many “encyclicals, church council documents,” as well as
the Scriptures. These are the major references or starting points used to develop Catholic
teachings. A catechism, unlike the Bible, is not inspired by the Holy Spirit. Like a tool,
the catechism is a handy go-to as a consolidation of Catholic Church teachings.

In 1566 the first Catholic catechism was published. It came after the Council of Trent
and was named, the Roman Catechism. A new universal catechism was not published
until 1994, and it was named The Catechism of the Catholic Church.

THE PURPOSE OF THE CATECHISM

Its primary function is “to explain the teachings of the Catholic faith.” It makes a
wonderful source for all non-Catholics to see and read what the Catholic Church really
teaches. All issues, arguments, and misunderstandings concerning Roman Catholic doc-
trines and beliefs may be resolved by reading the catechism.
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The Catechism of The Catholic Church (CCC) says:

“The Church’s message ‘is true and solid ... one and the same way

of Salvation appears throughout the Whole World’” (CCC-174).
(emphasis added)

Is THERE ONLY ONE CATECHISM?

‘There is only one official Catechism of the Catholic Church,” which was
adapted to meet the different age groups represented in the Church.

Do CarHOoLICS BELIEVE THE CATECHISM IS LIKE THE BIBLE?
“Catholics do not.

WHaHY UPDATE THE CATECHISM?

The Catholic Church claims that her teachings do not change, but they do admit that
their “understanding of the revelation of Jesus Christ can develop.” An example of this

would be issues that come up during the present day, such as the killing of unborn chil-
dren in the womb and the advancements in warfare such as nuclear weapons.

“The *Church ... guards ‘The faith ...” teaches ... the language of faith

... introduce(s) ... the understanding and the life of faith” (CCC-171).
(emphasis added)

How CaN I READ THE CATECHISM?

The Catholic Church wants the Catechism to be made available to everyone. It may
be purchased, downloaded to Kindle, or read on the Vatican website.

“Sacred Tradition ... Scriptures and the Magisterium of the Church ...

One ... cannot stand without the others ... all contribute to the Salvation
of Souls” (CCC-95). (emphasis added)
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Chapter Five
THE ROLE OF THE BIBLE
FOR BIBLICAL BELIEVERS 3¢

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE BIBLE

A s shared earlier, Jesus presents the account of Lazarus and the rich man and the
importance of the scriptures.

Abraham saith unto him, They, have Moses and the prophets; let them hear
them. And he said ... but if one went unto them from the dead, they will,
repent. And he said unto him, If, they hear not Moses and the prophets;
neither will they, be persuaded, though one rose from the dead. (Moses
and the Prophets, representing the Old Testament; Luke 16:29-31)

In regard to the phrase “As it is written,” it appears fourteen times in the KJV Old
Testament.

Jesus warns and assures us that God is in control.

“Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away”
(Luke 21:33).

God has given to us the holy Scriptures to live by, to guide us and to instruct us
throughout our life. God the Holy Spirit, as our Helper, uses the Scriptures to accom-
plish this (John 16:13). God uses the phrase “as it is written” thirty-one times in the New
Testament to teach us to use the Scriptures.
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Jesus quoted the Scriptures to defeat and rebuke Satan after he spent forty days
and forty nights in the wilderness fasting. Satan came to Jesus three times, twisting the
Scriptures, trying to get Jesus to falter in his humanity and weakened state. Jesus stood
firm against the wiles and temptations of the devil, defeating him handily at his false
reasoning and promises (Matt. 4:1-10).

Jesus gives a final rebuke to the Devil.

Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou, shalt worship the Lord thy
God, and him only shalt thou serve. (Matt. 4:10)

This presents a dilemma; are Catholics serving Catholicism and the Blessed Virgin
Mary? If so, they have a choice, they can either convert and serve God, reading and
obeying the Scriptures as Jesus did, or they can continue down the broad path that they
have found comfortable, serving Catholicism in its ecumenism with the world’s religions
and serving Mary by praying the rosary.

God’s Word, the Scriptures, were written through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit
for both the Old and New Testaments. They were written as an assured message from
God that would never pass away.

Jesus saith—Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.

And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples,
which are not written in this book: But these are written, that ye might
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye
might have life through his name. (John 20:29-31)

God has authored the Bible, using faithful servants throughout history. Many look
to the King James Version as the true and God preserved Word of God in English and
as others have pointed out, this is significant as we await Christ return and as English
continues to become the world’s universal language.

THE PURPOSE OF THE BIBLE

The Scriptures declare that the Bible’s purpose is for preaching, teaching, and warning.
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For Christ sent me ... to preach the *gospel ... the preaching of the cross
... the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe ... we preach
Christ crucified. (1 Cor. 1:17-18, 21, 23)

Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast
the words of eternal life. (John 6:68)

They that were scattered abroad went everywhere preaching the word.
(Acts 8:4)

In the last days, perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of
their own selves, covetous ... disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,
without natural affection ... despisers of those that are good, traitors ...
lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God; Having a form of godliness,
but denying the power thereof: from such turn away ... ever learning,
and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth— Preach the word
... with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will come when they
will not endure sound doctrine. (2 Tim. 3:1-5,7; 4:2-3)

IS THERE ONLY ONE BIBLE?

Men have produced many new Bible translations since the King James Version (KJV).
The KJV is copyright free, it reads nicer, and some say it is easier to memorize. Some

may struggle with it at first as I did, but the Holy Spirit gives understanding.

In the dash to ecumenism and the reversal of the reformation, newer versions are
using the same manuscripts as the Catholic Church, one of which is the New International
Version (NIV). These new translations are being or have been patterned after the Catholic

version, minus only the Apocrypha.

The New International Version, Translator Preface

“The Committee held to certain goals for the NIV: that it be an Accurate,
Beautiful, Clear, and Dignified translation suitable for public and
private reading, teaching, preaching, memorizing, and liturgical use.
(emphasis added)
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““The translators’ work didn’t end when the NIV was published in 1978.
The original mandate, given in 1965, was to continue the work of Bible
translation, ensuring that the NIV always reflects the very best of biblical
scholarship and contemporary English. The NIV saw its first major
update in 1984 and was again refreshed for modern language in 2011.
The Committee on Bible Translation still meets every year, reviewing the
work in painstaking detail —because when translating God’s Word, it’s all

about getting the words right.” (emphasis added)

Westgerdes—Man is supposedly getting the words right, while God is
keeping his word right.

EXAMPLES

Along with the NIV and NIRV, the Catholic Bible, the New American Bible Revised
Edition (NABRE), has also been updated to support the idea of an ongoing salvation that
involves faith, with a life of continuous good works to “achieve” salvation. This view is
supported by verses that use the phrase “we are being saved,” while the KJV uses “we
are saved.” The C-RV Challoner-Rheims Version is a Catholic version translated from
the Latin Vulgate and is a revision published in 1941; it also uses “we are saved,” and in

some instances reads the same as the KJV. The verses in question are:

1 Corinthians 1:18 “The preaching (or message) of the cross to us who:
KJV, C-RV “are saved” NIV, NIRV, NABRE “being saved”

1 Corinthians 15:2 “The gospel, by which also you:
KJV, NIV, NIRV “are saved” NABRE, C-RV “being saved.”

2 Corinthians 2:15 “To God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that:
KJV, C-RV “are saved” NIV, NIRV, NABRE “are being saved”

Acts 2:47 ... the Lord added to the church daily such as should:
KJV, C-RV “be saved” NIV, NIRV, NABRE “being saved”
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1 Corinthians 15:1-4 KJV “I declare unto you the *gospel ... By which also:
KIJV, NIV, NIRV “ye are saved” NABRE, C-RV “are being saved”

The inconsistencies in the new versions are seen in these following verses. Instead
of a clear separation between the KJV “are saved” and the NIV “being saved” which
denotes a salvation of faith plus works without any present assurance, now the KJV, NIV

and others are agreeing in these verses:

2 Thessalonians 2:8—10 “received not the love of the truth, that they:
KJV, NIV, NABRE, C-RV “be saved,” NIRV “would save”

Ephesians 2:5 “we ... dead in sins ... quickened ... with Christ:
KJV “are saved” NIV, NABRE, C-RV “been saved” NRIV ‘“has saved”

Ephesians 2:8 “For by grace (God’s) ... through faith:
KJV “are ye saved” NIV, NABRE, C-RV “have been saved” NRIV

“has saved”

Which then is correct? The consistent revelation of scripture is that “we are saved”
through faith in Christ.

And when they shall say unto you, seek, unto them that have familiar
spirits, and unto wizards that peep, and that mutter: should not a people
seek unto their God? For the living to the dead? To the law and to the
testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is
no light in them. (Isa. 8:19-20; see also Ps. 119: 130; Prov. 6:30)

THE BiBLE SHOULD NoT BE UPDATED

The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of
earth, purified seven times. Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, thou, shalt

preserve them from this generation forever.

69



We Agree! The Tomb Is Open—But What Comes Next? COMPARE The 2 Most Prominent Gospels in CHRISTENDOM

All thy commandments are faithful ... For ever, O LORD, thy, word is
settled in heaven ... Thy word is true from the beginning: and every one of
thy righteous judgments endureth for ever. (Ps. 12:6-7; 119:86, 89, 160)

Jesus—Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass
away. (Luke 21:33; Mark 13:31; Matt. 24:35; read also Isa. 40:8; 1 Pet.
1:23-25; Rom. 15:4; 1 Cor. 15:3-4)

READ THE BIBLE FOR WISDOM AND EVERYDAY GUIDANCE, WITH YOUR
WHOLE HEART

Gleaned from Psalm 119 some responses and benefits by and for those who know
God’s Word. Thy Word I: Hid in mine heart. (v. 11); Order my steps. (v. 133); Loveth it.
(v. 140),; Was grieved, because they kept not. (v. 158); Esteem ... hate every false way.
(v. 128), Standeth in awe. (v. 161); Rejoice ... as one that findeth great spoil. (v. 162)

THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost. (Rom. 5:5)

Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye
may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost. (Rom. 15:13)

Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor
effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor thieves, nor
covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit
the kingdom of God. And such were some of you: but ye are washed—
sanctified—justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit
of our God.

For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews
or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink
into one Spirit. (1 Cor. 6:9-11; 12:13; see also 6:19-20; Eph. 1:12; 5:9)
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For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith—
This I say then, Walk, in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of
the flesh—If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. (Gal.
5:5,16,25)

And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word
in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost. (1 Thess. 1:6)

Quench not the Spirit (1 Thess. 5:19).

The English Oxford Living Dictionary defines the word quench as 2.1
“Stifle or suppress” 2.2 “Reduce (someone) to silence” 3. “Rapidly cool”
3.1 “Suppress or damp (an effect such as luminescence ...)” Origin “...

(... ‘put out, extinguish’), of Germanic origin.”

Now the Spirit speaketh expressly. (1 Tim. 4:1)

The Spirit has a voice, and we as Bible-believing Christians can expect to hear

his voice.

Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith
and love which is in Christ Jesus. That good thing which was committed
unto thee keep by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us. (2 Tim. 1:13, 14)

Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his
mercy, he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the
Holy Ghost. (Titus 3:5)

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ ... through sanctification of the Spirit
... preached the *gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from
heaven. (1 Pet. 1:1-2, 12)
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Peter has recorded the Christians’ purpose and goal to preach the gospel of Jesus
Christ with the Holy Ghost. Next this is followed by godliness which is evidenced in
love for the brethren, the members of the Church family.

Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit
unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with
a pure heart fervently: being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of
incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth forever. (1
Pet. 1:22)

Jesus speaks to the Churches, referring to each individual member.

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches;
To him that overcometh will 1 give to eat of the tree of life, which is, in
the midst of the paradise of God ... he that overcometh shall not be hurt
of the second death ... to him that overcometh will 1 give to eat of the
hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new
name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth iz. (Rev.
2:7,11,17)

He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will
not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name
before my Father, and before his angels. He that hath an ear, let him hear
what the Spirit saith unto the churches. . . .These things saith he that is
holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and
no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth; I know thy works:
behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for
thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my
name. Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they
are Jews, and are not, but do lie. (Rev. 3:5-9)

Jesus speaks to the Churches concerning those who overcome during the tribula-
tion period.
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Behold, I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to
know that I have loved thee. Because thou hast kept the word of my
patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall
come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. Behold, I
come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man, take thy crown.
Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and
he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God,
and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which
cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my
new name. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches. . . .These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness,
the beginning of the creation of God; I know thy works, that thou art
neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So, because thou art
lukewarm ... I will spue thee out of my mouth. Because thou sayest, I am
rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest
not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:
I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be
rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame
of thy nakedness do not appear . . . and anoint thine eyes with eye salve,
that thou mayest see. As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten, be zealous
therefore, and repent. Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man,
hear my voice, and open the door, I will come into him, and will sup with
him, and he with me. To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me
in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father
in his throne. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto
the churches. (Rev. 3:9-22)

Apostle John questions an angel concerning a scene he sees in heaven.

What are these which are arrayed in white robes? And whence came they?
... These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed
their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore,
are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his
temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them. They
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shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; neither shall the sun light
on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb, which is in-the-midst-of the throne,
shall feed them and shall lead them unto living fountains of water: and
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. (Rev. 7:13-14)

The Holy Trinity of God is seen here as the Apostle Paul sets the record straight for
Church leaders, all believers are established in Christ, are anointed of God and are sealed
by the Holy Spirit. Church leaders should not and do not have dominion over the believ-
er’s faith; they are instead, to be helpers of their joy.

Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is
God, Who, hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirif in our
hearts. Moreover, I call God for a record upon my soul, that to spare you
I came not as, yet unto Corinth. Not for that we have dominion over your
faith but are helpers of your joy: for by faith ye stand.” (2 Cor. 1:21-24)
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Chaptef Six

CATHOLIC OR CHRISTIAN
AND THE GOSPEL COMPARISON

B iblical Gospel—Scripture: King James Version
Catholicism’s Gospel —Catechism of the Catholic Church © 1994

“The Epistle of Ignatius to the Smyrnaeans” —first written mention of the
Catholic Church. ¥’

“Chapter 8. Let nothing be done without the bishop”

“See that you all follow the bishop, even as Jesus Christ does the Father—
Let no man do anything connected with the Church without the bishop. Let
that be deemed a proper Eucharist, which is [administered] either by the
bishop, or by one to whom he has entrusted it. Wherever the bishop shall
appear, there let the multitude [of the people] also be; even as wherever
Jesus Christ 1s, there is the Catholic Church.” —New Advent

“The combination ‘the Catholic Church’ (he katholike ekklesia) is found
for the first time in the letter of St. Ignatius to the Smyrnaeans [8:1-2]
written about the year [AD] 110. ... 23) ‘Now it [the Church] is called
Catholic because it is throughout the world ... But the real strength of
the argument lies in the patristic evidence.”” —New Advent, The Catholic

Encyclopedia

The first written evidence of an entity or group called “Christians” is found in Scripture.
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When they heard these things, they ... glorified God, saying, Then, hath
God also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life. Now they which
were scattered abroad upon the persecution that arose about Stephen
travelled as far as Phenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the
word to ... the Jews only. And some of them were men of Cyprus and
Cyrene, which, when they were come to Antioch, spake unto the Grecians,
preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand of the Lord was with them: and
a great number believed and turned unto the Lord. Then tidings of these
things came unto the ears of the church which was in Jerusalem: and they
sent forth Barnabas, that he should go as far as Antioch. Who, when he
came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them all,
that with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord, For he was a
good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith: and much people was
added unto the Lord.

Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul (Paul): And when
he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass,
that a whole year they assembled themselves with the church and taught
much people. And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.
(Acts 11:18-26)

The following sermon is found at “Regina Prophetarum, Traditional Sermons
for Traditional Catholics.” It was given two weeks after Easter on April 26, 2020,
35:24 minutes.

“To Whose Voice Shall We Open Up Our Souls to Lead Us?”

The Catholic sermon begins by mentioning Alex Jones, a radio talk show
host, and Jim Jones the leader of a cult at Jonestown in 1978 and how
they both used fear to impress and gather followers. Mention is also
made of today’s health pandemic, COVID-19. Here are excerpts from a
“Summary” of the message.

“About all that is going on today, it is hard to be certain. It is messy. It
is confused ... and perplexing at times. We must be patient. There is,
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however, something we can be very certain about. It is our faith and how
it works. Faith is based on authority from above. It is founded on God ...
because He said so. It is faith that keeps the antichrist at bay and wards
off all the evils in the world. It is faith that tells us that the devil and all
his minions cannot do anything without God’s permission.

“Let us not give way to some ... over, simplification or allowing the sophist-
like-media be our shepherds, men whose tongue is their strength but have
no license from God to speak. Instead, let’s ... (use) solid philosophical
principles of truth and causality ... Let us not lose sight that there are two
eternities ...one up and one down, and we must be led in either direction.
Whose voice, therefore, are you opening-up soul to hear? Only one voice
has connections to the keys of the kingdom of heaven.” (emphasis added)
— Accessed 4/27/2020.

http://reginaprophetarum.org/audio/20200426-To-Whose- Voice-Shall-
We-Open-Up-Our-Souls-to-Lead-us.mp3.

As you read the Comparison you can quickly confirm the Catechism quotes by
searching for, CCC and the number.

THE COMPARISON

1. (Catholicism)
Jesus “Opened” The Door to Heaven.

By His death and resurrection, Jesus Christ has “opened” Heaven to us ... He makes
partners in his heavenly glorification those who have believed in him and remained
faithful to his will. Heaven is the blessed community of all who are perfectly incorpo-
rated into Christ (CCC-1026). (emphasis added)

“Extra Ecclesiam nulla salus” — ‘outside the Church there is no salvation”
“Irenaeus (died A.D. 202) wrote: ‘One should not seek among others
the truth that can be easily gotten from the Church. For in her, as in
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a rich treasury, the apostles have placed all that pertains to truth, so
that everyone can drink this beverage of life. She is the door of life.””
(emphasis added) (St. Irenaeus of Lyons. Against Heresies, 111. 4). —

Orthodox Church Quotes

1. (Biblical)
Jesus “IS”’ The Door to and of Heaven!

Baptism is described as a door by the Catholic Church (CCC-846). Jesus describes
himself as the Door to heaven.

God’s Son Jesus confirms his status as our Saviour.

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the
sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a
robber ... Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep—1 am
the door: if any man, enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out,
and find pasture—I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his
life for the sheep—My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they
follow me: And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish,
neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which gave
them me, is greater than all; and no man is able, to pluck them out of my
Father’s hand. (John 10:1, 7-11, 14-18, 27-29)

Apostle Paul writes about Jesus our Great Shepherd.

Now the God of peace, that brought again *from the dead our Lord Jesus,
that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting
covenant, Make, you perfect in every good work to do his will, working
in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to
whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. (Heb. 13:20-21)

Apostle Peter refers to Jesus as our Savior.
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To them that have obtained like precious faith with us through the
righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ: Grace and peace
be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our
Lord, according as his divine power hath given unto us all things that
pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath
called us to glory and virtue: Whereby are given unto us exceeding great
and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.
(2 Pet. 1:1-4)

2. (Catholicism)
Church--Foundation—-Salvation

The *Church is apostolic ... built on a lasting |
foundation: “the twelve apostles of the Lamb” (Rev ||
21:14) ... indestructible (cf. Mt 16:18) ... upheld |

and the other apostles, who are present in their suc-
cessors, the Pope and the college of bishops (CCC- g
869). (emphasis added) {4

The Lord made St. Peter the visible foundation || &
of his *Church. He entrusted the keys of the Church | %@
to him. (CCC-936). (emphasis added)

[The *Church] Has Received The *keys of the ‘
Kingdom of heaven so that in Her, sins may be forgiven through Christ’s blood and the
Holy Spirit’s action. In this *Church, the soul dead through sin comes back to life in
order to live with Christ, whose grace has saved us {526 St Augustine, Sermo 214, 11:
PL 38, 1071-1072} (CCC-981). (emphasis added)
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The Pope enjoys, by divine institution, “supreme, full, immediate, and universal
power in the care of souls (CCC-937). (emphasis added)

Inside the Vatican Magazine—Since 1993.
A letter received by Gary Westgerdes multiple times.

Spring 2013
“Dear Friend in Christ,*

“The Pope is the most important man in the world, without question!
He’s far more important than any other religious figure, or any president,
prime minister, king, billionaire, CEO, writer, artist, scientist, inventor,
or celebrity we could ever name.

“No one on earth even comes close to the Holy Father in importance. He
carries on His shoulders the spiritual welfare of 1.3 billion Catholics,
plus that of countless non-Catholics who admire him. Billions of people
respect his words. Hundreds of millions pray for him. His actions guide
the world’s greatest body of believers and affect the course of world
history.” —Robert B. Moynihan, PH.D.

Check out also a secular view of the Pontiff’s importance.

“Why is the Pope so important?” — Yann Peze, Quora, August 28, 2018

“Here are 10 official titles of Pope Francis and their meaning.

“.

et

Pope: Ttalian for papa. First used in the 6th century. Describes the Pope as the
Churches father hence, the Holy Father.

Pontifex Maximus: Pons, Latin for bridge. Denoting a “bridge builder.”
Summus Pontifex: Refers to the Churches highest priest.

Pontiff: From pontifex. Also referring to the highest priest, leading to such titles
as “supreme pontiff or the Roman pontiff.”
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S. Servant of the Servants of God: “Adopted by St. Gregory the Great in 602.” It
represents “the pope’s role as a servant to the people of God” as he imitates
Jesus Christ.

6. Vicar of Christ: Added in the 5th century “by St. Leo the Great” reminding
faithful Catholics about “the pope’s role as an earthly representative whom
Jesus appoints to shepherd his flock.”

7. Sovereign of the Vatican City State: Give recognition to the Pope as “leader of
the Vatican City State.”

8. Bishop of Rome: Used since St. Peter “for his role as the local bishop of the
city of Rome.”

9. Primate of Italy: Historically, each region of governing of the Church has a “pri-
mate,” referring to “the first or primary leader of the Church in that specific area.”

10. His Holiness: A title which is commonly used “when addressing the pope,” but
it is used also to address “other religious leaders in the English language.”

The Second Vatican Council’s Decree on Ecumenism explains: “For it is through
Christ’s *Catholic Church alone which is the universal help toward salvation, that the
fullness of the means of salvation can be obtained. It was to the apostolic college alone
of which Peter is the head, that we believe that our Lord entrusted all the blessings of
the New Covenant, in order to establish on earth, the one body of Christ into which all
those should be fully incorporated who belong in any way to the people of God (CCC-
816). (emphasis added)

Scrolling down you will see a book by Trent Horn titled, Why We’re
Catholic: Our Reasons. '

Book description: “Why —(God) inspired a holy book and founded an
infallible Church—7?”

To reunite all his children, scattered and led astray by sin, the Father willed to call
the whole of humanity together into his Son’s Church. The *Church is the place where
humanity must rediscover its unity and salvation. The Church is “the world reconciled.”

... she is prefigured by Noah'’s ark, which alone saves from the flood. {334 St. Augustine,
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Serm. 96,7, 9: PL 38, 588; St. Ambrose, De virg. 18, 118: PL 16, 297; cf. already I Pet
3:20-21} (CCC-845). (emphasis added)

“Outside the *Church there is no salvation.” ... Re-formulated positively, it means
that all salvation comes from Christ the Head through the Church which is his Body:
Basing itself on scripture and tradition the Council teaches that the *Church ... is nec-
essary for salvation ... which men enter through *Baptism as through a door ... Hence,
they could not be saved who, knowing that the *Catholic Church was founded as neces-
sary by God through Christ, would refuse either to enter it or to remain in it (CCC-846).
(emphasis added)

“What is Absolutely Necessary?” +
“Q. What is absolutely necessary for me to be saved? Teresa, via email

“A. In Hebrews 11:6 we read what seems to be a minimal answer: ‘For
anyone who approaches God must believe that he exists and that he
rewards those who seek him.’

“The Church teaches that outside the Church there is no salvation ... It
does mean, first, that salvation is available only through Jesus Christ. It
means further that wherever the grace of Christ operates, it always works
in His mystical body, the Church.

“Non-Catholic entities can be a means of salvation because what they
teach is Catholic truth. However, to have access to the fullness of grace
... one must be a member of ‘the one true Church, the Catholic Church.’

“‘Even if one is fully incorporated into the Church and accepts all her
teachings and her guidance, that does not guarantee salvation ... one who
does not ... persevere in charity [in love and service of the Lord Jesus
Christ] is not saved.”” —Catholic Answers

2. (Biblical)
Jesus—Foundation—-Salvation
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Prophet Isaiah writes about his personal relationship with God, the LORD Jehovah.

Behold, God is my salvation; 1 will trust, and not be afraid: for the LORD
Jehovah is my strength and my song; he also is become my salvation.
(Isa. 12:2)

Jesus calls us to be servants.

Be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye
are brethren. And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your
Father, which is in heaven ... But he that is greatest among you shall be
your servant. (Matt. 23:8-9, 11)

According to the grace of God, which is given unto me, as a wise master
builder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let
every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. For other foundation can
no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ ... let no man Glory in
Men. (1 Cor. 3:10-11,21)

Be faithful to Jesus as Jesus was to God the Father.

Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the
Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus, who was faithful
to him that appointed him. (Heb. 3:1-2)

Jesus asked, and Peter answered correctly.

Whom say ye that I am? And Simon Peter answered ... *Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living God ... Jesus answered ... Blessed art thou,
Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my
Father which is in heaven. And I say also unto thee, That, thou art Peter,
and *upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell, shall not
prevail against it. And I will give unto thee the *keys of the kingdom of
heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven:
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and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Then
charged he his disciples that they should tell no man that he was *Jesus
the Christ. From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples,
how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and *suffer many thigs of the elders
and chief priests and scribes, and be *killed, and be *raised again the
third day. (Matt. 16:15-21)

The Rock of the Church is clearly Jesus, why would a sinful man who could not pos-
sibly die for our sins be the Rock of the Church?
Peter preached boldly about the peace we have in Christ.

Preaching peace by Jesus Christ ... whom they *slew and hanged on a
tree: Him God *raised up the third day and shewed him openly ... even
to us, who did eat and drink with him after he *rose from the dead. And
he commanded us ... to testify that it is he which was ordained of God
to be the judge of quick and dead. To him give all the prophets witness ...
through his name whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of
sins. (Acts 10:36, 39-43)

Paul preached boldly the Gospel he received from Jesus.

Brethren, I declare unto you the *gospel—Christ *died for our sins
according to the scriptures, that he was *buried, and that he *rose again the
third day according to the scriptures: and that he was seen. (1 Cor. 15:1-5)

Jesus taught boldly about himself, the Christ, in all the scriptures.

O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken:
Ought not Christ to have *suffered these things, and to enter, into his
glory? And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto
them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself. (Luke 24:25-27)

Jesus used the Scripture because God had set it up from the foundations of the earth.
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Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. (Rom. 10:17)

Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the
word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. For all flesh is as grass,
and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and
the flower thereof falleth away: But the word of the Lord endureth for

ever. And this is the word which by the *gospel is preached unto you. (1
Pet. 1:23-25)

One day we will be living together with Jesus.

For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our
Lord Jesus Christ, who *died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we
should live together with him. (1 Thess. 5:9-10)

Believers living with Jesus

Are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time. (1 Pet. 1:5)

I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude ... stood before the throne and before
the Lamb, clothed with white robes ... And cried with a loud voice, saying,
Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne and unto the Lamb.
(Rev. 7:9-10)

Isaiah’s description of the Messiah, and what the Messiah has accomplished.

Who hath believed our report? ... He (Jesus) hath no form nor comeliness;
and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.
He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows and acquainted with
grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; He was despised, and
we esteemed him not. Surely, he hath borne our griefs, and carried our
sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But
he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities:
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the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are
healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone to
his own way; and The LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. He
was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: He is
brought as a Lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers
is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. He was taken from prison and
from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? For he was cut off
out of the land of the living: For the transgression of my people was he
stricken. And he made his *grave with the wicked, and with the rich in
his *death; because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in
his mouth. Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him, he hath put him to grief,
when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he
shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his
hand. He shall see of the travail of his soul and shall be satisfied: by his
knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their
iniquities. Therefore, will I divide him a portion with the great, and he
shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul
unto *death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the
sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. (Isa. 53:1-12)

3. (Catholicism)
Sacraments — Efficacious Signs — Visible

The *Church in this world is the *sacrament of salvation, the sign, and the instrument
of the communion of God and men (CCC-780). (emphasis added)

“The Riches of Christ are communicated to all the members through the *sacraments.”
{478 St. Thomas Aquinas, Symb., 10} (CCC-947). (emphasis added)

The saving work ...is revealed and active in the *Church’s sacraments ... The seven
sacraments are the signs and instruments by which the Holy Spirit spreads the grace of
Christ (CCC-774). (emphasis added)
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The Church affirms that for believers the *sacraments of the New Covenant are nec-
essary for salvation (CCC-1129). (emphasis added)

“Gateways to God: Celebrating the Sacraments” *

“Sacraments work as gateways that lead us to encounters with God ...
Jesus described Himself as the gate to salvation and eternal life. And the

Church is the gateway to the kingdom of God and the sacraments, the

seven gateways to life—giving grace. (emphasis added)

“Approach the seven sacraments of the Church as gateways to divine life
... receive them with expectant faith ... let them strengthen ... for daily
Christian living.” —Priest Robert J. Hater PhD., Catholic Answers

The *Sacraments are efficacious signs of grace, instituted by Christ and entrusted
to the Church, by which divine life is dispensed to us (CCC-1131). (emphases added)

3. (Biblical)

Faith—Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have Believed

Paul did not believe in Sacraments.
We walk by faith, not by sight. (2 Cor. 5:7)

Apostle John wrote that Moses gave us the law, but we have received from Jesus,
grace, and truth.

The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us ... full of grace and truth
... and of his fullness have all we received, and grace for grace. For the

law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. (John
1:14,16-17)

Many have heard God’s word, however, only those who mix the word with faith will
enter God’s rest.
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And Moses verily was faithful in all his house, as a servant, for a testimony
of those things which were to be spoken after; But Christ as a son over
his own house; whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and
the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end ... And to whom sware he that
they should not enter, into his rest, but to them that believed not? So, we
see that they could not enter in because of unbelief.” Let us therefore fear,
lest, a promise being left us of entering, into his rest, any of you should
seem to come short of it. For unto us was the *gospel preached, as well
as unto them: but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed
with faith in them that heard it. For we which have believed do enter, into
rest. (Heb. 3:5-6, 18-19; 4:1-3)

The Sacraments and Church attendance can be faithfully accomplished daily, but
according to Catholic teaching, they still do not offer assurance or a guarantee of ever-
lasting life.

True Salvation, like the prodigal son admits, is undeserved. However, with God’s
Word and a childlike faith, the sinner may come boldly to God’s throne of grace and
receive God’s gift of eternal life.

He (the LORD) giveth grace unto the lowly. (Prov. 3:34)

God wants no one to perish. Plainly and specifically, he states that the sinner must
seek God to find him. From the worst sinner—the apostle Paul, to who we think is the

least sinner and to us, each of us needs Jesus.

Verily I say unto you, except, ye be converted, and become as little children,
ye shall not enter-into the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever, therefore, shall
humble himself as this /ittle child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of
heaven. (Matt. 18:3-4)

No religious laws or rules, just Jesus’s command to love, forgive, and hate evil/false-

hood. These acts are defined as Godliness.
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And you ... who were dead in trespasses and sins ... and were by nature
the children of wrath, even as others. But God ... rich in mercy ... hath
quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) and hath raised
us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus
... For by grace are ye saved through faith ... not of yourselves: it is the
gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast. (Eph. 2:1, 3-9)

For the Scripture saith, whosoever, believeth on him shall not be ashamed.
For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same
Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. For, whosoever shall call
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. (Rom. 10:11-13)

4. (Catholicism)
Merit— Graces for Sanctification and Eternal Life

The initiative belongs to God ... no one can merit the initial grace of forgiveness and
justification, at the beginning of conversion. Moved by the Holy Spirit and by charity,
we can *merit for ourselves and for others the graces needed for our sanctification, for
the increase of grace and charity, and for the attainment of eternal life (CCC-2010).
(emphasis added)

4. (Biblical)
Meriting Righteousness and the Uselessness of Religious Acts

But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy
rags. (Isa. 64:6)

Paul warns to beware and keep your focus on Christ.

Beware of dogs, beware, of evil workers, beware of the concision. For
we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in
Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh ... not having mine own
righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of
Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith. (Phil. 3:2-3, 9)
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Hell-bound sinners of Satan may, through faith in Jesus Christ, be overcomers.

He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the
beginning. For this purpose, the Son of God was manifested, that he
might destroy the works of the devil ... For whatsoever is born of God
overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world,
even our faith. (1 John 3:8; 5:4)

Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a
righteous branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute
judgment and justice in the earth. In his days Judah shall be saved, and
Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name, whereby he shall be called,
THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. (Jer. 23:5-6)

Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness,
and sanctification, and redemption: That according as it is written, he that
glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. (1 Cor. 1:30-31)

5. (Catholicism)
Baptism—-Bath of Rebirth (CCC-1216).

Justification ... merited for us by the Passion of Christ ... granted us through
*Baptism ... its goal the glory of God and of Christ, and the gift of eternal life (CCC-
2020). (emphasis added)

*Baptism is birth into the new life in Christ ... it is necessary for salvation, as is the
*Church herself, which we enter by Baptism (CCC-1277). (emphasis added)

Our Lord tied forgiveness of sins to faith and Baptism ... {519 Mk. 16:15-16}
Baptism is the first and chief sacrament of forgiveness of sins because it unites us with

Christ, who died for our sins and rose for our justification (CCC-977). (emphasis added)
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The Lord Himself affirms that Baptism is necessary for salvation ... the Church

does not know of any means other than Baptism that assures entry into eternal beatitude
(CCC-1257). (emphasis added)

It is by faith in the Gospel and Baptism {17 Cf. Acts 2:38} that one renounces evil
and gains salvation that is the forgiveness of all sins and the gift of new life (CCC-1427).
(emphasis added)

“No Guarantees: Why Parents Must Pray like St. Monica”

“In previous columns, I have written about the human need for ritual,
(emphasis added) and the responsibility of parents to provide it to help
feed the gift of faith in their children. While nothing can relieve us from
that responsibility, we must recognize that even parents who asked the
Church for the gift for their child cannot, in the end, force that child to
embrace that gift. If they could, it wouldn’t be a gift, after all.” —Scotz P.
Richert, The Countermarch/Our Sunday Visitor

“Baptism indeed is the seal of eternal life” (CCC-1274). (emphasis added)

Children also have need of the new birth in Baptism to be freed from the power of
darkness and brought into the realm of the freedom of the children of God ... the grace
of salvation is particularly manifest in infant Baptism. The Church and the parents would
deny a child the priceless grace of becoming a child of God were they not to confer
Baptism shortly after birth (CCC-1250).

“Why Is Acts 8:37 Omitted from Many Bible Translations?” 4
“Question: Why isn’t Acts 8:37, “If thou, believes with all thine heart, thou
mayest,” included in many Catholic Bible translations? My non-Catholic
friend says the Church omitted this verse in an, effort to cover up the truth
that baptism is not necessary for salvation.

“Answer: Acts 8:37 is not included in many Bible translations because it
is not found in the oldest and best translations of Acts. There is no attempt
to cover it up, as you can find it (with an explanation) in the footnotes of
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most Bibles. In fact, the Catholic Douay-Rheims New Testament includes
Acts 8:37.

“The Haydock Bible Commentary explains the meaning of ‘If thou, believes’ in this way:

But infants are baptized in the faith of the Church. Their sponsors, who
receive them from the font, answer for them. And as the defilement was
not personal, but that of others, so are they purified by the faith of others.”
(emphasis added) —Peggy Frye, Catholic Answers Q&A

Children who have died without Baptism, the liturgy of the Church invites us to trust
in God’s mercy and pray for their salvation (CCC-1283). (emphasis added)

“Since Christ died for all, and since all men are in fact called to one and the same
destiny, which is divine, we must hold that the Holy Spirit offers to all the possibility
of being partakers, in a way known to God, of the Paschal Mystery. Every man who is
ignorant of the Gospel of Christ and of His Church but seeks the truth and does the will
of God in accordance with his understanding of it, can be saved. It may be supposed

that such persons would have desired baptism explicitly if they had known its necessity
(CCC-1260). (emphasis added)

“If Non-Catholics Can Be Saved, Why Evangelize? It’s Complicated”
“St. Thomas Aquinas further stipulated that ‘baptism of desire’ need not
be explicit; one ‘receives the forgiveness of sins before Baptism in so far
as he has Baptism of desire, explicitly or implicitly’ (ST III, 69, 4).

“In other words, it is possible to receive salvation in Christ not only without
baptism itself, but even without an explicit desire for baptism per se, but
having only a broader or more general desire that in some way implies
or includes desire for baptism, or for that to which baptism gives access.”

—Steven D. Greydanus, National Catholic Register

“Can Non—Christians Be Saved?” ¥
“The Catholic Church has consistently affirmed that Jesus alone is Savior
of mankind. (emphasis added)
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“A more complex question is: How are we saved by Jesus Christ?

“Imagine the way to heaven to be like a railroad train: You could get to
the destination riding in a boxcar or clinging to the sides of the train, or
by riding in the first class, coach in the front. Some Christians hold that
only those in first class are saved. They are people who explicitly believe
in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.

“The word of God gives us hope that those who respond to the grace of
Christ may be saved, even if they do not know him explicitly. Matthew,
chapter 25 ... In this passage, God judges ‘the nations’ strictly by the
criterion of charity. Faith in Christ is not mentioned in Matthew 25,
possibly because ... (it was) assumed ... On the other hand, if we presume
... we must conclude that the ultimate requirement for salvation is not
faith, but charity. This would illumine the teaching of ... James that faith
without works of love is dead and useless.” (emphasis added) —Alan
Schreck, Catholic & Christian

5. (Biblical)
Baptism: A Testimony of Rebirth

Apostle Peter is clear that water baptism comes after salvation and the baptism of the
Holy Spirit. Baptism by immersion is a testimony of the believer, of their new spiritual
birth in Christ.

Peter, who shall tell thee, words, whereby thou and all thy house shall be
saved. And as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at
the beginning. Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how that he said,
John indeed baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy
Ghost. Forasmuch then as God gave them the like gift as he did unto us,
who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ; what was I, that I could withstand
God? When they heard these things, they held their peace, and glorified
God saying, Then, hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto
life. (Acts 11:13-18)
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Faith is not a gift. As mentioned earlier in the above article “No Guarantees,” the
Catholic Church may be purposefully trying to confuse the so-called “gift of faith” with
the gift of free will. Faith is nurtured by God through his creation and his Word, until it
produces fruit unto everlasting life, by a free-will choice. I did a count with the KJV in
regard to the last Catholic article; the word faith appears thirteen times in the Gospel of
Matthew, whereas faithless appears only one time.

The invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen,
being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and
Godhead; so that they are without excuse. (Rom. 1:20)

For when the Gentiles ... which shew the work of the law in their hearts,
their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while

accusing or else excusing one another. (Rom. 2:14-15)

God gave Adam and Eve a choice; they chose to eat the fruit from the tree which
would give them, like God, the knowledge of good and evil. This knowledge was then
passed on to their children and to all of mankind, which includes us.

And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us (The
Trinity), to know good and evil ... Therefore, the LORD God sent him
forth from the garden of Eden ... he drove out the man; and he placed ...
Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way
of the tree of life. (Gen. 3:22-24)

Paul: I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.
(1 Cor. 3:6)

I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall
judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; Preach
the word ... (Westgerdes: skip the rituals!) do the work of an evangelist.”
(2 Tim. 4:1-2, 5)

94



Catholic Or Christian And The Gospel Comparison

Man is also required to work for his faith, he must receive and search the scriptures
(Acts 17:11). They must also search for God to find him (see Jer. 29:13 and Matt. 7:7).
Apostle Paul is clear; baptism is not a requirement for salvation.

For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the *gospel: Not with
wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none, effect.
(1 Cor. 1:17)

For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet, have ye not
many fathers: For in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel.
(1 Cor. 4:15)

Call no man your father upon earth: for one is your Father, which is in
heaven. (Matt. 23:9)

Even though Paul may be their father through the Gospel, Jesus’s instruction is clear:
No man or spiritual leader should be called Father.

Do not err, my beloved brethren. every good gift, and every perfect gift, is
from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no
variableness, neither shadow of turning. Of his own will begat he us with
the word of truth, that we should be a kind of first fruits of his creatures

... receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your
souls. (James 1:16-18, 21)

Nicodemus (a Pharisee which came to Jesus by night and asked) ... How
can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter the second time into
his mother’s womb and be born? Jesus ... Verily, verily, I say unto thee,
Except, a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter, into the
kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which
is born of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I said unto thee, ye must be
born again. The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound
thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is
every one that is born of the Spirit. (John 3:1,4-8)
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The above phrase “born of water” is often referred to as water baptism. Another view
is that this is referring to a child’s physical birth in which the water sack is burst at birth.
This seems to be the case since in the next sentence Jesus mentions “that which is born
of flesh is flesh.”

6. (Catholicism)
Penance: Reconciliation with God and the Church

The communion of the Holy Spirit in the Church restores to the baptized the divine
likeness lost through sin (CCC-734).

“If the Church has the power to forgive sins, then *Baptism cannot be her only means
of using, the *keys of the Kingdom of heaven received from Jesus Christ” (CCC-979).
(emphasis added)

It is through the *sacrament of Penance that the baptized can be reconciled with God
and with the Church: ... This sacrament of Penance is necessary for salvation for those
who have fallen after baptism, just as Baptism is necessary for salvation for those who
have not yet, been reborn” (CCC-980). (emphasis added)

Converting to Christ through *penance and *faith, the sinner passes from death to
life (CCC-1470). (emphasis added)

“Obsolete sacrament?”” **

“Been to confession lately?... According to the Center for Applied Research
in the Apostolate at Georgetown University, a full 75 percent of Catholics
in the United States say they go to confession less than once a year or
never.” Just 2 percent say they go “once a month or more.” —FEditorial,
Our Sunday Visitor, 2011

“Survey: Only 24% of Catholic Women Attend Mass Weekly” #
“At least 70% of Catholic women objectively disobey the Church’s
teaching on Confession.” —Michael W. Chapman, CNSNews, 2018

“Individual, integral confession and absolution remain the only ordinary way for
the faithful to reconcile themselves with God and the Church, unless physical or moral
impossibility excuses from this kind of confession” (CCC-1484). (emphasis added)
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“Only priests who have received the faculty of absolving from the authority of the
Church can forgive sins in the name of Christ” (CCC-1495). (emphasis added)

“My favorite stories are those of conversions. It is unbelievable the number
of people I meet, who, after seeing the statue and hearing the message of
Fatima, are moved to go to confession after many years. There are always
long lines in our parish visitations.” — Patrick Sabat, Program Director,

Fatima Tour for Peace

6. (Biblical)
Sin and Reconciliation through Faith in Christ

Westgerdes: As a child growing up in the Catholic Church we were required, whether
by our parents or the Church or both to go to confession once a month. This was not a
joyous time but, boring. You had to think of something you did wrong, confess it, and
then the Priest, who sounded just as bored as we were, said, “Say five Our Fathers and
five Hail Mary’s” and then we would go back and sit or kneel and pray and reflect for a
time. Ugh! However, I do remember there were two times, maybe three, where the Holy
Spirit was really convicting me of a certain sin, and when I confessed it during one of my
monthly trips to Confession, the joy of the Lord flooded my soul and heart with assured
forgiveness. I was just as joyous as I was when I had trusted in Christ at age seven. This
was not a result of the Sacrament of Penance but of my faith that God could and would
forgive me of my sin.

Only God can forgive sin is attested to by the Jewish leaders and in an indirect way
by the Catholic Priesthood since they claim to be doing so in Christ place. Without this
self-proclaimed power they would have no power to do so. Which they do not. Jesus’s
pronouncements of forgiveness were valid because he, is God, one with the Father.

When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins
be, forgiven thee. But there were certain of the scribes sitting there, and
reasoning in their hearts, Why, doth this man thus, speak blasphemies?
Who can forgive sins but God only? (Mark 2:5-7)
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And Jesus answered and said unto them, take heed that no man, deceive
you. For many shall come in my name, saying, | am Christ; and shall
deceive many. (Matt. 24:4-5)

The Roman Catholic Church is not ashamed of what they teach or of who they declare
themselves to be. Even the Scriptures, God’s own words, do not deter them.

“Lumen Gentium—Chapter III—The Church is Hierarchical” *

“20. ... with priests and deacons as helpers, [11] the bishops received the
charge of the community, presiding in God’s stead over the flock, [12] ...
Moreover, just as the office which the Lord confided to Peter alone ... is
a permanent one, so also endures the office, which the apostles received,
of shepherding the Church and ... [14] The sacred synod consequently
teaches that the bishops have by divine institution taken the place of the
apostles as pastors of the Church, [15] in such wise that whoever listens
to them is listening to Christ and whoever despises them despises Christ
and him who sent Christ (cf. Lk. 10:16).[16]” (emphasis added) —QOur
Lady’s Warriors

They who hear God’s word and walk in it, shall be blessed.

Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the LORD ...
Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed thereto
according thy word. (Ps. 119:1,9)

Therefore, being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ: By whom also we have access by faith into this grace
wherein we stand and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. (Rom. 3:9, 17,
19-20, 5:1-2)

Catholics believe they have access to God’s grace through the sacraments. Paul, as
we just read, states that believers have access to God’s grace by faith.
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For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also
forgive you. (Matt. 6:14)

Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful. (Luke 6:36)
It is not Mary or the saints, but it is God only who knows the hearts of men.

Then hear thou in heaven thy dwelling place, and forgive, and do, and give
to every man according to his ways, whose heart thou knowest; (for thou,
even thou only, knowest the hearts of all the children of men;). (1 Ki. 8:39)

God does not forsake anyone; Jesus died for the sins of the world, those who would
believe and those who would not.

Thou art a God ready to pardon, gracious and merciful slow to anger, and
of great kindness. (Neh. 9:17)

Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he
is near: Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts: and let him refurn unto the LORD, and he will have mercy
upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. (Isa. 55:6,7)

7. (Catholicism)
Confirmation: Gift of the Holy Spirit

One should receive the sacrament of *Penance in order to be cleansed for the gift of
the Holy Spirit (CCC-1310). (emphasis added)

“The faithful are obliged to receive this Sacrament at the appropriate time” for without
*Confirmation and *Eucharist ... Christian initiation remains incomplete (CCC-1306).
(emphasis added)

The sacrament of Confirmation is the full outpouring of The Holy Spirit as once
granted to the apostles on the day of Pentecost (CCC-1302). (emphasis added)

Confirmation brings an increase and deepening of baptismal grace (CCC-1303).
(emphasis added)
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*Confirmation, like *Baptism, imprints a spiritual mark or indelible character on the

Christian’s soul; for this reason, one can receive this sacrament only once in one’s life
(CCC-1317). (emphasis added)

7. (Biblical)
Holy Spirit Baptism and Sealing— At the Moment of Saving Faith

And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find;
knock, and it shall be opened unto you. For everyone that asketh receiveth;
and he that seeketh findeth, and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.
If a son shall ask of bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him
a stone? Or ... for a fish give him a serpent? Or ... an egg, will he offer
him a scorpion? If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto
your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy
Spirit to them that ask him? (Luke 11:9-13)

Through the power of the Holy Spirit we become witnesses to spread the message of
the Cross, the gospel of Jesus death, burial, and resurrection.

But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you:
and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea,
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. (Acts 1:8)

And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one
accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of
a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.
And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat
upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and
began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. And
there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation
under heaven. Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came
together, and were confounded, because that every man heard them speak
in his own language. (Acts 2:1-6)
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A false doctrine and gospel concerning the Gentiles (non-Jews) is creeping into the
Church and must be dealt with now.

There rose-up certain of the sect of the Pharisees which believed, saying,
That, it was needful to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the
law of Moses. And the apostles and elders came together for to consider
of this matter. And when there had been much disputing, Peter rose up,
and said unto them, Men and brethren, ye know how that a good while
ago God made choice among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth should
hear the word of the *gospel, and believe. And God, which knoweth the
hearts, bare them witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, even as he did unto
us; And put no difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by
faith. Now therefore, why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the neck of
the disciples, which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear? But we
believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved,
even as they. (Acts 15:5-11)

The Gospel had been secured and defended; nothing was added to it. Jesus does the
saving, and believers do the believing. The believing trust, that Jesus the Savior, does
the saving.

We glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience;
and patience, experience; and experience, hope: And hope maketh not
ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy
Ghost which is given unto us ... For the kingdom of God is not meat and
drink (Westgerdes: could this apply to the Eucharist/Mass just as easily as
our daily food?); but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost
... Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that
ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost. (Rom.
5:3-5; 14:17; 15:13)

The above passage reminded me of one of my favorite hymns—Blessed Assurance!

“Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine,

101



We Agree! The Tomb Is Open—But What Comes Next? COMPARE The 2 Most Prominent Gospels in CHRISTENDOM

O what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood

“This is my story, this is my song,
Praising my Savior all-the-day long. (repeat)

“Perfect submission, all is at rest,

I'in my Savior am happy and blest,
Watching and waiting, looking above,
Filled with His goodness, lost in His love

“This is my story, this is my song,
Praising my Savior all-the-day long. (repeat)” —Fanny Crosby, 1873

Something that we can agree on with Catholics is that what we believe should be
verifiable in writing. The great difference with Catholics is that they hold man’s words
(traditions) as equal with God’s written words. Christians use only the Bible God’s,
written Word.

As Catholics have stated, if you have any questions about Catholicism, you can
resolve all doubts or controversy by checking the Catechism. Christians have God’s
Word and the Holy Spirit.

For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which
is in him? Even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of
God. Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit
which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to
us of God. Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s
wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth, comparing spiritual
things with spiritual. (1 Cor. 2:11-13; see also 2 Tim. 1:13-14; Titus 3:5)

And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because, the Spirit is truth. For
there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the
Holy Ghost: and these three are one. (1 John 5:6, 7)
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8. (Catholicism)
Initiation: Three Sacraments Make Us ‘“Holy and Without Blemish”

Christian Initiation is accomplished by three sacraments ... *Baptism ... the begin-
ning of new life; *Confirmation ... it’s strengthening ... the *Eucharist which nourishes
the disciple with Christ’s Body and Blood for his transformation in Christ (CCC-1275).
(emphasis added)

Conversion to Christ, the new birth of Baptism, the gift of the Holy Spirit and the
Body and Blood of Christ received as food have made us “holy and without blemish”
(CCC-1426). (emphasis added)

The holy Eucharist completes Christian initi-
ation. Those who have been raised to the dignity
of the royal priesthood by Baptism and config-
ured more deeply to Christ in Confirmation par-
ticipate with the whole community in the Lord’s
own sacrifice by means of the Eucharist (CCC- |
1322). (emphasis added) ]

8. (Biblical)
Welcome to the family through repentance,
faith in Christ, and the baptism of the Holy Spirit

Ye were not redeemed with corruptible things ... but with the precious
blood of Christ ... Unto you therefore which believe he is precious. (1
Pet. 1:18-19; 2:7)

Now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the
blood of Christ ... by the cross ... For through him we both have access
by one Spirit unto the Father. (Eph. 2:13, 16, 18)

Paul instructs the saints in Corinth that the Church/Believers no longer know Christ

after the flesh thus nullifying the teaching and supposed Mystery of the Eucharist, this
is supported by what Jesus taught in John 6:62—63.
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Christ ... *died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live
unto themselves, but unto him which *died for them, and *rose again.
Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have
known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know, we him no more.
Therefore, if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature ... We then, as
workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace
of God in vain. (For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and
in the day of salvation have I succored thee: behold, now is the accepted
time; behold, now is the day of salvation.) (2 Cor. 5:14-17; 6:1-2)

Paul points out that believers in Jesus Christ, who are reading or hearing this epistle,
are fellow citizens with the saints in heaven.

Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens
with the saints, and of the household of God; And are built upon the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being, the
chief corner stone. (Eph. 2:19-20)

Paul called Jesus Christ the chief corner stone, Peter referred to Jesus as the Christ,
and Jesus said, “upon this Rock I will build my church.” Jesus is the Christ, the Savior
of the world, the Rock and Chief Corner Stone. The apostles and prophets inspired by
the Holy Spirit gave us God’s word, they believed and served Jesus and are the founda-
tion built upon Jesus. Those who believed the message of the apostles and prophets are
built upon the apostles and prophets. Simple and obviously, Jesus was referring to Peter’s
statement of faith that Jesus is the Christ means Jesus is the Rock.

But whom, say ye that I am? ... Peter answered ... Thou art the Christ,
the Son of the living God ... and upon this ROCK 1 will build my church;
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give unto thee
the *keys of the kingdom of heaven ... From that time forth began Jesus
to shew unto his disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer
many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be *killed, and
be *raised again the third day. (Matt. 16:15-16, 18-21)
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JEsus 1s THE RocK oF THE CHURCH

Jesus is the Rock of the church because the church is made up of individual believers
no matter the “Church” entity or denomination they may be in. The current Pontiff may be
the visible earthly Rock of the Roman Catholic Church but not of the Catholic Orthodox
Church nor is he the Rock of any other entity that considers themselves “Christian” but
not Catholic. Jesus is the Christ, the Savior, the Rock of the Christian Church, of those
who by faith have trusted in him as their way, truth, and life.

Written over Him in letters of Greek, and Latin, and Hebrew, THIS IS THE
KING OF THE JEWS. And one of the malefactors which were hanged
railed on him, saying, If, thou be the Christ, save thyself and us. But
the other answering, rebuked, him, saying, (1) Dost not thou fear God,
seeing thou art in the same condemnation? And we indeed justly; (2) for
we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing
amiss. And he said unto Jesus, (3) Remember me when thou comest into
thy kingdom. And Jesus said unto him, Verily, I say unto thee, (4) To day
shalt thou be with me in paradise. (Luke 23:38—43; numbering added)

The foolish malefactor was thinking only of maintaining his earthly life. However,
the wise malefactor recognized his impending death and humbled himself.

He feared God.
He acknowledged his guilt, that his deeds were sinful and that his
punishment of death was just and deserved.

He recognized that Jesus was guiltless, sinless and that His suffering and
death were undeserved.

He believed that Jesus would live again and have His own kingdom.

He had faith that Jesus was the Christ who could forgive him and give
him a new life.

Jesus recognized the wise malefactor’s faith and promised him efernal life that very day.
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Perhaps, unknowingly, the wise malefactor’s comments point to Jesus as
the Rock upon which the Church would be built, because after all:

“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and forever” (Heb. 13:8).

Here, again, are the wise malefactor’s comments, followed by one or more parallel
Old Testament Scriptures.

(1) “Dost not thou fear God?”
For, who is God, save the LORD? And who is a ROCK, save our God.
(Psalm 22:23)

(2) “For we receive the due reward for our deeds: but this man hath done
nothing amiss.”

To shew that the LORD is upright: he is my ROCK, and there is no
unrighteousness in him. (Ps. 92:15)

He is the ROCK, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: A God
of truth and without iniquity, just and right is he. (Deut. 32:4)

(3) “Jesus, remember me when thou comest into thy Kingdom.”

Deliver me in thy righteousness and cause me to escape, incline thine ear
unto me, and save me. Be thou my strong habitation, whereunto I may
continually resort: Thou hast given commandment to save me; for thou
art my ROCK and my fortress. (Ps. 71:2-3)

Unto thee will I cry, O LORD my ROCK; be not silent to me: lest, if thou
be silent to me, I become like them that go down into the pit. (Ps. 28:1)

(4) Jesus’s response: “To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.”

These scriptures reveal the joy the wise malefactor must have
experienced that day.
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The LORD liveth; and blessed be my ROCK; and exalted be the God of
the ROCK of my salvation. (2 Sam. 22:47)

The LORD is my ROCK, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my
strength, in whom I will trust. (Ps. 18:2)

O Come, let us sing unto the LORD: let us make a joyful noise to the
ROCK of our salvation. Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving
and make a joyful noise unto him with psalms. For the LORD is a great
God, and a great King above all gods ... O Come, let us worship and bow
down: let us kneel before the LORD our maker. For he is our God; and we
are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. (Ps. 95:1-3,6-7)

Apostle Paul warned about false teachers and false teachings which not known to him,
would relate to the Mass, Eucharist, Sanctuaries, the Monstrance, and so forth.

BEWARE: lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit,
after the traditions of men, and not after Christ. (Col. 2:8)

In CCC-1426, Catholicism clearly avoids mentioning Jesus’s blood shed on the Cross.

Without shedding of BLOOD; is no remission

... For Christ is not entered into the holy places
made with hands, which are the figures of the
true: but into heaven itself, now to appear
in the presence of God for us: Nor yet that
he should OFFER himself OFTEN ... For 9
then must he OFTEN have suffered since the "
foundation of the world but now ONCE in #
the end of the world hath he appeared to put F ; &
away sin by the sacrifice of himself. And as ;| I‘ ? J

it is appointed unto men ONCE to die, but [Fiss PRSI
after this the judgment: So Christ was ONCE | L
offered to bear the sins of many; and unto
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them that look for him, shall he appear the second time without sin unto
salvation. (Heb. 9:22, 24-28)

Jesus: I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast

hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto
babes. (Matt. 11:25)

Jesus was covered in and paid for our sin debt, through faith in Jesus we are covered
in the payment receipt of his righteousness. Apostle Paul preached concerning Jesus’s
sacrifice and gift as being an opportunity for reconciliation with God.

Now ... be ye reconciled to God. For he hath
made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin;
That we might be made the righteousness of
God in him. (2 Cor. 5:20,21)

A TRUE, SCRIPTURAL, SINNER’S PRAYER

Have mercy on me, O God, according to thy
loving kindness ... cleanse me from my sin
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... For I acknowledge my transgressions ... wash me and [ shall be whiter
than snow. (Ps. 51: 1-3,7)

What was God’s answer to the sinner’s prayer of faith in his forgiveness? An
eternal, YES!

Peace, from him which is ... which was ... which is to come ... unto him
that loved us and washed us from our sins in his own BLOOD. (Rev. 1:4-5)

They sung ... for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy
BLOOD. (Rev. 5:9)

PAuL’s FocUs

But God forbid that I should glory save in the CROSS of our Lord Jesus
Christ. (Gal. 6:14)

PAUL’S STATEMENT OF FAITH
I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but
Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh -
I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave
himself for me. (Gal. 2:20)

JESUS PROCLAIMS THE BLESSEDNESS OF FAITH

Jesus saith ... Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed:
Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed. (John 20:29-31)

The Apostles write on our position in Christ

According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world,
that we should be holy and without blame before him in love. (Eph. 1:4)
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Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. Abide
in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it,

abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. (John 15:3-4)

Apostle Paul reveals, a great Mystery concerning Christ and his Church.

Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the Church, and
gave himself for it; That he, might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing
of water by the word, that he, might present it to himself a glorious
Church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should
be holy and without blemish. So, ought men to love their wives as their
own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. For no man ever yet
hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cheriseth it, even as the Lord the
Church ... This is a great Mystery ... concerning Christ and the Church.
(Eph. 5:25-29, 32)

Jesus’s Joy, the worship, fellowship, and love of the redeemed.

Let us run with patience the race that is set before us, looking, unto Jesus
the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before
him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right
hand of the throne of God.” (Heb. 12:1-2)

If thou shalt—thou shalt be saved

The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: That is, the
word of faith, which we preach; That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath *raised him
from the *dead, thou shalt be saved. (Rom. 10:8-9)

In the Catholic Catechism, the term necessary appears several times. Here is an

instance when it appears in Scripture.
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For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no
greater burden than these necessary things, ... abstain from meats offered
to idols ... from blood ... from things strangled, and from fornication:
From which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do well. (Acts 15:28-29)

Biblical Christianity is not about religion; it is about respect and godliness —respect
for the Gospel of Christ, and Godliness a life of service to God and neighbor.

9. (Catholicism)
Eucharist: Christ Offered in an Unbloody Manner

The Seven Sacraments—a children’s book. !

“JESUS gave us the Holy Eucharist at the Last Supper ... ‘Do this as a
remembrance of Me.” At that moment, the Apostles became priests ... and
were given the power” to consecrate the bread and wine “so that people
of all times may be present at the Sacrifice of Jesus ... called the Mass.
The Mass is the Sacrifice of the Cross.”

“Holy Mass makes present for us the
Passion, Death and Resurrection of
Jesus ... but now He is in glory and
cannot suffer.” (emphasis added)

“In the Mass we offer Jesus to the
heavenly Father as the greatest
Gift we have.”

At the climax, the children are pictured gazing upon a hovering Eucharist above a

golden chalice.

“Jesus ... invites them to come and pray to Him in the tabernacle, where
He is present day and night, praying to His Heavenly Father for all of us
... the best friend of children.” —Rev. Lawrence G. Lovasik, S.V.D.
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The Eucharist is “the source and summit of the Christian life. The other sacraments
... are bound up with the Eucharist and oriented toward it. For in the blessed Eucharist

is contained the whole spiritual good of the Church, namely Christ himself, our Pasch”
(CCC-1324). (emphasis added)

| 223
|[ Israelites and Catholics use a light to signify God’s

presence in the Tabernacle.

“The Prominence and Placement of Tabernacles
Explained” >
“In her book Fulfilled: Uncovering the
Biblical Foundations of Catholicism,
Sonja Corbitt ... writes:

“‘The strictly prescribed Tabernacle setup
informed the Israelites that they could
only draw near God in the way he offered’
(Fulfilled, 240). (emphasis added)

“The similarities are not a coincidence: ‘Light was a metaphor ... for the
saving presence of God.” (Fulfilled, 152—153). This light ... is fulfilled ...
in the Magisterium of the Church, which continues to ... shed light today,

and ... offers us new ways to draw near God.” (emphasis added) —Matt
Dunn, Ascension

The Holy Eucharist—a children’s book.
“Jesus Is with Us in the Tabernacle.” This
is signified by a lit candle. Concerning
his Eucharistic presence in the tabernacle,
Jesus is quoted as saying, “Know that I
am with you always; yes, to the end of
time” (Matt. 28:20).
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On the next page, a priest is elevating a Monstrance, a child is looking on
in awe and admiration at Christ’s Eucharistic presence.

The caption reads:

“Jesus Is ‘God with Us’” (The children
are told,) “The Eucharist was ... and is still
the center of all worship of God today and
to the end of time.” —Rev. Lawrence G.
Lovasik, S.V.D.

The sacrifice of Christ and the sacrifice of the Eucharist
are one single sacrifice: “The victim is one and the same...
only the manner of offering is different. ... in the Mass ...
Christ ... is offered in an unbloody, manner” (CCC-1367).
(emphasis added)

My Picture Missal— a children’s book. >
Following the picture of the
“ELEVATION OF THE HOST,” the
consecration, the children are instructed
to, “Adore the Sacred Host and say:
‘My Lord and my God!’”

Next, the Priest is pictured elevating

the chalice for the “CONSECRATION OF THE WINE (when) the Priest
changes the wine into the living
blood of Jesus.”

Next, the children are encouraged
to proclaim, “the Mystery of our
faith” the “Memorial Acclamation.”

113



We Agree! The Tomb Is Open—But What Comes Next? COMPARE The 2 Most Prominent Gospels in CHRISTENDOM

“We now acclaim Our Lord Jesus Christ who is with us on the altar. We
remember his Passion, Death, and Resurrection and his Return on the Last
Day.” —Rev. Lawrence G. Lovasik, S.V.D.

“Why the Sign of Peace is Important”

“In Sacramentum Caritatis, Pope Benedict X VI instructs, ‘By its nature

the Eucharist is the sacrament of peace. At mass, this dimension of the
Eucharistic mystery finds specific expression in the sign of peace.””
— Patrice Fagnant-MacArthur, Spiritual Woman

Because this bread and wine have been made Eucharist
(“eucharisted,” according to an ancient expression), “we call
this food Eucharist, and no one may take part in it unless he
believes that what we teach is true, has received baptism for
the forgiveness of sins and new birth, and lives in keeping with
what Christ taught” {180 St. Justin, Apol. 1,66, 1-2: PG 6 428}
(CCC-1355). (emphasis added)

“Quotes About Eucharist” >
“The more ardent the love for the Eucharist in the
hearts of the Christian people, the more clearly will
they recognize the goal of all mission: to bring Christ
to others. Not just a theory or a way of life inspired by Christ, but the gift
of his very person— Without the Eucharist, the Church simply does not
exist.” —Pontiff Benedict XVI

SR

“70% of Catholics Do Not Believe in Jesus’s Real Presence in the Eucharist,
New Study Finds” 7

“The Pew Research study, conducted in Feb. 2019, found that only 31
percent of Catholics believe the Church’s teaching on transubstantiation.
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“Only 28 percent of Catholics actually know the Church’s teaching on
transubstantiation.

“22 percent do know the Church’s teaching on transubstantiation but reject
the Church’s teaching on the Real Presence.

“Bishop Robert Barron ... ‘it’s hard to describe how angry I feel” ... this
‘should be a wakeup call for all of us in the Church.

“If it’s only a symbol, why bother?... Big deal!” “This is a central teaching
of Catholicism—that Jesus is really, truly, and substantially under the
forms of bread and wine. It’s a basic tenet of Catholicism.” —ChurchPOP

A year-later update.
“Renewal Must Be Christ—Centered” 3
“The alarm seems to have died down ... Buried in the Pew survey (of
February 2019) was the finding that sixty—three percent of regular Sunday
Mass participants polled affirm the Church’s teaching on the Eucharist.

“Belief in the Eucharist is diminishing among younger Catholics, with
only twenty—six percent of the faithful under forty believing in the
Real Presence.

“We have a crisis on our hands.

“The formula for advancing the kingdom requires —fidelity to Christ
and the teachings of his Church, especially receiving the sacraments of
the Eucharist and confession. The renewal of the Church will be Christ—
centered, or it won’t happen.” —Tom Nash, Catholic Answers

When the Church celebrates the Eucharist, she commemorates Christ’s Passover,
and it is made present: the sacrifice Christ offered once for all on the cross remains ever
present. {183 Cf. Heb. 7:25-27} “As often as the sacrifice of the Cross by which ‘Christ
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our Pasch has been sacrificed’ is celebrated on the altar, the work of our redemption is
carried out” {184 LG 3; cf. 1 Cor. 5:7} (CCC-1364). (emphasis added)

“A Priest’s Most Important Job” %
“The priest’s first duty is to preach the Faith by word and example ... But
his chief and most valuable role ... is to celebrate the sacrifice of the
Eucharist.

“This role is so valuable that the Church strongly encourages priests to
celebrate every day, even when the faithful cannot be present.

“The Savior through his priesthood shared by our ministers offers up
his perfect and completed sacrifice in the Eucharist so as, to apply its
fruits throughout time ‘until he comes in glory.”” —Priest Hugh Barbour,
Catholic Answers

In the Eucharist Christ gives us the very body, which he gave up for us on the cross,
the very blood which, He “poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins” {186 Mt
26:28} (CCC-1365). (emphasis added)

, . -
“The Real Presence of Jesus Christ in
the Sacrament of the Eucharist: Basic

Q]:U I‘p s Questions and Answers” %

_ “The whole Christ is truly present,
& ; body, blood, soul, and divinity, under
the appearances of bread and wine—

the glorified Christ who rose from the dead after dying for our sins. This is
what the Church means when she speaks of the ‘Real Presence’ of Christ
in the Eucharist.

“How does this happen? The presence of the risen Christ in the Eucharist is
an inexhaustible mystery that the Church can never fully explain in words.”
(emphasis added) —Msgr. William P. Fay, U.S. Conf. of Catholic Bishops
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The Eucharist is thus a Sacrifice because it re-presents (makes present) the Sacrifice
of the cross because it is its memorial and because it applies its Fruit.

[Christ], our Lord and God, was once and for all to offer himself to God
the Father by his death on the altar of the cross, to accomplish there an
everlasting redemption. But because his priesthood was not to end with
his death, at the Last Supper “on the night when he was betrayed,” [he
wanted] to leave to His beloved spouse the Church a visible sacrifice (as
the nature of man demands) by which the bloody sacrifice which he was
to accomplish once for all on the cross would be re-presented its memory
perpetuated until the end of the world, and its salutary power be applied to
the forgiveness of the sins we daily commit {187 Council of Trent (1562):
DS 1740; cf. 1Cor 11:23; Heb 7:24, 27} (CCC-1366). (emphasis added)

“To the Ends of the Earth: Action” '

The book is part of a series of bible studies for Catholic Men. The book
cover pictures a Monstrance with the Eucharist. Under the picture is
the word “ACTION.” The promo on Amazon reads: “Men of action—
jumping in to help, to save, to win ... lives are at stake ... for eternity.”
McCann breaks down the call for action to “ten of the most fundamental
principles of the Catholic Faith.” Teaching them how they can draw
strength “from the Eucharist, the sacraments, sacrifice, prayer, and
other men.” This strength will then give them the ability to “live a life
of boldness, carrying the truth of the Gospel to your world.” —Mark C.
McCann, Our Sunday Visitor

“The Power of Eucharistic Preaching” ¢
“This is a very touching truth, for if we want the bread of life, if we are
attracted to the Blessed Sacrament, then it means that the eternal Father
is drawing us